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OUR MISSION 

A community seeking to live well with God,  

gathered around Jesus Christ in prayer and fellowship,  

and committed to welcome, worship and witness.  

 
 

The Church Office 
Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 

01756 710238 
office@boltonpriory.org.uk 

 
The Rector 

The Rectory, Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 
01756 710326 

rector@boltonpriory.org.uk 
 

Website 
www.boltonpriory.church 

 
 

SUNDAY   

08.00 Holy Communion  

09.15 Liquid Family Worship First Sunday of month 

10.30 Sung Eucharist  

      

      
WEDNESDAY   

10.00 Holy Communion  

18.45 Choir Practice  

All regular services are according to the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), except 
for the Family service, an informal service for young and old. 

WEDDINGS and BAPTISMS: By arrangement via the Church Office. 
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        Issue Number 458 
April 2019  

 
From Revd Nicholas Mercer 
 
I have now been back in the United Kingdom for nearly three months 
after a year in the South Atlantic. Spring is finally emerging from the 
gloom of winter, but it goes without saying that we are all living in a 
world of uncertainty. 29 March has now been replaced by 12 April 
and an uncertain political future still lies ahead. I have been joking 
with the Leeds Diocesan Office that my move to Bolton Abbey may 
coincide with the imposition of martial law and this might delay the 
removal company. Thanks to the EU last week, I think we may now 
get through! 

Uncertainty however is a factor in all our lives. Each New Year we 
wish each other a happy New Year not knowing what will unfold. 
Very often our fears are unfounded and we worry unnecessarily. On 
the other hand, we can be suddenly overcome, reminding us of our 
mortality and, above all, our reliance on Almighty God. 

Not knowing what the future holds is an inevitable part of starting 
any new job. I was uplifted however by the very warm welcome that 
you gave to me a fortnight ago. This has greatly lifted my spirits and 
was like the arrival of spring. However, feeling apprehensive is part of 
our human condition and one wouldn’t be human if not to be  
nervous about any new beginning. The journey of faith reflects the 
human predicament. We are journeying through Lent, a time of great 
trial, and an uncertain political and personal future lay ahead of our 
Lord two thousand years ago. He was right to be nervous. However, 
the majesty of our faith is that we know how events subsequently 
unfolded and I believe our faith provides us with the certainty we 
need through the uncertainty of our lives. 

In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, 15, he triumphantly proclaims the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. This fact changes our 
world forever. The Resurrection provides a radically different 
paradigm through which all our lives must be seen. If Christ rose from 
the dead, we know that there is both an earthly and heavenly 
kingdom. If Christ rose from the dead, we know that even death can 
be overcome. All our earthly troubles are but nought. 
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We know that our Redeemer lives. 

We very much look forward to joining you on  01 April. 

Nicholas 

 
FROM ‘THE TIMES’ 
REPORTING ON THE GENERAL SYNOD  

NUNN SO BRAVE 
Bravest Decision of the Week Award goes to the Dean of Southwark, 
the Very Reverend Andrew Nunn. Chairing a debate at General 
Synod, he responded to time constraints by limiting the next speaker 
to just three minutes, even though the next speaker was the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Justin Welby did not take this lying down. 
Before commencing his remarks he turned to Nunn and said ‘I notice 
there is a vacancy for the Deanery of the Falkland Islands……..’!!! 

Thanks to Carol Wade 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 07 April in 
church, immediately after the 10.30 service. Please do stay and show 
your support. Coffee will not be served on this occasion. 

BLESSING OF THE LAMBS 
The service of the 
Blessing of the Lambs will 
take place this year on 
Sunday, 14 April at 16.30. 
This celebration is 
especially popular with 
the younger members of 
our community who can 
stroke and hold the 
lambs. The service is also 
a wonderful opportunity 
for us to remember and 
give thanks for the many 
sheep farmers in our community. 
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PARISH CHURCH COUNCIL  26 February  
The meeting started with a prayer, read by Gerry Yates. around our 
new table formation which makes it look less like an interview panel 
and much more sociable, even though we are discussing serious PCC 
matters. 

