
1 

 

 

OUR MISSION 

A community seeking to live well with God,  

gathered around Jesus Christ in prayer and fellowship,  

and committed to welcome, worship and witness.  

 
The Church Office 

Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 
01756 710238 

office@boltonpriory.org.uk 
 

During the interregnum please address all  
enquiries to the Church Office. 

 
Website 

www.boltonpriory.church 
 
 

SUNDAY   

08.00 Holy Communion  

09.15 Liquid Family Worship First Sunday of month 

10.30 Sung Eucharist  

      

      
WEDNESDAY   

10.00 Holy Communion  

18.45 Choir Practice  

All regular services are according to the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), except 
for the Family service, an informal service for young and old. 

WEDDINGS and BAPTISMS: By arrangement via the Church Office. 
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        Issue Number 456  
February 2019  

From Revd Barry Overend 
Valentine – the Bare Bones 
Valentine was a fourth century Roman soldier destined for high rank. 
He gave up worshipping the Roman gods once he had converted to 
Christianity. It was not a good career move. As soon as the Emperor 
got wind of it, Valentine was arrested, imprisoned and subsequently 
martyred for his new faith. That much is probably true. The rest of 
Valentine’s story is long on legend, short on facts. One legend says 
that whilst in prison Valentine took a shine to the jailer’s daughter, 
sending her a written message – the first Valentine greeting.  
Valentine was buried in Rome, but eventually his bones, or at least 
some of them, were dug up and later turned up in France. There they 
were looked after for centuries by a wealthy Roman Catholic family. 
Over time that family dwindled until the last surviving member no 
longer wanted the responsibility of caring for ‘dem dry bones’. So 
about 160 years ago he passed the buck, or rather the casket, to 
some Franciscan friars who were building a church in Glasgow. That is 
where Valentine’s bones rested until 1993. During the upheaval 
caused by renovation work on the church, the bones were kept in a 
cardboard box on top of a wardrobe. Now that really is no way to 
treat what is left of a saint. Hence the bones had to be on their way 
again. They finally came to rest in Blessed John Duns Scotus church in 
Glasgow. Having a bit of Valentine - some say just the forearm - in 
Glasgow has led to it being dubbed unofficially ‘the City of Love’.  On 
Valentine’s Day a statuette of the saint is placed beside the relic and 
decorated with red roses. And it’s not unknown for marriage 
proposals to be made in front of the ornate chest containing the 
bone/s.  A former rector said, ‘They just come in, and you see one of 
them get down on the knee’. 
 If Glasgow has only the forearm, where is the rest of Valentine? His 
skull is reckoned to be in Santa Maria Basilica, Rome, with further 
bones  allegedly being deposited in Whitefriars Street Carmelite 
church in Dublin, and other bits and pieces in France, Malta, and the 
Czech Republic. Have you checked your shed? 
Love, they say, makes the world go round. So perhaps it’s appropriate 
that Valentine’s bones seem to have gone round with it. 
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PARISH CHURCH COUNCIL 25 NOVEMBER 2018 

As part of our Health and Safety work the handrail has been fixed up 
to the steep steps to the tower, a sign, ‘prohibiting unauthorized 
entry’, will be erected regarding our unguarded roof. It was also 
agreed to replace the bell rope, which is chafed in two places, with a 
new hessian one as soon as possible.  Anyone using the Tower must 
be aware that if you unlock the door you must relock it, please.  We 
certainly do not want any accidents. 

Our new donation box may be going to replace our flower one, which 
is easily broken into. We are obtaining a price for a new donation box 
to be fabricated which will take ‘Gift Aid’ envelopes! This will 
certainly help! 

The Priory stall raised over £210 at the Mince Pie Bazaar. Thanks 
were given to Carol Wade and Val Middleton for coordinating the 
Priory table so successfully. 

Liz Clayton is doing a wonderful job trying to get our Fund Raising 
team on the move and the New Year will certainly be a very good 
time to start the ball rolling. 

Plenty of ideas are on the table from a ‘snowball’, melting as it fills up 
with money, to an old gas meter and various other ideas including a 
large event to launch the fund raising, which will be very well 
publicised.  So… if you have any ideas at all, no matter how small or 
large and/or would like to help in any way, please contact Liz or 
myself or any member of the fund raising team, Val Middleton, 
Rosemarie Fisher and Elaine Lambert.  Remember, more hands make 
light work. 

