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OUR MISSION 

A community seeking to live well with God,  

gathered around Jesus Christ in prayer and fellowship,  

and committed to welcome, worship and witness.  

The Church Office 
Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 

01756 710238 
office@boltonpriory.org.uk 

The Rector 
The Rectory, Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 

01756 710326 
rector@boltonpriory.org.uk 

Curate 
07495 151987 

curate@boltonpriory.org.uk 
Website 

www.boltonpriory.church 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY   

08.00 Holy Communion  

09.15 Liquid Family Worship First Sunday of month 

10.30 Sung Eucharist  

18.30 Evening Prayer (said) April to September 

16.30 Evening Prayer (said) October to March 

WEDNESDAY   

10.00 Holy Communion  

18.45 Choir Practice  

All regular services are according to the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), except 
for the Family service, an informal service for young and old. 

WEDDINGS and BAPTISMS: By arrangement via the Church Office. 
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Issue Number 450 July 2018  

From the Rector 

 

 The beautiful game 

Mo Sa-la-la-la-lah, Mo Sa-la-la-la-lah,  
if he's good enough for you, he's good enough for me,  
if he scores another few, then I'll be Muslim too. 
 
Football fans have always been inventive in their chants from the 
terraces, but the song that Liverpool supporters have been singing 
this season to honour their favourite player, Mohamed Salah, is 
remarkable. Salah, an Egyptian national and devout Muslim, joined 
Liverpool last August. In his first season with them he scored more 
goals, thirty two, than any other player in the Premiership. No 
wonder he is known as the Egyptian King at Anfield. 
Football often gets a bad press, but at its best the beautiful game is 
able to transcend boundaries of culture, class, and even (as the 
Liverpool fans’ chant shows) religion. Of course, we all know that if 
Salah had scored two goals rather than thirty two then the chants 
would have been very different. But it is heartening that the chant in 
Salah’s honour has picked out a crucial element of his identity: his 
religious faith. It is even more heartening to see Islam released from 
the negative stereotype that is so often applied to it. 
In his letter to the Galatians Paul reminds us that, in Christ we are 
one: There is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male and female. 
Distinctions of race, gender, and class are of no relevance for 
Christians. Unfortunately, especially in the west, this is not always the 
face we choose to present to the world, which consequently applies a 
stereotype to us as well: too white, too middle class, too male in its 
leadership. However lazy or unfair this stereotype might be, it is 
worth reflecting on the truths it might be telling us about ourselves 
and doing something about it. We might even get our own Anfield 
chant as a result.  
 
With prayers and good wishes, 
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On Sunday, 19 August  

Members of the Priory Congregation  

and  everyone in the Parish of Bolton Abbey  

 are invited to a Farewell Lunch for  

Simon and Anne Cowling 
In Bolton Abbey Village Hall 

12.15 for 12.30 

Contributions of food for this event would be much appreciated. 
There will be someone in the tower on Sundays, July 29 July and 
August  05 and 12 who will collate your kind offers of help. 

 

Rector’s Notes 

Last Sunday at the Priory: Following the news in last month’s maga-
zine about my appointment as Dean of Wakefield, I am now able to 
confirm that my last Sunday at the Priory will be 19 August.  My In-
stallation service will take place on Saturday 29 September at 15.30 in 
Wakefield Cathedral. There is plenty of room at the cathedral and 
everyone is very welcome to come along.  
Appointing a new Rector: The formal process for appointing my suc-
cessor will not begin for some weeks, but the Archdeacon of Rich-
mond and Craven will be meeting the churchwardens and the PCC 
soon in order to explain what will happen. Needless to say, I have no 
part to play in this process. If you have any questions I know that our 
churchwardens, Paul Middleton and Matt Hey, will do their best to 
answer them. 
Student in Placement: As mentioned last month, we currently have 
a student in placement with us from Ripon College, Cuddesdon. Ju-
dith Clark hopes to be ordained next summer and introduces herself 
to us in this edition of the magazine. 
Visiting preacher: We will be welcoming as our preacher on Sunday 
22 July the Archdeacon of Pontefract, the Ven Peter Townley; and on 
Sunday 29 July there will be a service of Choral Evensong at 16.30 
sung by the Priory Choir. 
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 22 MAY 2018 