The Estate have agreed to let us have our car park space back at the 
side of the church for people with disabilities, loading and unloading 
flowers, props for the Liquid Service and many other uses. 

A new light has been fitted by the Boyle room steps, which is so 
much brighter and safer but we are still awaiting a motion sensor, 
which will make a big difference. 

We received a letter from the Bishop of Leeds, Rev Nicholas Baines, 
thanking the PCC and congregation for paying our Parish Share in 
full.  We do need to increase our individual giving and this year there 
will be a stewardship campaign led by our new Rector. 

What a start Nicholas is going to have, his first service is followed by 
the AGM, then a stewardship campaign and also the Priory Heritage 
Campaign. It is very important that we support him in the best way 
we can and give him a very warm welcome. In readiness for the start 
of his ministry the candelabra will have been refurbished, vestments 
cleaned, and a new oven in the Rectory. 

Unfortunately our application to the Liz and Terry Bramall 
Foundation for funding towards the Priory Heritage Project has been 
rejected, although we did make the short list.  Very disappointing, 
but many thanks to Liz Clayton and Andrew Wade for all their hard 
and sometimes complicated work, it is most appreciated.  Better 
luck next time! 

Dimplex are replacing the overhead heating in the Boyle Room, free 
of charge, due to the existing ones having faulty plating. 

Jean Crawford, our disability representative, attended a very 
interesting training day. She thought taking the Eucharist by BSL, 
British Sign language, was extremely moving and incredibly uplifting. 

Jean has produced some cards, which she is donating to the Guides. 
She has been invited to their AGM to give a brief talk on her 
experience and to share ideas of how the Guides would be able to 
help people if necessary. 
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The AGM is approaching, Sunday 07 April, so if anyone would like to 
join the PCC would they please let me know.  It is a very interesting 
experience! 

Sandra Stubbs  
PCC Secretary 
 

FOOT WASHING 
Volunteers are needed for foot washing at the 
Maundy Thursday service on 18 April at 19.00. 
Please give your names to the Church Office. 
 

 
CHORAL HOLIDAYS SINGING IN CHURCH 
Thirty eight people who are on a singing holiday will be hosted by the 
Priory on Tuesday to Friday, 14,15,16 and 17 May.  Each day they will 
rehearse in the Priory and at 17.00 will sing Evensong.  
On Thursday 17 at 19.00 they will sing a short service of Compline in 
the Priory ruins. They have said ‘We would be very happy to have a 
congregation for any or all of the services’, so please feel free to 
come along.   

 

PALM CROSSES 
Palm Crosses will be made in the Boyle Room on 
Tuesday 09 April at 10.00, led by Betty Nelmes. This 
is always a very happy occasion. Please either just 
come along or have a word with Betty, 01943 
602391. 

 
 

FEBRUARY  FIGURES 
The average weekly attendance at all Sunday 
services of adults and children in February was 119. 
The average weekly receipts to the Priory in 
February was £1,361. In February there were 8816 
visitors. 
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  HOVINGHAM HALL & KNARESBOROUGH CHURCH                               
Wednesday 12 June 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME 
The Friends of Bolton Priory have arranged a visit to Hovingham Hall 
and Knaresborough Parish 
Church. Hovingham Hall is a 
country house built in the 
Palladian style which for 
generations has been the seat of 
the Worsley family and was the 
childhood home of the Duchess 
of Kent. It was built in the 18th 
century on a site the Worsleys 
have occupied since the 16th 
century.  
Group tours for the public are available during the month of June 
each year so we are very fortunate to have secured this booking.  The 
coach will leave Bolton Abbey at 09.00 and on arrival we will be 
served tea, coffee and scones before being treated to a guided tour of 
the building as well as being able to view the magnificent grounds. 
We will then take a leisurely walk through the village to the Worsley 
Arms Hotel where we will be served lunch comprising York ham, 
poached salmon, salads and new potatoes.  A vegetarian option is 
also available.  
Menu choices need to be pre-ordered by Wednesday 29 May. 
After lunch we will travel to the Parish Church of St John the Baptist, 
Knaresborough. Initially constructed during Norman times, the 
features are remarkably well preserved.  We will have a guided tour 
followed by a prayer before setting off home.  
We will arrive back at Bolton Abbey at approximately 18.00. 