As we will not be having a meeting until towards the end of January  I 
hope you all appreciated the new Christmas Tree lights which have 
been in use to set the scene for all of our Christmas services and the 
Live Nativity which, I am sure, will have been as special and successful 
as ever. 

We hope that 2019 will be kind and peaceful to you all,  so please let 
us all join in to make our new Rector feel warmly welcomed by a 
congregation pulling together to make Bolton Priory a warm, friendly 
hard working congregation for all our benefit. 

Sandra Stubbs 
PCC Secretary 
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PARISH CHURCH COUNCIL 22 January 2019 
Our first PCC of 2019 started with a prayer read by Lyn Bartlett. We 
are all looking forward to meeting and welcoming our new Rector, 
none more so than our Churchwardens who have done an excellent 
job, together with Margaret, in keeping our church running so 
smoothly, but like ducks, have been paddling away under the 
surface and looking calm. 
Concerns were raised about the downfall in the income to the 
church, generally speaking as a result of fewer people making 
regular contributions owing to mortality and other factors, so if you 
can donate more we would be very grateful. 
A stewardship campaign is planned for this year under our new 
Rector.  What a start!!  If any of you have any ideas of how to 
identify ways to increase our income and minimize costs please do 
let the PCC know. 
There will be a note going up on the notice board shortly with 
emergency contact numbers in the case of any future accidents. Let 
us hope these will not be used very often. 
Matt is investigating a new light for the Boyle Room steps.  
Our fund raising towards the heating project is now called ‘ The 
Priory Heritage Project’. It is not just the heating we are concerned 
about but safeguarding our beautiful church for future generations. 
Liz Clayton is working very hard to find the way forward to raise 
funds for our Church.  Many ideas have been put forward and one 
sounds amazing, so please put this date in your diary, Saturday  
28 September 2019, ‘A Night at the Theatre’ by soloist Elizabeth 
Frankland.  Any other unusual fund raising ideas would be more 
than welcome. 
The AGM for the Welcome Team is on Saturday 09 March, with 
guiding beginning on 08 April.  If anyone is interested in becoming a 
Guide please contact Gerry Yates.  If you are retired why not 
consider this very interesting job, in lovely surroundings, where you 
meet people from all over the world. 
The PCC and Friends received a letter from the Concert Committee 
requesting them to reconsider the purchase of replacement chairs. 
The Works Committee is now looking into the possibility of less 
expensive chairs than previously quoted and hopefully more 
comfortable ones.  These would make such a difference to 
instrumentalists, choirs and sometimes for parishioners at certain 
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services.  With more concerts on the way they would be greatly 
appreciated by performers and public alike. 
As we go forward towards spring and the new beginning of life in our 
gardens, pray that our new Rector will bring new life into our Church 
and help it to grow. 
Sandra Stubbs PCC Secretary 

OUR NEW RECTOR 
The Reverend Nicholas Mercer will 
become the next Rector of the Priory 
Church of St Mary and St Cuthbert, 
Bolton Abbey, on 01 April. He was 
the Rector of the Falkland Islands, a 
parish which includes South Georgia 
and the British Antarctic Territories, 
Nicholas was based in Christ Church 
Cathedral, Port Stanley, the 
southernmost Anglican cathedral in the world. Prior to this position 
he was a Chaplain at Sherborne School, and previously served his 
curacy in Gillingham, Dorset. 
Nicholas was born in Yorkshire, graduated with a BD from St 
Andrews. He has subsequently gained LLM and MTh degrees from 
the universities of Cardiff and Oxford respectively. He was admitted 
as a solicitor in 1990. In 1991 he joined the Army Legal Services as a 
Captain. He served the next twenty years in Northern Ireland, Bosnia 
Herzegovina, Germany, Iraq and Cyprus. His army experience 
included directing and prosecuting Courts-Martial. Nicholas was also 
on the teaching staff of Bielefeld University and the International 
Institute of Humanitarian Law. He was the Command Legal Advisor 
for the HQ 1st (UK) Armoured Division during the Iraq war in 2003. As 
a result of his stand against the inhuman and degrading treatment of 
Prisoners of War in Iraq, he was named as the Liberty Human Rights 
Lawyer of the Year 2011-2012. He has lectured extensively on the 
Law of Armed Conflict and Human Rights. Prior to his ordination, he 
retired from the Army with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 
Nicholas is married, with three teenage children. His interests include 
music, shooting, fishing, deer and ferrets. 
The Institution and Induction Service will take place on Monday  
01 April 2019 at 19.00 at Bolton Priory.  Bishop Helen-Ann Hartley 
will be officiating. 
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  SHEILA CLARKSON RIP 