The Rector warmly welcomed Rosemarie Fisher and Gerry Yates to 
their first PCC meeting and Jean Crawford, after a years rest from 
the PCC, returning as our Representative for the Disabled. 
Simon and Jonathan enjoyed their services held as part of the 
archbishops’ ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ prayer initiative at Bolton Abbey 
Railway Station, the Old Chapel at the Priests House at Barden 
Towers and Buffers.  They were all nobly supported. 
The weather turning into Spring meant that Matt Hey could finally 
paint the white line on the stair near the Boyle Room. He also 
confirmed that the one remaining roof ladder on the Priory roof will 
be removed as it is unsafe. 
The top four stairs leading to the bell tower do not have a handrail 
so the Rector is contacting the insurers to see if notices should be 
displayed taking into consideration only professional workmen use 
them. 
25 May! The date when the new General Data Protection Regulation 
came in. 
Information about the PCC’s policy on data protection will be made 
known publicly via the website, notice board and parish magazine. 
Jonathan reported that attention to the church’s fuel supply is 
needed urgently because the LPG risers at either end of the pipe are 
metal and should now be plastic.  The PCC agreed unanimously to 
obtain estimates for this work to be done. 
We are awaiting the report from the architect on the Quinquennial 
Inspection earlier in May, which will give a general overview of the 
Priory fabric, listing what work is urgent and work due within 12 
months or within 5 years. 
The Rector thanked Liz Clayton and Peter Lambert who have agreed 
to be Deanery Synod representatives until 2020. 
In Lionel Goodenough’s report on the Concert Committee he 
thanked Gaby Robertshaw for loaning a soldier from the ‘There but 
not There’ collection and Louise Black for incorporating lilies within 
the flower arrangement for a concert by the Manchester Chorale 
whose title was ‘With a Lily’. 
David Mosley has now retired from the ‘Welcome Team’ but 
enjoyed his last day when he met Hercule Poirot, (David Suchet) .  



5 

Liz Clayton, on behalf of the PCC, congratulated Simon on his new 
position as Dean of Wakefield Cathedral but he reassured us all by 
saying that until then it will be ‘business as usual’ until his departure.. 
Simon and Anne will be missed! 
Sandra Stubbs,  

PCC Secretary 

MOVING ON 
Well, it’s appeared in the Church Times now so it must be official (!). 
I have been appointed Priest-in-Charge of the Parish of Woodside, 
which is in Horsforth, Leeds.  My last Sunday at the Priory will be  
16 September. 
Most readers will appreciate that my appointment to Bolton Abbey 
was time limited.  My training is in the process of being signed off by 
the bishop, and from April this year all third year curates have been 
encouraged by senior staff in the Diocese to look for their next roles – 
their first ‘position of responsibility’.  I was encouraged to look at the 
Woodside post in particular, the brief for which is to prepare the 
congregation to be lay led and to prepare the lay leaders to lead, 
because I am considered to be blessed with some gifts appropriate to 
the role, and I am delighted to have been appointed.  The approach 
envisaged at Woodside is experimental and may provide one model 
by which the Church of England continues its distinctive vocation to 
be a Christian presence in every community with less reliance on 
ordained clergy. 
At this point I am processing an inevitable mix of emotions: 
excitement about the future and the sadness of saying goodbye – 
aware of the journey, fellowship and friendship I have shared with so 
many in the Priory community, of what we have achieved together 
under God, and of what will be left for others to complete.  Please 
pray for Rebecca, the boys and me as we prepare to make the 
transition, as I will continue to pray for you. 
Every blessing 
Jonathan 
Jonathan’s Licensing at St James, Woodside will take place on  
Monday 01 October. More details in due course. 