 
The total cost for the day including 
travel, tours, morning coffee with 
scones and lunch is £42.00.  If you 
would like to join us please complete 
the Events Booking Form in the Tower 
or contact Jean Crawford,  
jeancrawford@rocketmail.com 

mailto:jean_crawford@rocketmail.com
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THE LILY AND THE ROSE: MUSIC INSPIRED BY THE EAST 
WALL PAINTING IN BOLTON PRIORY 
Saturday 18 May at 19.30  
The Priory Church of St Mary and St Cuthbert, Bolton Abbey  
In aid of The Priory Heritage Project. 
Cantores Salicium is pleased to present a programme inspired by the 
beautiful east wall painting in the Priory.  Each of the plants depicted 
represents a biblical symbol: barley and vines for the sacraments, 
roses and passion flowers for the crucifixion, palms for the 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem and also the triumph of the risen 
Christ, and Madonna lilies for the Virgin Mary.  There are numerous 
musical settings of the biblical descriptions of these plants, and in this 
programme the audience will be treated to choral works ranging from 
the Renaissance to the twentieth century. 

The predominance of the Madonna lily amongst the images is seen in 
three works, Guerrero’s Ave virgo sanctissima (Hail most holy virgin), 
Brumels’ Sicut lilium (as the lily amongst thorns) and Peter Philips’ 
Salve regina (Hail holy queen), these being interspersed amongst the 
other plants as they are in the painting.  Barley is represented first by 
Byrd’s Ego sum panis vivos (I am the true bread) and later by Mozart’s 
haunting Ave verum corpus .  Poulenc’s Vinea mea electa (My chosen  
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vine) is a motet for Good Friday in which we hear the unequivocal call 
to release Barrabas and Tchaikovsky’s ‘Crown of Thorns’, sung in 
Russian, foretells the crucifixion. The first half ends with Philips’ 
Surgens Jesus (The risen Jesus).  It seemed appropriate to include a 
setting of the mass and the concert ends with Haydn’s delightfully 
sunny St Nicolas Mass, with soloists from the choir.  We are delighted 
that our organist will be Timothy Raymond. 

Lindy Williams 

Tickets at £12 including interval refreshments, under 18s free,  
are available from choir members, on the door on the evening of 
the concert, or may be reserved by contacting us via our website:  
www.cantores-salicium.org.uk 
 