Sheila, our mother, was born in Eastbourne in 1929 and had a 
younger brother, John. Her father was in the police force and was 
based in central London during the Second World War, and so during 
the Blitz she and her brother were evacuated to stay with relatives in 
Surrey. After the war the family moved back to Eastbourne, where 
Mum attended evening classes to catch up on her education. She 
completed a secretarial course and was employed as the company 
secretary for a firm of surveyors. 
It was on a classical concert-centred holiday in Munich during 1961 
that she met her future husband, Nigel. They were married in 
September 1962. Her family was horrified when she moved up to 
Yorkshire! I arrived in 1963 and Philip in 1965 and we grew up in 
Menston.  
Our parents were members of numerous local clubs and societies, 
with Mum taking particularly active roles in the Townswomen’s Guild 
and raising funds for Yorkshire Cancer Research. We were regularly 
dragged into action to help with the Cancer Research jumble sales. 
After we had left home, our parents moved to Skipton and were both 
active members of the Priory Church - Mum was a guide at the Priory 
Church and loved meeting the many visitors. They continued to travel 
widely, especially during their retirement. After Dad’s death in 2007, 
Mum moved to Ilkley and settled there very happily until her health 
began to decline. She agreed to move down to Bolsover in December 
2017 so that she could be closer to my family, and it was easier for 
Philip to come up from London to see her. 
Mum lived at Millfield Residential Care Home. All the staff showed 
her great love and care, but it did take her a while to get used to 
being referred to as ‘duck’, the Derbyshire equivalent of ‘luv’. 
Mum was immensely proud of her two granddaughters and needed 
no excuses to go shopping with either of them.  
Towards the end of her life, Mum told the staff at the Residential 
Care Home how she had lived a good and full life, and after a short 
illness she passed away peacefully and without pain. We all miss her 
very much but we take great comfort from knowing that she is now 
with Dad. Her death certificate states the primary reason for death as 
‘Old Age’, which I think is rather a nice way for her to leave us.    
Nicholas Clarkson 
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GRATEFUL THANKS TO STEPHEN MURGATROYD 
Stephen has decided, after twenty three years of loyal service as a 
sidesman, to step down from the 
position of Senior Sidesman, and has 
arranged with Susan Whitaker to 
take over the role from next month. 
We know that Stephen has felt it a 
privilege to do the job over many 
years, but he  believes that it is now 

time to hand it 
on. On behalf of 
us all we would 
like to thank 
Stephen for his 
long and 
dedicated 
service to the 
life of the Priory 
as Senior 
Sidesman.  
We now wish 
Susan a smooth 
transition into her new responsibility. 
The Churchwardens 

THE GUIDES AGM 
This will be held on Saturday 09 March in Bolton Abbey Village Hall at 
10.00 for coffee. The meeting will start at 10.30.  If you are a Guide 
and Welcomer do come along. If you are thinking about joining the 
Welcome Team you will be made most welcome and the present 
guides would be pleased to answer any questions that you may have.  

SHELAGH SUNNER   
Shelagh wishes to pass on her good wishes for a very Happy New Year 
to all her friends at the Priory.  

FROM BARBARA HEY 
Thank you to everyone for the cards and kind messages of support 
following my recent hip procedure. They are much appreciated. 
Barbara Hey 

Susan Whitaker 

Stephen Murgatroyd 
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NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER FIGURES 
The average weekly attendance at all Sunday services of adults and 
children in November was 111 and in December 124. The average 
weekly receipts to the Priory in November was £1,781 and in 
December was £2,009. In November there were 6,974 visitors. 

Please note that we are unable to give the visitor figures for           
December. Unfortunately the people counter was damaged during 
the Christingle Service. It has now resumed full service but there will 
be no figures for January. 