PRIORY MAGAZINE DEADLINE – AUGUST MAGAZINE 
Please can we have any copy by 15 July sent either to the Editor or the 
Church Office. 
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WELCOME TO JUDITH 
Hello Everyone, 
My name is Judith Clark and I am currently serving a month's 
placement here at Bolton Priory with Simon and Jonathan, having just 
completed the second year of my Ordination Training at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon in Oxfordshire. I am originally from Lancashire, 
growing up in Burnley, then the Ribble Valley. However, my parents 
now live in North Yorkshire, making it the perfect place to stay during 
the course of the placement. Alongside my ordination training I am 
reading for a Dphil (PhD) through Oriel College at The University of 
Oxford. My thesis focuses on angelology within the Songs of the 
Sabbath Sacrifice, which is a liturgical document discovered amongst 
the Dead Sea Scrolls and dates from the Second Temple Period.  
The two years before I started Ordination training were spent 
working as a Pastoral Assistant for the Joint Benefice of St Michael 
and All Angels, Beckwithshaw and St Robert of Knaresborough 
Pannal. Prior to this, I was reading for my Undergraduate Degree in 
Religions and Theology, followed by my M.A Degree in Biblical 
Studies, both from The University of Manchester. 
I love travelling and enjoy the thrill of discovering new places as much 
as uncovering the ‘new’ when re-visiting old favourites. Time spent 
with family and friends, going to the theatre or cinema, trying 
different restaurants, reading, listening to music, drama and dancing 
are also all pastimes which I enjoy – when the opportunity arises! 
Thank you all for the very warm welcome proffered to me on Sunday 
17 June, it was lovely to meet some of you 
at the party afterwards as well. To those 
whom I haven't yet met, I look forward very 
much to doing so over the next few weeks, 
as I engage with parish life and learn more 
about the community and the worship at 
Bolton Priory. I am both grateful and excited 
for the opportunity to learn from this 
placement and am delighted that part of 
God's journey for me has led me to Bolton 
Priory, albeit for a relatively short space of 
time. 

Yours in Christ, 

Judith 
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EDMUND BUTLER RIP 
Edmund was born in 1922 at Highfields, the Butler’s family house at 
Burley in Wharfedale.  He only moved once in his life, to 
Deerstones. At the age of eight he went to board at a prep school 
near Hemel Hempsted and at 13 went on to Marlborough where he 
gained a place to Cambridge.  But in 1940 choices had to be made.  
Either go to university or help the war effort by returning to the 
family business, Kirkstall Forge, which had been in the Butler family 
ever since 1779. Reluctantly, thoughts of Cambridge were 
abandoned and Edmund returned to Kirkstall, which was making 
parts for military vehicles.  
Edmund headed Kirkstall well into the 1970s until it was sold to 
GKN.  He enjoyed a spell in the other family business, Hardings, 
which made steel pins for the textile trade. He left industry to 
become a professional fundraiser, notably for Harrogate College 
and Opera North, a role in which he excelled.   
Edmund held many voluntary positions: 
Governor of the Nuffield Nursing Home Trust, Governor of  
St Stephens Church School at Kirkstall and Patron of Leeds Parish 
Church. Edmund was closely involved with St Stephen’s Church in 
Kirkstall, St Andrews, Moor Grange where he laid the foundation 
stone and St Mary’s in Hawksworth Wood. He was a Leeds City 
magistrate from 1970 until he retired in 1992.   
Many of the letters that Tina has received express their gratitude to 
Edmund for raising funds for Abbeyfield in Ilkley. Edmund was a 
keen tennis player. He served for five years as President, then a 
further two years as Secretary, of Ilkley Lawn Tennis Club. During 
these years there was a significant increase in the membership. 
Edmund first met Tina at a weekend house party in Kent hosted by 
a mutual friend. They were married in 1965 at St George’s, Hanover 
Square, London. 
Edmund was an excellent host.  He always enjoyed socializing and 
took a great interest in people. Both Edmund and Tina treasured 
their friendships. In fact just the week before he died they were 
enjoying drinks at home with friends. Edmund took a keen interest 
in gardens and the countryside.  
Edmund’s kind and gentle nature meant that people were often 
drawn to him to ask for help and support. He was never judgmental 
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see a common ground. 
He took great pride in his 
children Thomas and Trish, his 
grandchildren, George, Ben, 
Amelia, Isobel, daughter in law, 
Sally, and son in law Clive.  
Edmund was tremendously 
human and with a great sense 
of public duty. He adored the 
Priory Church and the 
community within it. He was a 
sidesman and a guide at the 
Priory for 25 years and was 
instrumental in ensuring that 
the Parish Magazine was 
distributed free to all residents 
of the parish by means of 
funding it by selling advertising. He delighted everyone by playing the 
role of Mary Rose Lee in two of the Bolton Abbey pantomimes. 
Edmund managed, as a member of the PCC Stewardship Committee, 
to reclaim the Rectory next to the Boyle Room, as the rightful 
residence for the Rector. With the help of some others he secured a 
grant for refurbishment of Bolton Abbey Village Hall. Edmund was 
very proud to be part of the Bolton Priory community.  
He will be sadly missed by his many friends, both far and near, and by 
his fellow parishioners. 
The Butler Family 