The Chamber Choir of the Dales 
 

CANTORES SALICIUM AWARD 
Cantores Salicium, principal guest choir of Bolton Priory, has won the 
Craven Community Champions Award for 2018 in the Arts and 
Culture section.  
At the recent  presentation event there were many inspirational 
groups contributing to the community in Craven in a variety of ways, 
from sport to discos 
to embroidery. A 
spokesman for 
Cantores Salicium 
said ‘it was a great 
honour for us to be 
amongst all this and 
it is a great boost for 
our commitment to 
involving young 
people in our music-
making and to 
bringing a range of choral music to this area’. 
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THE VISITORS’ BOOK 
Our Visitors’ Book is very popular. Some people just write their name 
and where they are from, either formally, like ‘Lord McMillan 
(Argyllshire)’ or casually, like ‘Betty from Canada’. One couple that 
used to visit regularly and always wrote in the book eventually just 
said: ‘It’s us again.’ 
Many people say how beautiful and peaceful the church is and admire 
the flower arrangements and the fact that the church is well looked 
after. I hope our flower arranging, cleaning and maintenance teams 
realise how much their efforts are appreciated. 
But some people have a message to impart, like the foreign visitor, 
obviously a seasoned traveller, who couldn’t believe that we didn’t 
have someone standing guard over the sales table. He told us: ‘This is 
my first visit to the church and I think it is magnificent. I loved the gifts 
and the trust people have on visitors to put money for the purchases 
in the box. No place in the world have I seen such trust.’ 
A Romanian visitor struggled with his English in his determination to 
tell us his views. He wrote: ‘We were very impressed by Abbey and 
what he was preserved in time. We are from Romania with which 
Prince Charles a good friend. Thanks to God and our friends for this 
blessed day.’ 
It seemed churlish not to show that we were paying attention to their 
thoughts so there is now a notice with the book which thanks them for 
signing the book and assures them that we like reading their 
comments and finding out where they’re from. There follows a list, 
compiled assiduously by Betty Nelmes, of all the places represented in 
the previous year. It’s an amazing list! 
The most moving entries are from people in the grip of such a strong 
emotion that they just have to share it with us. One person conveyed 
her joy and gratitude in two simple sentences: ‘Ten years ago I came 
here to pray for a child. Today I came back with my son.’ 
And a few days ago I saw this written in a very childish hand. I reckon 
the child was about eight or nine years: ‘My Grandma is the best 
Grandma because she is very kind but she has died and I am very sad 
because I loved her and she means the World to me and she loves this 
place. She loved ginger biscuits.’ What a vivid picture this gives us of 
Grandma! And what a wonderful tribute from a loving grandchild! 
 
Liz Higgins 
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BARBARA HOBBS RIP 
We are extremely sad to report the recent death of a much loved and 
respected member of the Priory community. Barbara Hobbs died, 
after a short stay in Airedale Hospital, on Thursday, 21 March. 
Barbara’s obituary will appear in the May magazine 

THE WEDNESDAY NIGHTERS 
Bolton Abbey Village Hall 19.30  
On Wednesday 03 April Steve Wilton will give a talk and slideshow 
entitled ‘Lady Anne Clifford’s Father: The Life and Times of George 
Clifford 3rd Earl of Cumberland.’  
Our local connections with the Clifford family should make this 
evening especially interesting. 
On 01 May Mike Dixon will give us a PowerPoint presentation entitled 
‘Ilkley and the Water Cure’. 

Tea and cakes are served after the talk.  Entrance is free as we hold a 
raffle to cover our costs.  Do come and join us.  Everyone is very 
welcome.  

BOLTON ABBEY WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

On Tuesday 16 April our speaker will be Liz Pratt 
who will be entertaining us with an evening of 
humorous and dialect poetry.  The meeting 
starts at 19.30 in Bolton Abbey Village Hall.  
Please come and join us for what promises to be 
a fun evening. 
If you are interested in joining Bolton Abbey WI, please contact 
Margy Stockdale on 01756 720677 or just come along for a taste of 
what happens during our meetings. 

BOOKING BOLTON ABBEY VILLAGE HALL 

If you are interested in booking the hall please either email, 
bookings@boltonabbeyvillagehall.co.uk  or ring 01756 710587. 

OTLEY EARLY MUSIC 
Date for your diary 
The Otley Early Music Group will be singing for 
pleasure in the Priory on Monday 27 May at 13.00. 

mailto:bookings@boltonabbeyvillagehall.co.uk
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          APRIL 
01 Monday   19.00  Institution and Induction Service for the  