ATTENDANCE AT CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2018 

Advent Carol Service      89     

Service of Lessons and Carols  172   

Christingle         310          

First Eucharist of Christmas    91    

Festal Eucharist       101   

        

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY  

On 20 January we welcomed, as our preacher, John Kirkby the 
founder and leader of CAP, a remarkable international organisation 
started in 1996. He became a (Baptist) Christian in 1996 and 
embarked on debt counselling. This involved firstly talking to 
desperate people, many on the verge of suicide, assessing their 
indebtedness, persuading them that there was a way out and then 
negotiating with creditors.  CAP bought a derelict property that is 
now Jubilee Mill in which, in a modern workspace near Bradford 
Cathedral some 300, mainly young people, are employed on various 
aspects of this effective manifestation of Christian Charity. The 
building houses Central Debt Management, Training, Fundraising, 
Modern IT and communications as well as head office for what is now 
an international organisation. John was awarded a CBE in this years 
Birthday Honours. CAP needs ‘Life Changers’ to commit to regular 
monthly giving, £3 - £50 a month, to pay salaries and sustain its 
continued existence. Many of those at the morning service gave 
generously to aid the work of CAP and many others committed to 
donating regularly. If you would like to help this vital work please visit 
the CAP website,              capuk.org 
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A SOLDIER’S MYSTERIOUS FATE 

I was interested to read in 
December/January’s magazine 
Parochial Notes – 100 years ago, 
December 1918, about the 
memorial service held at the Priory 
for William Johnson.  
His father and step-mother, Mr and 
Mrs Spencer Johnson, owned 
Wharfe View, in Beamsley, where 
Susanne and I, and our daughter 
Emily, now live.  
William’s story is particularly 
poignant and, at the time, held a 
mystery. Early in 1918 he was 
reported ‘missing’ by the South 
Staffordshire Regiment, which he’d 
joined the year before. Then, in 
May, his family had a letter from 
William. He was well but a PoW, 
apparently in Germany.  

The Johnsons’ relief was shortlived. By October news came of 
William’s death from pneumonia at a military hospital in northern 
France, 500 miles from where he was thought to be.  
‘What was he doing there?’ asked the Craven Herald, which covered 
the story. 
One explanation, which I found online, is that prisoners captured near 
the Western Front were officially assigned to PoW camps, usually in 
Germany. Their mail was postmarked 
and sent via those camps. 
In reality, though, many were used as 
forced labour behind the lines. They 
never reached the camps. Sadly, in 
William Johnson’s case, this would 
seem to fit with the ‘brutality’ referred 
to in the parochial notes. 

Peter Loweth    
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FRIENDS OF BOLTON PRIORY SPRING LECTURE 

The Friends’ Annual Spring Lecture will be on Friday 08 March in 
Bolton Abbey Village Hall at 19.00 for 19.30.  A glass of wine or soft 
drink will be offered from 19.00.  The subject will be ‘The History of 
Fashion and The Devonshire Family’ given by Lucy Cavendish, 
Countess of Burlington.  Tickets are £5 and are available from the 
Church Office; please include a cheque and SAE. 

 
BOLTON ABBEY WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
A belated Happy New Year to you all from the 
ladies of Bolton Abbey WI. 
Our February meeting will be held in Bolton 
Abbey Village Hall on Tuesday 19 February at 
19.30, weather permitting.  The speaker will 
be Terry Slocombe who will be talking to us 
about ‘The Lighter Side of the Law’.  This promises to be a  
light hearted and interesting evening. 
In the event of bad weather and  to check if the meeting is going 
ahead, or if you are interested in joining, please contact; 
Margy Stockdale on 01756 720677. 
Guests are always welcome  

 
THE WEDNESDAY NIGHTERS 
Wednesdays Bolton Abbey Village Hall  19.30. 

The next meeting of the Wednesday Nighters will be on Wednesday 
06 March at 19.00. Mrs Anne Read will give a talk and Powerpoint 
presentation on ‘The Folley: Settle’s House of Mystery’.  Tea and 
cakes are served after the talk.  Entrance is free as we hold a raffle to 
cover our costs.  Do come and join us.  Everyone is very welcome.  

Please note that there is no meeting in February. 