FURTHER TRIBUTES TO EDMUND  

FROM A FRIEND AND NEIGHBOUR 
It was the happiest of coincidences that, when our neighbours at 
Burley Woodhead translated to Deerstones, we followed a few years 
later.  The famous ‘Butler Welcome’ could not have been more 
heartening and thereafter Deerstones House was as open to us as 
was Deerstones Cottage ever open to Edmund and Tina. 
I had grown to know Edmund over some years as we shared Thursday 
afternoon guiding and I was impressed by his knowledge and 
enthusiasm which he passed on to his listeners.  
Over the years Edmund has contributed in many ways to the success  
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of the Priory: helping to initiate the ‘Friends’. He chaired the Village  
Hall Committee. Perhaps his most notable contribution was raising 
funds for various of projects. Using his contacts, his experience and 
professionalism he accepted every challenge and success followed. 
I write as ‘neighbour’.  I don’t need to remind the multitude of guests 
who have enjoyed the hospitality at Deerstones House what a  
consummate pleasure it always was; the beautiful home and gardens 
in pristine order, the refreshments of many and varied kinds, (e g who 
will ever forget Tina’s lettuce and Marmite sandwiches – the tip of a 
very large iceberg!) but above all the welcome to all, large groups, 
small numbers, pairs and singletons, ‘all sorts and conditions of men’.  
A ready listening ear was there for those in sadness or concern and 
this was carried far into the neighbourhood in visits, restoring the 
spirits and offering true friendship to one and all. 
I  remember both light hearted and serious conversations leaning on a 
wall or gate in Deerstones Lane where Edmund’s love of the Priory and 
of his fellow men was at the forefront of our discussions.  His concerns 
for the Priory and all associated with it were ever his priority.  
He was a fine example of the sentiment behind Kipling’s advice ‘To 
walk with kings – nor lose the common touch’. 
He will live long in the memories of all who knew him. 
James Turnbull 
FROM A MEMBER OF THE CLERGY 
Edmund was one of a small group of Priory people that Simon 
suggested I visit when I first joined the Priory community as Assistant 
Curate in 2015.  It was clear from that first meeting that Edmund had 
strong views about the way things should be done!  It was also clear 
that these views drew on his long experience of the Church of England, 
his experience as a businessman and, most evidently, his deep love for 
the Priory and the people that it serves. 
I enjoyed the privilege of sharing Holy Communion with Edmund and 
Tina at their home on a number of occasions. Our fellowship included 
conversations on a range of topics, but we never strayed far from 
Priory business.  We didn’t always see eye to eye, but our discussions 
were always good humoured and enjoyable, and their hospitality 
impeccable.  I was saddened by the news of Edmund’s death and will 
always remember our time together when I look back at the start of 
my life as a cleric here at Bolton Abbey 
Revd Jonathan Cain 
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FROM A CHURCHWARDEN 
My first recollection of Edmund Butler when I was a newly elected 
member of the PCC, was of a ‘grumpy old man’ whose one delight, it 
seemed to me, was to wind up the then Rector, John Ward. Later we 
became great friends, no more of the ‘grumpy old man’ but a friend 
whose delight was to give me insight and advice when I became a  
Warden. I then worked for Edmund at Deerstones. One project which 
delighted him was the  building of a three compartment compost 
structure to his own design. Things moved on and occasionally I 
gathered Edmund up, during the sermon, from his pew in the Priory 
and took him into the tower where he revived. We always parted 
company with a humorous and dry comment that fitted the moment. 
Matthew Hey 
FROM A FELLOW GUIDE 
I became a guide at the Priory in the summer of 1990 and as my 
mentor Edmund immediately took me under his friendly and 
knowledgeable wing and with our colleague Marjorie Bourne we 
became the cheerful triumvirate Thursday morning guiding team.  
Edmund, very much our leader, was always immaculate and dapper in 
his blue blazer and he was full of detailed facts about the Priory’s 
history, particularly the beautiful painted wall.  Sometimes when he 
was describing its many details I was aware that a group of visitors 
were anxious to leave and to have their lunch down by the river but 
they ALWAYS STAYED until their guide had FINISHED! 
Edmund too was a stickler for Priory guiding discipline in that 
Marjorie and I were not allowed to sit down in a pew to take a rest 
even if the Nave was empty, just in case someone arrived, and 
whereas other guiding colleagues sometimes took the advantage of 
walking across the grass to the Bothy for a refreshing cup of coffee, 
that was never allowed by Edmund.  In fact the only times I dared to 
do this were when I knew Edmund and Tina were away on holiday! 
Those Priory guiding days with Edmund were very special. I shall  
remember him with affection, the folk from all over the world we 
welcomed together and the personal and cheerful chats we shared. 
Roger Davy MBE JP   