         new Rector, Revd Nicholas Mercer 

03 Wednesday 19.30  The Wednesday Nighters 

06 Saturday   13.00  Marriage of Daniel Conlon and  

         Joanne Whalley 

07 SUNDAY     LENT 5 

      09.15  Liquid Family Service 

      12.00  The Priory Annual General Meeting 

08 Monday   11.00  Summer Guiding starts at the Priory 

09 Tuesday   10.00  Palm Crosses to be made in  

         the Boyle Room 

14 SUNDAY     PALM SUNDAY 

  16.30  Blessing and Thanksgiving for the Lambs 

18 Thursday    Maundy Thursday 

  19.00  Eucharist and Foot Washing 

19 Friday    Good Friday 

  10.00  Children’s Service 

  12.00  Three Hour Devotion 

20 Saturday    Easter Eve 

  19.00  Easter Eve Ceremonies, with Lighting of  

     the Easter Candle 

21 SUNDAY    EASTER DAY 

  18.30  Evening Prayer 

23 Tuesday    St George’s Day 

28 SUNDAY    EASTER 1 

  12.30  Holy Baptism  

30 Tuesday    St Mark 
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     MAY 

01 Wednesday    St Philip and St James 

  19.30  The Wednesday Nighters 

03 Friday  14.00  Marriage of Toby Iles and  

     Anna  Simpson  

04 Saturday 09.15  Meeting for those wishing to be married  

     at the Priory 

05 SUNDAY    EASTER 2 

  09.15  Liquid Family Service 

11 Saturday 12.00  Marriage of Edward Wilson and 

     Lucy George 

  14.00  Bolton Abbey Show 

  19.30  Priory Concert Series, Aireborough G and S 

     Songs of Love and Marriage 

12 SUNDAY    EASTER 3 

     The Friends of Bolton Priory AGM 

18 Saturday 12.00  Marriage of Robert Chew and 

     Emily Wallbank 

  19.30  Cantores Salicium concert in aid of the   
     Priory Heritage Project 

19 SUNDAY    EASTER 4 

   

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

      HOLY BAPTISM 

10 February Wilfred Patrick Painter 

 Stephen Alan Caswell 

 

      FUNERAL SERVICE 
18 February  Michael Roberts 

 
      INTERMENT OF ASHES 
03 February  Susan Feather 
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 To be finished  

BOLTON PRIORY  CONCERT SERIES 2019 
Saturday 11 May 19.30 

Songs of Love and Marriage and Trial by Jury 
The  Aireborough Gilbert and Sullivan Society 
The society will be making 
a welcome return to the 
Priory on 11 May. They will 
be performing a staged 
production of ‘Trial by Jury’ 
preceded by a selection of 
choruses and songs from 
other Gilbert and Sullivan 
shows on the theme of  
‘Love and Marriage’, which 
will set the scene for the 
jilting of the bride that 
results in ‘Trial by Jury’!  

Saturday 08 June 19.30 

‘of Time and Place’  
Cantabile, a chamber choir, and Katy Kelly, soprano soloist, present a 
programme of music for a summer’s evening.  
 

Wine and soft drinks will be served in the interval. 
Tickets at £12 are available from the Church Office please enclose a 
SAE, or online at www.boltonpriory.org.uk/tickets 
 

The 2019 series is kindly sponsored by Kirbys Solicitors of Harrogate 
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FRIENDS OF BOLTON ABBEY SPRING LECTURE 
On Friday 08 March, the Friends’ Annual Spring 
Lecture was given by Laura Cavendish, Countess 
of Burlington. Laura is married to William, Earl of 
Burlington, the son of the current Duke of 
Devonshire. When Laura mentioned to her 
mother in law, the Duchess of Devonshire, that 
she needed a christening robe for her newborn 
son, James, she had no idea that her throwaway 
comment would result in the discovery of a 
staggering collection of costumes and other 
household textiles dating back to the 16th century. She selected 
Nancy Mitford’s former gown for James’ christening - ‘they 
christened children incredibly young 100 years ago, so it was the only 
one that fitted’ -  but her curiosity about the family she had married 
into was piqued. From then it became her mission to start looking 
through Chatsworth’s many archives and storage boxes.  
Rummaging through Chatsworth’s textile department produced 
everything from luxurious furniture covers to christening robes, bed 
jackets and hats bearing the names of Nancy Mitford and Deborah 
Mitford, Duchess of Devonshire. One item of clothing, which had 
been bundled into a bag, turned out to be an exclusive Christian Dior 
gown of the palest pink, designed especially for Deborah in the year 
of the Queen’s coronation. We, Laura’s fortunate audience, shared 

her delight on a 
journey through 
Chatsworth’s stylish 
history. A thoroughly 
enjoyable and 
informative evening.  
Thank you to Jill Riley 
and her committee for 
arranging such a 
fascinating evening. 