 
BOOKING BOLTON ABBEY VILLAGE HALL 
If you are interested in booking the hall please either email, 
bookings@boltonabbeyvillagehall.co.uk  or ring 01756 710587. 

mailto:bookings@boltonabbeyvillagehall.co.uk
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         FEBRUARY 

02 Saturday     The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

03 SUNDAY     FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

      09.15  Liquid Family Service 

10 SUNDAY     FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

17 SUNDAY     SEPTUAGESIMA 

23 Saturday  09.00  Meeting for those wishing to be married  

         at the Priory 

24 SUNDAY     SEXAGESIMA 

26 Tuesday   19.30  PCC 

         MARCH 
03 SUNDAY     QUINQUAGESIMA 

      09.15  Liquid Family Service 

06 Wednesday    Ash Wednesday 

      10.00  Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes 

      19.00  Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes 

      19.30  The Wednesday Nighters 

08 Friday   19.00  The Friends Spring Lecture 

09 Saturday  10.00  Bolton Abbey Guides AGM for coffee 

      10.30  Guides AGM meeting starts 

10 SUNDAY     LENT 1 

 

MORNING PRAYER 
Morning Prayer will be said in the Priory at 08.45 on Wednesdays 
and Fridays. 
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES ON ASH WEDNESDAY 

There will be two celebrations of the Eucharist on Ash Wednesday, 06 
March, a said service at 10.00 and a sung one at 19.00. Both services 
will include the Imposition of Ashes for those who wish to receive it. 

PALMS FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 

If you have any palm crosses left over from last year we would be very 
grateful to receive them to make ash for Ash Wednesday, 06 March. 
Please leave them in church. 

PALM CROSSES 

Palm Crosses will be made in the Boyle Room, on 
Tuesday 09 April at 10.00, led by Betty Nelmes. 
Please note this year it will be on a Tuesday. This is 
always a very happy occasion. Please either just 
come along or have a word with Betty,  

01943 602391. 

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

      HOLY BAPTISM 

18 November  Oscar Ronald James Rapley 

SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY 

03 November Michael Harrison and Victoria Phillip 

08 December James Mitchell and Alisa Kadochnikova 

      MEMORIAL SERVICE 

19 November  Pat Rowell 

05 December  Sheila Clarkson 

12 December  Mary Finney 
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 To be finished  

DATES FOR THE BOLTON PRIORY  CONCERT SERIES 2019 
Saturday 11th May 

Songs of Love and Marriage and Trial by Jury 

The  Aireborough Gilbert and Sullivan Society 

Further concerts will take place on 

Saturday 08 June 

Saturday 22 June   

Saturday 13 July 

Full details of all concerts will be published in the March magazine. 

 
 
The 2019 series is kindly sponsored by Kirbys Solicitors of Harrogate 

FRIEND’S NOVEMBER VISIT TO CASTLE HOWARD 
Friends and guests were treated to a magical outing at Castle Howard 
which was transformed for the festive season. The theme for 2018 
was ‘The Twelve  Days of Christmas’. Theatrical designers Charlotte 
Lloyd Webber, daughter in law of Andrew, and Bretta Gereke had 
produced a stunning array of flamboyant displays and installations in 
each room. Christmas carol and festive rituals had been brought to life 
against the backdrop of Castle Howard’s outstanding collections. For 
two weeks in mid-November the House is closed to the public whilst 
the designers, staff and volunteers transform each room with their 
creations and decorations. The 26 foot Christmas tree in the Grand 
Hall came from Norfolk and was enchantingly decked with 3,000 
baubles. Four exquisite calling birds were painted in Castle Howard 
bedroom colours and on the bed was a special costume for the 
Twelfth Night party.  The dodecahedron table in the dining hall was 
beautifully prepared for the festivities. Our Christmas visit culminated 
in spending a brief reflective period in the chapel with the nativity 
figures and crib. Sincere thanks to Jill Riley and  Jenny Laycock for 
their excellent organisation of this outing.     Jean Crawford 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS FROM  

JONATHAN AND REBECCA CAIN 
A bit of an overdue note to all at the Priory to say a Happy and 
Healthy 2019 and also to say thank you for the leaving presentation 
and the gifts and flowers. We also want to say a big thank you for all 
the support given to Mary’s Meals during our time at the Priory. It 
was very much appreciated. 