POSTAL MAGAZINES 
If you would like to receive your magazine by post just let the Church 
Office know, 01756 710238.  The cost is £9.50 annually.  You can also 
read it online at the Priory website www.boltonpriory.org.uk  
 

http://www.boltonpriory.org.uk
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         JULY 

01 SUNDAY     TRINITY 5 

      09.15  Liquid Family Service 

03 Tuesday      St Thomas 

07 Saturday  09.30  ‘From Discipleship to Discovery’ in the  

         Boyle Room 

08 SUNDAY     Trinity 6 

      12.30  Holy Baptism 

         Isla Hartley, Marco Maceratesi 

14 Saturday  12.30  Marriage of Dominic Barrow and 

         Georgia Mason-Edwards 

15 SUNDAY     TRINITY 7 

18 Wednesday    Chernobyl children to visit the Priory 

21 Saturday  14.20  Service of Blessing for Philip and  

         Annie Johnson-Hook 

22 SUNDAY     ST MARY MAGDALEN 

24 Tuesday   19.30  PCC 

25 Wednesday    St James 

28 Saturday  13.00  Marriage of Will Frost and Anna Rayner 

29 SUNDAY     TRINITY 9 

      16.30  Evensong with the Priory Choir 

         AUGUST 
03 Friday 14.00  Marriage of Jonathan Moxham and  

     Taryn Holman 

04 Saturday 09.00  Meeting for those wishing to be  

     married at the Priory 

  14.15  Marriage of Daniel Ramm and  

     Fiona Winser 

05 SUNDAY    TRINITY 10 

  09.15  Liquid Family Service 

06 Monday    The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

11 Saturday 13.00  Marriage of Chris Ashley and  

     Leanne Bailey 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
 HOLY BAPTISM 

20 May Lottie Farrar 

 Mia Slorick 

 FUNERAL SERVICE 

25 May Edmund Butler 

 INTERMENT OF ASHES 

06 May    Michael Townsend 

MAY FIGURES  
The average weekly attendance at all Sunday services of 
adults and children in May was 128. The average weekly 
receipts to the Priory in May was £1,861. In May there 
were 20,491 visitors. 

PARISH PARTY 
The 2018 Parish Party once again showcased the many culinary skills 
of the Priory Family. There was a wonderful array of food for 
everyone. Our especial thanks go to Jean Crawford, Margaret 
Helliwell and Heather Collinson who masterminded and coordinated 
the event and to Paul Crawford who was an excellent bartender. They 
did us proud! 
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BOLTON ABBEY CRICKET CLUB SUMMER BALL  
Our Summer Ball  will be held on 
Sunday 26  August, the Bank Holiday 
weekend. This will be a fantastic 
evening with former Leicestershire and 
England batsman and ex-Chairman of 
England Selectors James Whitaker as 
the guest speaker.  
The evening will be held in the Bolton 
Abbey Tithe Barn – a spectacular 500 
year old barn currently being restored. 
Tickets, in advance,  are £30 per person, £40 on the night, for a two 
course dinner and will be followed by music and dancing. For more 
information please contact Rob Mayo robert.mayo@welbeck.co.uk 
See the article on the Tithe barn on pages 19 and 20  