Judy Allen 
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PARISH DISABILITY REPS TRAINING EVENT                                 

Christ Church, Moldgreen, Huddersfield 

About fifty-five PCC Disability Representatives from the Diocese of 
Leeds attended a training day facilitated by the Disability Team.  The 
focus addressed physical disability as well as considering the 
practicalities of church services experienced by those affected by 
mental health and psychological issues such as dementia and autism. 
The purpose of the training was to affirm individuals’ differences; to 
recognise the importance of inclusivity and how this can be achieved 
by the church community. There was also a brief session on the 
Theology of Inclusion, stressing the importance of ensuring that 
everyone finds the church environment inviting and comfortable for 
worship.  Essentially when disabled people are missing from worship, 
the Church fails to be a Church. 
There was a wide range of experience amongst the attendees either 
because of their own physicality or because they have family 
members who have to overcome various difficulties.   
Ultimately it is hoped that all churches will have a named disability 
representative. The Disability Task Group was formed about thirteen 
years ago and in recent years has become more actively involved 
across the diocese. The Disability Strategy has been drafted and is 
awaiting confirmation from the Synod.  It is intended that area teams 
will be formed to ensure good networking opportunities and localised 
training. 
How are we doing at Bolton Priory? 
On the whole I think that we do reasonably well.  We have a sensitive 
team of stewards and guides who are willing to assist visitors with 
particular needs and I like to believe that there is an awareness and 
respect towards everyone.  There are guidelines that can be followed 
to ensure that Bolton Priory is accessible and welcoming to everyone 
including those with disabilities.  We have services and hymn books in 
large print for those who are visually impaired. If people do not speak 
directly into the microphones then at times part of the service isn’t 
audible for those who have a deficit in their hearing and this can pose 
difficulties. 
The training raised behavioural factors from worshippers who may be 
on the autistic spectrum or those suffering from dementia.  How 
accommodating and understanding is the congregation during 
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Although I have a vast experience of working with people in 
different settings with a wide range of special requirements, the 
morning gave me food for thought with regard to our practices and 
facilities at Bolton Priory. 
Then came the most moving element of the morning.  We all took 
the eucharist using British Sign Language (BSL).  Revd Tracy taught 
us certain signs and how to respond during the service; to take holy 
communion as part of that community was an incredibly uplifting 
experience. 
Jean Crawford   
 
PRIORY ORGAN RECITAL 

Friday 31 May 19.30 TO 21.00 

Organ Concert by Dr Roger B Williams MBE 

St Machar’s Cathedral Aberdeen and the University of Aberdeen 

Roger Williams is no stranger to the Priory, having given us two 
memorable recitals in the past. Organist, harpsichordist, conductor, 
composer and singer, his distinguished career encompasses work 
with the BBC Singers, performances at major London concert venues 
such as the Royal Festival Hall, and years as Chorus Master to the 
Royal Scottish National Orchestra. Roger played a central musical 
role performing during Pope Benedict XI’s visit to Glasgow and, in 
addition to his continuing work as organist to the University of 
Aberdeen, has recently been appointed Director of Music at St 
Machar’s Cathedral. Full details of his programme for this two part 
concert will be posted in next month’s Parish Magazine. 

Tim Raymond 

PARISH MAGAZINE DEADLINE MAY MAGAZINE 

Please can we have any copy for the May magazine by 15 April sent 
either to the Editor or the Church Office. 

POSTAL MAGAZINES 
If you would like to receive your magazine by post just let the 
Church Office know, 01756 710238.  The cost is £9.50.  You can also 
read it on the Priory website at www.boltonpriory.org.uk  
 

http://www.boltonpriory.org.uk
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We have had more success than we thought. In the February 
magazine I wrote that over 100 baskets had been delivered. However, 
on 26 February we made up and delivered our two hundredth   

basket and I realised we had been too modest. This basket went to 

a girl who had been trafficked so we can only hope it gave her some 
hope and comfort in what must be a very bewildering existence. 