Hope everyone is well and excited to receive the new Rector soon! 

With love and best wishes, 

Jonathan and Rebecca  

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION 
The magazine team are delighted to welcome Jill Holmes who has 
volunteered to distribute the magazine. If you know of anyone who 
would like a magazine and is currently not receiving one please 
contact: 
Church Office:  01756 710238  
or the Editor:   01943 430654.  

AIREBOROUGH GILBERT & SULLIVAN SOCIETY 
Our next production in Yeadon Town Hall from 07 to 09 February  will 
be ‘Trial by Jury’ preceded by a selection of choruses and songs from 
other G and S shows on the theme of ‘Love and Marriage’.  
There will be further performances at other venues across Yorkshire.   

Helmsley Arts Centre,  
09 March  

All Saints Church, Barwick in Elmet, 
15 March 

St Michael and All Angels Church, Linton near Grassington, 
16 March  

Bolton Priory Church,  
11 May  
At Yeadon Town Hall ticket prices are, £13 Balcony, £12 stalls, with a 
concession of £1 on each, children £5. They can be booked online at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/agss or by phoning the box office on 0333 
666 3366, 50p booking fee per ticket. 

http://ticketsource.co.uk/agss
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MEN OF OAR 
Men of Oar are near the end of their epic voyage and 

hope to arrive at their destination at the end of January.  
‘We are now at longitude 17degrees 58.595N latitude 47degrees 32.800W, 
approximately 815 nautical miles from our destination. The boat has sped up 
since we hit the half way point. This is in part due to the natural flow of the 
Atlantic and the drive to finish this crossing strongly. Our misfortune of 
starting thirty hours plus after everyone else may in fact be a bigger driving 
force than expected. We have certainly surprised ourselves as we are 
chasing the faster designed boats for a potential top half finish. This was 
never our plan! We have managed to combine mid Atlantic swimming, a 
spot of fishing, whale watching , dolphin watching, sunset beers, so to now 
also be told we might actually get a good crossing time and position would 
merely be a bonus! 
What's it been like? Mostly boring, we live shift to shift. The day is simple, 
2hrs on, 2hrs off, 2hrs on, 4hrs off, repeat. The rota is controlled by the 
rowers who have a great sense of relief when they get to call ‘15mins’, then 
10 and five minutes  at change over, whilst the sleepy person going on feels 
a certain amount of foreboding, depending on the state of the sea. During 
the four hour break jobs need doing, washing up, clothes washing, 
maintenance etc. We were rowing three up but that proved in fact slower 
than just two rowing, so with the extra rest we have managed to maintain 
good speed, boat discipline and levels of alertness. Not to say that some 
nights we haven't fallen asleep on the oars because we have! 
Living conditions are cramped, damp, humid, largely uncomfortable and 
shared with another naked man! All totally normal, three of us went to 
boarding school. The cabins get incredibly hot during the day and suffer 
from condensation at night keeping it damp throughout. If the sea is calm 
enough we allow ourselves to keep the hatch ajar so as to let in a small 
amount of air to keep cool, but only if someone is awake and we can close 
the hatches quickly if needed. We had cooking equipment to boil water but 
this proved to be very time consuming and cumbersome. We had heard  
numerous stories of people scalding themselves in the heavy seas. 
Therefore, we have been eating food cold for the last 35 days. Spicy pork 
noodles are dreadful, can't wait for that burger and fries in Antigua. 
The weather was pretty awful during the first week as we got used to our 
sea-going home. We made use of the sea anchor which slowed progress for 
a day and our power assisted auto helm steering decided it would take too 
much of our battery, then broke anyway. As a result we had to create a foot 
steering system, which we have been using ever since. The waves in that 
week provided us with our fastest speed of 8.5 knots. It has been incredibly 
exhilarating to be accelerated down 20ft waves whilst trying to keep the  
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boat straight! In weeks 2,3,4 the weather was fine, mostly calm and sunny 
with little to no wind. This allowed us time to catch up with the faster 
designed boats. Last week's weather was variable with wind from all 
directions, waves pushing us all over and heavy downpours accompanied 
with fork and sheet lightning. This further adds to the dampness in the 
cabins as we pile in after a session on the oars in soaking kit. The running 
joke at present is that a ‘sniper’ wave will get you in the first 5 minutes of 
a shift then after drying for 1hr 50mins another will hit you just as you are 
set to finish. All we can hope for now is that wind and currents be 
consistent and push us this last little bit. However, if the Atlantic has 
taught us anything, it is that she is unpredictable as she is all powerful, we 
are merely being allowed to cross at her discretion and good grace. 
Highlights? Being followed by Minke whales, dolphins and Storm Petrel 
birds. We have some amazing footage to show you all. Seeing a whale 
breech fully out of the water next to us and come thundering back into the 
water will stay with me forever. Watching dolphins jumping out of the 
water, chasing each other through the waves on New Year's Eve was a 
great way of marking that particular mile stone too. The night sky is like 
you have never seen it. Unaffected by any light it is a mass of glitter 
liberally spread above your head, with the Milky Way a brilliant streak 
splitting the sky in two. When there are hard moments the Storm Petrel 
will appear swooping just above the wave tops circling the boat, it feels 
comforting, in a funny way, as if land isn't too far away. When we read up 
on how far they fly from land, less so. 
What for the next two weeks? Take each degree of distance, day, distance 
waypoint, at a time. Little victories keeps morale high. Allowing myself to 
dream of the finish now, but keeping it focused for now, still plenty to do! 
Thinking about my wife, home and thoughts of all those who have 
sponsored us, helped us, are willing us on. It's not over until we are parked 
up in Nelson's Dockyard, and the beard is removed!!! 