FRIENDS OF BOLTON PRIORY—SUMMER OUTING 
The Friends’ annual Summer Visit  this year was to Felixkirk Church 
and Scampston Hall  and Gardens on 07 June. 
First call was at  the Carpenter’s Arm in Felixkirk near Thirsk  for a 
welcome coffee break . Then a short walk to the small but beautiful 
church where the two Church Wardens gave us an interesting briefing 
on the history of  the church covering its foundation in the  12th 
century,  the  attention it received at the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries and the substantial rebuild in 1860 under the direction 
of architect William Henry Dykes. 
Back in the coach our driver took us up the 1-in-4 gradient at Sutton 
Bank and on to Scampston Hall and Gardens near Malton in time for 
lunch.  We were greeted by the owner Sir Charles Legard who 
welcomed our party and explained that the Hall was still a family 
home.  We were then given guided tours of the Hall and saw beautiful 
furniture  by Chippendale amongst others and lots of family portraits.  
After, we were able to visit the extensive parkland which had been 
laid out by Capability Brown and the exquisite walled garden. 
The Friends’ Late Summer Visit will be on Thursday 13 September to 
Houghton Tower near Preston and Blackburn Cathedral, departing at 
09.00 from Bolton Abbey car park.  The cost is £40 per person. 
This will be another interesting and entertaining day;  anyone 
interested in joining the party should send their cheque in a SAE to 
the Parish Office.              Keith Simpson 
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THEO PEDLEY, ORGAN SCHOLAR 
The Priory Church’s first ever organ scholar, Theo Pedley, concluded 
his time with us on Sunday 17 June. 
We have been fortunate indeed to have someone as intelligent, 
confident and as musically versatile as Theo. He is a ‘multi-grade 
eighter’, in the sense that he has achieved success and more than one 
Distinction’ in Associated Board music exams in Percussion, Violin and 
Piano. The Organ may not be his principal study but it is likely to be a 
very useful ‘string to his bow’ in his future work. 
The Choir and Congregation both offered Theo substantial tokens of 
their appreciation (literally so in the Choir’s case, since a book token 
is likely to be of imminent use in his future studies in Higher 
Education). A cheque from the congregation should prove most 
useful too. Theo has a conditional offer at New College, Oxford  and 
we wish him every success in his forthcoming ‘A’ levels. We thank 
him, together with his very supportive family, and wish him well for 
the future. 

Tim Raymond 

Director of Music, Bolton Priory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:robert.mayo@welbeck.co.uk
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FROM KING’S COLLEGE CAMBRIDGE TO BOLTON PRIORY 

SAVE THIS DATE IN YOUR DIARY 

Friday 21 September 

Do you enjoy the Nine Lessons and Carols from Kings College 
Cambridge on Christmas Eve? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well,  good news, some of the singers from King’s have formed a  
versatile mixed early music consort based in Cambridge called  
Ensemble Pro Victoria. They  will be coming to the Priory on Friday  
21 September to perform a concert  entitled ‘Past and Present'. 

The first half of the concert entitled ‘Past’ will include music by 
William Byrd and Thomas Tallis . This music is most likely to have  
been heard in the Priory before the Reformation.  
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During the interval wine and soft drinks with Yorkshire cheese  will 
be served. 

 The second part of the concert entitled ‘Present’ will feature music 
by Elgar and Grieg  evoking and representing the natural beauty of 
the Wharfedale Valley.  

 

Tickets costing £15, to include drinks and a selection of Yorkshire 
Cheese, will be on sale shortly.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
This concert is sponsored by  Norman and Sandra Stubbs and 
members of their family. All proceeds from the concert  will go 
towards the Priory Heating Fund. 
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YORKSHIRE HAY TIME GARDEN WINS SILVER 
Chris Myers, from Bolton Abbey, has won a silver medal with his show 
garden, ‘Hay Time in the Dales’, at the  RHS Chatsworth Flower Show. 
The garden is a picture postcard representation of life in the Yorkshire 
Dales, with a small converted barn and cottage garden, as well as 
some of the area’s fantastic wildlife habitats, including a mini 
broadleaved woodland planted with species typical of the Dales, dry 
stone walls complete with mosses, lichens, sheltered nooks and 
crannies and a traditional hay meadow full of native wildflowers. 
As well as being an experienced garden designer and TV presenter, 
Chris is also an ambassador for local charity Yorkshire Dales 
Millennium Trust (YDMT) – a role which had a big influence on his 
award-winning design. 
Chris said: ‘The Yorkshire Dales landscape is changing. Many of the 
barns once used to shelter sheep are now houses, and the species-
rich hay meadows on which those sheep were fed are now grassy 
fields with no wildflowers. We’ve lost 97% of our traditional hay 
meadows. Fortunately YDMT is working hard to save these precious 
habitats and the wildlife they support, and I’m passionate about 
supporting this work. I’m pleased that this garden has proved popular 
with the RHS judges’. Species rich hay meadows like the one featured 
in this garden at 
Chatsworth, are now 
among the most 
threatened habitats in 
Europe. 
Through the Hay Time 
project, YDMT is 
working with farmers 
and landowners across 
the Yorkshire Dales and 
Forest of Bowland to 
help bring back these 
iconic habitats back 
from the brink. Locally 
harvested wildflower seed has been added to more than 700 hectares 
so far, and traditional low intensity management has been reinstated 
to help bring back native wildflowers and provide a vital habitat for 
the many rare species of wildlife they support.       YDMT 
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THE TITHE BARN - PART II 
Following the restoration by the Bolton Abbey Estate as reported in 
last month's magazine, the Tithe Barn has been leased to Cripps and 
Co, a family business which specialises in operating wedding barns 
and whose company name, Cripps, originates from their first barn to 
be converted near Cirencester in the Cotswolds.  The originality of the 
venue has certainly created a huge amount of interest, so much so 
that as this goes to press close to a hundred wedding bookings have 
been taken for 2018 to 2019 
and beyond with couples 
coming from as far afield as 
Singapore and Australia.  
Whilst couples can marry in a 
civil ceremony at the barn 
some have chosen to 
exchange their vows with a 
religious ceremony at other 
churches including the  Priory 
Church thereby continuing the 
long association between 
these two ancient buildings. 
Prior to being unveiled for its 
first wedding at the beginning 