With grateful thanks for your continued support.   

Mary Vineall  

01756 753013 

 

 

 

BOLTON ABBEY SHOW 
11 May, 14.00 Bolton Abbey Village Hall 

Prize giving at 15.00 by the Rector, Revd Nicholas Mercer 
The 39th Bolton Abbey Village show schedules are available on the 
free table in church and at the Post Office.  Those of you who have 
your magazine delivered will find one enclosed.  There are many 
interesting and different classes so please enter as many as you wish. 
Come along on the day and enjoy looking at the exhibits, the 
children’s classes and the schools’ poster exhibition. Enjoy a cup of 
tea with homemade cakes and meet up with friends. The children can 
exercise their creativity with materials available at the show. The 
winner of the ’Come along and be creative’ class will be chosen on 
the day of the show. 
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MAGAZINE ARCHIVES 
PAROCHIAL NOTES 

100 YEARS APRIL 1919 

Influenza visitation - Bolton Abbey Parish had its share of the 
influenza scourge which raged throughout the country in February and 
March. As may be seen from the record of the parish registers this 
month, there were no less than 5 burials within 9 days and pneumonia 
following on influenzas was the cause of them all. Much sympathy is 
felt for Mrs Bushby in her double bereavement, for Mr Hagar in the loss 
of his wife, for all at Hawpike and for Mr and Mrs Bradley whose sailor 
son died at Salford on his way home from furlough. Such visitations 
indeed remind us very forcibly that ‘in the midst of life we are in 
death’; they come to us as a message from God to be ‘ready against the 
time of His appearing’. 

THE PARISH REGISTERS 
Baptisms 
March 1st, 1919   Marjorie, daughter of George Harry and Marjorie 
       Bateman, of Beamsley Hall. 
March 4th, 1919   Fred, son of John and Rose Annie Metcalf, of   
       Hambleton Cottages. 
Burials 

March 3rd,   1919  Christopher Bushby, aged 28 

March 4th,   1919  Agnes Hagar, aged 58 

March 7th,   1919  Edith Rennard, of Haw Pike, aged 3 

March 8th,   1919  Christopher Alan Bushby, aged 13 months 

March 12th, 1919  Ralph Bradley, of The Bungalow, aged 22 

March 28th, 1919  Emma Ward, of Ilkley, aged 85 

THE SPANISH FLU 
The Spanish Influenza pandemic of 1918 and 1919 was a viral infection 
that spread quickly across the world. Also called La Grippe, young, 
healthy adults were particularly affected by a strain so virulent they 
could fall ill on the way to work and be dead by bedtime. The influenza 
pandemic is recognised as the worst in recorded history, with 50 million 
deaths reported due to the disease worldwide.  
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In the early morning of January 2nd, 1919, during a gale, one of the 
larger limbs of the magnificent old sycamore tree at the west end of 
the Rectory fell and damaged the Rectory roof. The rest of the tree 
had to be cut down for safety’s sake. Admirers of the artistic old 
Rectory will miss the spreading mass of thick foliage, which for so 
many years has added so largely to the background of the picture in 
summer. 

ODE TO A FALLEN TREE 

For some three hundred years or so he reared his noble head, 
And far and wide on every side his mighty arms outspread; 
He stood beside the Rectory o’ershadowing the gate, 
Like some gigantic sentinel, majestic and sedate. 
 
But trees, however sturdily they brave the wind and sun 
Like other things, have only their allotted span to run; 
One dark and stormy winter morn the wind rose to a gale, 
He tried his utmost to resist, but all to no avail! 
 
One mighty limb refused the strain and parted with a crash, 
It fell headlong; and, as it fell, it tried the roof to smash. 
It swept away some chimney pots and several bits of wall, 
And landing on the larder roof, it stayed its heavy fall. 
 
The Rector called in Mr Downs to see the dreadful sight, 
The larder and the chimney pots were in a piteous plight. 
‘This settles it!’ the Agent said, ‘I think it would be best 
To risk no further damages, but cut down all the rest’. 
 