William Theakston 

The Men of Oar  
have raised over 
£46,000 to date in 
support of  the 
charities Bowel 
Cancer and 
Combat Stress. 
You can still 
support them . 
Visit their website; 

menofoar.com 
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2018 proved a very busy year for Baby Basics and we were able to 
help over a 100 vulnerable Mothers.  Little did Lorely  envisage when 
she set up the Bradford branch of Baby Basics that the demand would 
be so great.   
To this end I would like to thank the Bolton Abbey congregation for 
the way that they have responded to the cause.  Sadly, there are 
many people that I am unable to thank personally as I don’t know the 
donors but I am very appreciative.  
I would like to think 2019 would see a reduction in the need for such 
requests but I somehow don’t think it will happen in this uncertain 
world we live in. 
Happy New Year from Lorely and I thank you again for your continual 
and generous support.    

Mary Vineall  

01756 753013 

BOXED GIVING ENVELOPES    
The new boxed giving envelope sets will be in the Tower for you to 
collect from Sunday 10 March.  Please collect yours to save on 
postage. 

PARISH MAGAZINE DEADLINE MARCH MAGAZINE 
Please can we have any copy for the March magazine by 15 February 
sent either to the Editor or the Church Office. 

POSTAL MAGAZINES 
If you would like to receive your magazine by post just let the Church 
Office know, 01756 710238.  The cost is £9.50.  You can also read it 
on the Priory website at www.boltonpriory.org.uk  
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MAGAZINE ARCHIVES 