of August, a sneak preview allowed me 
to take some photos before the fitting 
out began, although  I am not sure they 
do justice to the beauty of the interior 
and the workmanship that went into 
creating a building that has survived for 
centuries. To see the main posts that 
support the rafters, trusses and roof 
above, sitting on huge boulders was an 
eye-opener. 
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As part of the effort to retain the authenticity of the building 
bespoke fixtures and fittings have been commissioned including 
newly forged ironmongery for the building's exterior that gives the 
appearance of being several generations old.  Custom built 
chandeliers stretch 3 metres in diameter, are 3.5 metres tall and 
weigh in at a not inconsiderable 250 kilos.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
For its new life as a 21st century 
wedding venue there's an open 
kitchen with French barbeque 
behind a glass screen and a 
state of the art sound system.  It 
is thanks to the Bolton Abbey 
Estate together with the 
National Park Authority that 
there is now public access to a 
building that exudes such 
history and atmosphere. 
Liz Clayton 
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 MAGAZINE ARCHIVES 

PAROCHIAL NOTES 

100 YEARS AGO -JULY 2018 
The Boiler Fund - The response to the appeal for this fund has 
exceeded the most sanguine expectations; practically every 
householder in the parish has been asked for a donation and there 
has been a satisfactory response in each case. When the appeal was 
launched there were those who said, ‘We shall never raise it all by 
voluntary subscriptions; why not set up something? People like 
something in return for their money.’ The accompanying balance 
sheet shews what a false estimate this was of the people of Bolton 
Abbey Parish; they realized that what they gave was a gift to the 
Church and, as such, a gift to God. Now although one of our hymns 
says, ‘Whatever, Lord, we lend to Thee, repaid a thousand fold will 
be’, it is hardly the right spirit to give God something in the hopes of 
a return at the rate of a hundred thousand per cent! God has done 
so much for us that the most we can give him will fall very far short 
of what we owe Him for His wonderful gift of Eternal Life. We owe a 
great debt to our soldiers and we are  ready enough to give to them. 
The debt we owe to God is infinitely greater even than the debt we 
owe to our soldiers. The response to our appeal therefore is most 
encouraging to the Rector and to all who take a living and active 
interest in our dear old church, for it shews that the spirit of giving 
freely to God is very much alive in our midst. The thanks of all the 
winter congregations who will benefit by the new boiler are due 
especially to the ladies who undertook the collecting: Mrs Downs for 
Bolton Abbey, Mrs Fairburn for Beamsley, Mrs G Petyt for Storiths, 
Mrs Fowler for Hazlewood, Mrs W Leach for Halton East, Miss S de 
Maine and Miss F Lister for Barden. The final result speaks 
eloquently for the respect in which they are held by their own 
neighbourhood. The Treasurer, Mr Reeve, undertook to collect from 
the eighth district himself, i.e., the Station Road District and proved 
himself as capable a ‘beggar’ as the Ladies. 
 
£93 2s 0d was collected and a further £8 1s.3d came from the sale of 
the old boiler and some scrap iron. 
Total expenditure was  £101 3s. 3d leaving a Balance in hand of 
£13 4s.1d. 
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