His doom was sealed; the sentence passed; it wasn’t long before 
John Holmes and Matthew Rodwell too arrived with axe and saw. 
Old John and Harry Holmes as well were soon upon the scene, 
And when the tree had ‘licked the dust’ they picked the branches 
clean. 
 
Ah, poor old tree! ‘tis sad to see the place where once you stood, 
And think of all the years you spent in ‘massing all that wood! 
The message of your silent stump is clear to one and all, 
‘All things of dust must come to dust-and pride must have its fall’. 
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 FRIENDS OF BOLTON ABBEY AGM 
Sunday 12th May  
The Annual General Meeting will take place in Bolton Abbey Village 
Hall.  The meeting will immediately follow the 10.30  Morning 
Service.  The AGM will be followed by a lunch which will include a 
vegetarian option.  

Tickets at £15 per person are available from the Church Office. 
Please enclose a SAE. 

THANK YOU FROM THE FAMILY OF MICHAEL ROBERTS 
On behalf of the Roberts family Charlotte and I would like to say 
‘thank you’ to everyone who has sent messages of sympathy and 
kindness following Michael's death in February.  It was a great 
comfort to us and to know that so many people had such fond 
memories of him. 
Thank you. 
Heather Roberts 

HELPERS NEEDED 
The Bolton Abbey Village Hall  committee is looking for someone to 
help clear up after weddings and other events and to act as bar staff 
on occasion.  There is an increasing need for people willing to fulfil 
these roles and who would like  to earn a little extra money on an 
occasional basis.  
If you are interested please have a word with Margaret Cody  
01756 710587. 

HELP THE BOYLE AND PETYT 
The Friends of Boyle and Petyt Primary School 
raise funds by participating in the Rag Bag textile 
recycling scheme. There is a large metal bin in the 
school car park to deposit items that you no 
longer want but which can be re-used. Rag Bag 
welcome wearable men’s, ladie’s and children’s 
clothing, paired shoes, handbags and belts 
deposited in the bin in a securely tied plastic bag. 
The items will then be sorted and graded for re-
use or recycling.  Please note that Rag Bag do not take other items 
such as pillows, duvets, towels or curtains. 
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PRIORY DIRECTORY 

Rector The Revd Nicholas Mercer 01756 710326 
Hon Assistant  Clergy The Revd James Turnbull   
 The Revd Christopher Armstrong   
Churchwardens  Paul Middleton 01943 430654 
 Matthew Hey 07702 555339 
Deputy Churchwardens Susan Barker 01756 711260 
 Barry Cody 01756 710587 
PCC Secretary Sandra Stubbs 01943 463332  
PCC Treasurer Michael Heatley 01423 509629 
Gift Aid Peter Loweth 01756 711129  
Director of Music Tim Raymond  
 stanghan@aol.com   
Works Committee Matthew Hey 07702 555339  
Deanery Synod Andrew Hartley 01943 600645  
Diocesan Synod Andrew Hartley 01943 600645  
Verger  Peter Lambert 07985 136819  
Sacristan Jennifer Hardaker  
Chalicists’ Rota Mike Vineall 01756 753013  
Liquid Worship Judith Schofield 01756 720065  
Electoral Roll Margaret Cody 01756 710238 
Child Protection Libby Packett 01943 817450  
Disabled Representative Jean Crawford 07951 788909 

Sidesmen’s Rota Susan Whittaker 01943  831165 
Flower Rota Lorna Freegard 01943 607907  
Welcome Team Leader Gerry Yates 01535 610690 
Cleaning Rota Andrew Wade 01943 862614  
Magazine Editor Val Middleton 01943 430654 
 priorymagazine@yahoo.co.uk  
Magazine Deputy Editor Judith Allen 01943 434434  
Magazine Advertising  Liz Clayton 01756 711407 
Magazine Distribution Jill Holme 01756 710482 
Priory Friends Jill Riley 01943 830190 
   
   

   