PAROCHIAL NOTES 

100 YEARS AGO- FEBRUARY 1919 

Letter from the Italian Front.- In response to a request from the 
Rector, one of our Bolton Abbey lads has written an account of his 
impression of Northern Italy during his time with the troops assisting 
the Italians. His letter follows: 
“The boys of ……….Battery were all in high spirits on hearing the 
good news that they were under orders for Italy. After three 
months’ hard fighting none of them were broken hearted at leaving 
‘the mud of Flanders’. We thought, before entraining, the journey 
would be somewhat monotonous, but we found it very interesting 
as we came through the Riviera, where some of the most 
magnificent scenery in the world is to be seen scenery that will dwell 
in one’s mind forever. We stopped at most of the large stations, 
where we received a splendid reception from the people; they gave 
us coffee, sweets, cakes, cigarettes, chocolate and other things. 
Several of them could speak English. Some of them had left their 
homes and belongings in the north of Italy owing to their being 
invaded by the Austrians and had sought refuge in the Riviera. As 
the train was leaving the stations, they cheered us and shouted at 
the top of their voices ‘Long live the victorious British.’ After 
detraining and doing a couple of hundred miles’ march towards the 
line, we came in contact with the Italian peasantry; they were rather 
shy at first, I think they thought the British were rather distrustful. 
They soon altered their ideas and realized what we had done for 
them. Taking them on the whole, they are not a bad race of people, 
good and bad are to be found amongst them as in any other nation. 
They have only one religion, at least in the north. It is similar to our 
Roman Catholic one and appears to be very strict. They attend 
church about four times on Sundays, the first service commencing at 
6 am. The chief occupation is farming. Their methods are very old 
fashioned ones, they do all their ploughing and farm work with oxen; 
some of them keep a donkey to do their marketing with and to have 
a drive out. The very poor people, who have no land, keep a couple 
of goats or so; what they live on surprises me more than anything 
else. They are rationed, just like in England. It is very seldom that  
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they get any meat. For breakfast they have a basin of coffee or milk 
and water with ‘polenta’ broken up amongst it. They eat very little 
bread; this ‘palenta’ as they call it is made from Indian meal. They 
boil it in a large pan until it is very stiff, then they tip it out onto a 
board and cut off slices with a piece of thread as they need it. They 
also eat a large amount of salad, it is a herb that grows in the fields. 
They make dinner and tea from that along with more ‘palents’ and a 
drop of ‘vine’. Perhaps you are aware that a large amount of grapes 
are grown in Italy. That is what two certain kinds of wine are made 
from; the black grapes make ‘vine rosa’ and the white ones make 
‘vine bianca’. They also send a large amount of grapes to the 
markets to be sold for eating purposes. Of course I don’t want to 
impress on you that everyone lives like that, it is decidedly different 
in the large towns and down south. I don’t think any of the British 
Tommies out here fancy such food, as we have had splendid rations 
since we have been out in this country. We find their wood fires in 
winter very acceptable to sit beside and have a drink of coffee with 
them; they are also very good at washing our clothes for us at a 
reasonable price. Coal is very 
scarce, I have not seen any of 
them use it because it is very 
expensive. The women work just 
like the men. In summer they 
wear no boots or stockings. The 
same thing applies to the 
children and such a thing as a 
bad walker I have not yet seen. 
The girls are very pretty indeed, 
very dark in complexion the 
majority of them. Although they 
live very plain, they look well on 
it. I am afraid I have not got any 
more time to spare on this 
subject at the moment, or I shall 
be neglecting other 
correspondence. 

Yours sincerely, 
 ‘NO NAMES , NO PACK DRILL’ 
(Later attributed to Albert Wallbank) 
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 PARCEVALL HALL 
POSITION AVAILABLE FOR A GENERAL ASSISTANT/COOK 
Parcevall Hall in Skyreholme, Appletreewick, is the Retreat House for 
the Diocese of Leeds. Nine miles from Skipton and twelve miles from 
Ilkley, we are situated in idyllic surroundings near the Dales Way. We 
run a full programme of events alongside private residential stays 
throughout the year.  
We are urgently looking for a general assistant/cook to join our very 
friendly team for between 24 and 30 hrs per week over 4 – 5 shifts.  
These will include some evening and weekend shifts, but we aim to 
be flexible and accommodate other commitments wherever this is 
feasible. We have a member of staff leaving shortly and a busy year 
ahead! 
The Diocese of Leeds pays the Real Living Wage.  You can find details 
of this at https://www.livingwage.org.uk/what-real-living-wage. 
If you think you might be interested in joining us, please contact Jo 
Craven, Warden, on 01756 720213 for an informal chat, or by email 
at admin@parcevallhall.org.uk 
Jo Craven Warden Parcevall Hall 

01756 720213 parcevallhall.org.uk 

CONGRATULATIONS TO SUSANNE LOWETH 
Susanne, who lives in Beamsley, has been awarded a gold certificate 
of excellence in the 2019 Wedding Awards from the national 
planning and website and ‘app’ bridebook.co.uk.  
Suzanne launched Beamsley Blooms four years ago. She aims to 
provide natural garden-inspired bridal floristy and regularly provides 
flowers for weddings at many popular local venues. 
 

HELPERS NEEDED 

The Bolton Abbey Village Hall  committee is looking for someone to 
help clear up after weddings and other events and to act as bar staff 
on occasion.  There is an increasing need for people willing to fulfil 
these roles and who would like  to earn a little extra money on an 
occasional basis.  
If you are interested please have a word with Margaret Cody  
01756 710587. 
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