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Bolton Priory in a New Light
New Lighting and Visitor Welcome Project 2016
“And God saw that the light was good.”
Genesis 1:4

“Welcome one another, therefore, just a Christ
has welcomed you, for the Glory of God.”
Romans 15:7

Introduction
The Priory Church of St Mary and St Cuthbert, Bolton
Abbey is the living heart of the historic medieval
Augustinian Priory which dates back to the twelfth
century. This much loved building, home to a vibrant
worshipping community, welcomes 100,000 visitors
each year and hosts a number of concerts, recitals
and literature events.

This short booklet tells the story of the project in
words and pictures.

The completed project dramatically improves the
visitor experience with provision of lighting that is
more sympathetic to the rich heritage of the building’s
interior. New signage aids interpretation, and
training for the existing team of volunteer guides has
improved the Priory’s welcome. Students from The
Skipton Academy and Craven College were involved
in the delivery of elements of the project, introducing
them to the Priory’s heritage and providing them with
an opportunity to develop their skills.
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The Rector and PCC are grateful to National Lottery
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generosity made the project possible.
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Lighting
New lighting was required in the Priory to replace an
old, inadequate system that was beginning to fail.
The Rector and PCC elected not to replace ‘like with
like’, but saw an opportunity to design and install a
system that enhanced the experience of the building.
Illuminating and making the most of the Priory’s rich
architectural heritage allows worshippers, visitors,
and concert goers to see the Priory in a new light.
Work on the project commenced in 2014 with the
engagement of a lighting designer experienced in
church and heritage projects. Members of the PCC
went on field trips to view recently installed lighting
systems. Historic England and others were consulted.
A lighting mock-up was undertaken in Spring 2015 to
verify the design concept, after which competitive
tenders were sought for the installation work. Work
commenced on April 4, 2016 and the completed
system was handed over on July 1, 2016.
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“Every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master
of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

Matthew 13:52

Lighting
The new lighting system uses the latest LED, dimming
and control technology. This means that the lighting
is efficient, and that it can be programmed to provide
lighting effects to reveal the Priory’s heritage features
which suit the different uses of the building. Disposal
of the old lighting system has removed much visual
‘clutter’ from the Priory’s interior.
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Before

Right picture:

After

On September 20, 2016, the Friends of Bolton Priory
hosted a lecture by the Priory congregation’s resident
historian Dr Malcolm Parsons, entitled ‘The Priory
in a New Light’. A full demonstration of the lighting
followed.
The New Lighting will be dedicated by the Rt Revd
Nicholas Baines, Lord Bishop of Leeds, at a service on
November 20, 2016.

“Thus all the work that Solomon did for the house of the Lord was finished.”
2 Chronicles 5:1

Interpretation
Improving the interpretation of the Priory’s rich
heritage was a key part of seeing the Priory ‘in a new
light’. Students at Craven College were engaged to
design new signage to replace a mishmash of visitor
information. The students were provided with a
formal brief, and required to present their design
concepts to a client panel, which included the Rector
and Priory Architect. Their suggestion was to combine
contemporary and medieval design. The result: sleek
powder coated aluminium sign stands with a sign
design influenced by illuminated manuscript. The
new signs also incorporate QR Codes, allowing visitors
to access the information about the Priory and its
heritage held on the Priory website.

“Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step”
Acts 11:4

Welcome

A

to the ancient Priory Church of
St Mary and St Cuthbert, Bolton Abbey

lice de Rumilly of Skipton Castle provided the
Augustinian Canons with this land, and money for
the initial buildings, ‘for the well-being of my soul
and those of my forebears and descendants’.
Building began around 1154, and people have worshipped
God here continuously for more than 850 years.
The nave was originally twice the current length, extending
as far as the ruins outside beyond the altar. At the time of
the Dissolution, a wall was erected to cut the nave in half
and to create a smaller parish church. It was replaced by
the more recent and decorated wall in the 1800s.
The Dissolution also halted the building of the west tower,
begun in 1520. It was originally intended to be at least
twice its current height, but for four centuries remained
incomplete and without a roof. The modern roof and
bell-turret were added in 1983 following a substantial
local fundraising eﬀort.

Scan with QR code reader to
visit our website

Photography
Obtaining high quality photographs for use in
exhibitions and visitor information was another key
part of the project. Local photographer, Stephen
Garnett undertook a project with year 10 students
from the Skipton Academy. Together they overcame
any fear of heights to obtain some fabulous images
from an elevated platform 20m above the Priory floor.
A selection of the images was used in a temporary
exhibition displayed throughout the lighting
installation. One of the students even made a short
film about the Priory and the project, which was on
view in the church during the spring half-term break.
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Students show off their work to parish
administrator, Margaret Cody.
Students Jamie-Lee Fordyce-Woodward,
Iqra Sajid, Jade Hunter, Jude Kershaw and
Adam Armstrong pictured with platform
operator Paul Middlemiss.
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You need a head for heights.
Students with Simon Cowling, Rector,
Wendy Hamilton, Principal of
The Skipton Academy and
Jonathan Cain, Assistant Curate.

“Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up
with wings like eagles.”
Isaiah 40:31

Conservation and Training
Conservator Mike Howden conducted an inspection
of the Priory roof with its carved bosses and angels.
He confirmed that the bosses and angels are all
carved in oak, and anticipates that the current
decorative finishes – modern aerosol type gold paint
and oil based vermilion – were all applied during the
last refurbishment of the Priory in the 1980s. This
paint application frustrates any accurate dating of
the roof and bosses, but Howden’s suspicion that the
carved figures might be modern contradicts evidence
from other historical sources.
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A Priory Angel.
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The Green Man.
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The Lion, a medieval deterrent
against theft.
Mike Howden makes his inspection.

Within the Priory community there are a number
with detailed knowledge of the English Reformation
in general, and the history of the Priory in particular.
During the project these ‘experts’ shared their
knowledge with members of the Priory’s volunteer
guiding team.

“He carved cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, overlaying them with gold evenly
applied upon the carved work.”

I Kings 6:35

Visitor Engagement
During the installation of the lighting access to
the Priory Church was restricted, but visitors were
welcomed by volunteer guides and treated to the
photography exhibition in the West Tower. A number
took part in a photography competition and a
selection of winning images is included opposite.
A small amount of the project’s contingency fund
was used to procure and install an electronic people
counter. This will help the Priory team understand
visitor patterns and early data shows us that we had
over 20,000 visitors during a three-week period in
August 2016.
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‘a welcoming light’, by Phil Simnett
‘the little dog laughed’,
by Howard Mclean
‘wall flower’, by Ian Lawrie
‘view from the pew’, by John Potter

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, forby doing that some have
entertained angels without knowing it.”

Hebrews 13:2

