
 
BOLTON PRIORY 

 
“Whoever tortures a human being,  Whoever abuses a human 
being, Whoever outrages a human being, Abuses God's image, And 
the church takes as its own That cross, that martyrdom." 
 
Archbishop Romero of El Salvador 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIGIL FOR VICTIMS OF TORTURE 
 
 

26th JUNE 2019 
 

12 noon 
 
 
 
 



 
Introduction 

 

Every year on 26th June every year marks the United Nation’s 
International Day in Support of Victims of Torture.  

26th June was selected by the United Nations General Assembly as a 
day to remember victims of torture because it marks the signing of 
the United Nations Charter on the 26th June 1945 and the landmark 
United Nations Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment on the 26th June 
1987. 

 

“This is a day on which we pay our respects to those who have 
endured the unimaginable. This is an occasion for the world to 
speak up against the unspeakable. It is long overdue that a day be 
dedicated to remembering and supporting the many victims and 
survivors of torture around the world.”  
Kofi Annan (UN Secretary-General 1997-2206)  
 

On this day, we express our solidarity with, and support for, the 
hundreds of thousands of victims of torture and their family members 
throughout the world who endure such suffering.  
 
Remembering survivors is vital not only because it reaffirms our 
collective resolve to eradicate this inhuman practice but also because 
we can pay tribute to those who have endured the unimaginable and 
stand in solidarity with victims and their families.  
 
On this day, we pray for justice and healing for people throughout the 
world who have been tortured. We pray for people who inflict torture, 
for they too are tormented. We pray for ourselves, confessing all we 
have done or left undone that may have contributed to the suffering 
of our sisters and brothers. We pray in the name of the One who was 
tortured, died, and rose to save us all.  
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Charter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Convention_against_Torture_and_Other_Cruel,_Inhuman_or_Degrading_Treatment_or_Punishment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Convention_against_Torture_and_Other_Cruel,_Inhuman_or_Degrading_Treatment_or_Punishment


Opening Prayer  
 

God for all peoples, we pray for our brothers and sisters throughout 
your world who endure torture physically, spiritually, and emotionally. 
In their pain may they experience your presence and care, binding 
their wounds and providing support. We pray for our brothers and 
sisters throughout your world who inflict torture physically, spiritually, 
and emotionally. May they experience your presence and care, 
binding the wounds that they receive as they wound others. Open 
them to see the dignity of each person. Strengthen them to seek ways 
to break free from violence. We pray for our brothers and sisters 
throughout your world who authorize torture physically, spiritually, 
and emotionally. Break the hold of fear and anger upon them. Inspire 
them to seek other ways to advance their causes. We pray for 
ourselves, confessing our responsibility for acts of torture that violate 
our sisters and brothers and degrade us and our values. Guide us to 
know about torture, care about torture, and act to end torture. We 
pray in the name of Jesus Christ, whose life, death, and resurrection 
reveal that your love is indeed stronger than torture and fear.  
 

Silence 
 

Case study – Magdulein’s story  
 

Story of Magdulein Abaida (Libya) – by Betty Nelmes 
 

Testimony of Magdulein 
 

“Having endured what I’ve gone through, an important part of 

the healing process is to have a closure. At this time, I don’t have 

that. The people who tortured me are still out there, doing the 

same exact thing to other people. It is very important to me that 

these people are brought to justice.” 

“The worst part is that I did not think I would get out of there 

alive. What I’m looking for is justice, an apology, an 

acknowledgement that this is not okay, that what happened is 

something that shouldn’t be happening, not to me, not to any 

other person. When you acknowledge this, you are not only giving 

me justice, you are giving it to other people as well, who have 

been in my situation, and were not lucky enough to survive.” 



Poem 

Torture by Alice Walker 

When they torture your mother 
plant a tree 
When they torture your father 
plant a tree 
When they torture your brother 
and your sister 
plant a tree 
When they assassinate 
your leaders 
and lovers 
plant a tree 
Whey they torture you 
too bad 
to talk 
plant a tree. 
When they begin to torture 
the trees 
and cut down the forest 
they have made 
start another.     

Silence 

Case Study - Olivier’s story 

Story of Olivier Acuna (Mexico) – by Michael Vineall 

Testimony of Olivier 

“Nobody has been sanctioned for what they did to us, no one has 
ever faced responsibility for the kidnapping, torture, the 
fabrication of evidence, the loss of everything we had. There is no 
justice, there is no reparation of the harm done to us. There is 
nothing.” 

“Torture and ill-treatment continues to be widespread in Mexico, 
as confirmed by the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture Nils 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G17/035/92/PDF/G1703592.pdf?OpenElement


Melzer in his report to the UN Human Rights Council in 2017. 
Common methods of torture include suffocation, sexual violence, 
electric shocks, threats of death, beatings, and psychological 
torture. As Melzer noted in his report, 98% of crimes in Mexico 
remain unpunished.” 

Poem 

Return from Guantanamo by David Gould 

Somewhere between the truth                                          
and its victims, lies the semi truths 
we will never ever be told. 
Somewhere in a land of secrecy, of clouded wit 
those trapped by a freedom, held in iron chains, 
shackled by manacles, not seeing the glimmers 
of each new day that turns its shadow, 
within its sheltered path: 
they supine, lost within the pain 
of never knowing that they are missed and gone. 
We cannot know all the reasons they were held, 
nor ever can anyone tell: 
trapped within systems; 
of secrets, enigmas, cryptograms, confidentialities, 
of state mysteries, double bluffs and just plain lies. 
Innocence spread upon the altars of democracy, 
rarely seeing the charge against them to defend. 
How can we defend such actions in our names; 
these miscarriages of justice, that most of us 
just choose not to see? 
 

Silence   

Reading – Buried Truth by Rowan Williams 

Case Study  - Nazanin’s story 

Story of Nazanin Zakhari Radcliffe – by Reverend Nicholas Mercer 

 



Testimony of Nanazin 
 

Torn apart from her family, Nazanin has chosen to express her 
traumatic experiences through poetry. Her words from behind bars 
provide a way to raise awareness about the experiences of victims of 
torture throughout the world. 
 
Autumn Light 
 

The diagonal lights falling on my bed 
Tells me that there is another autumn on the way 
Without you 
A child turned three 
Without us 
The bars of the prison grew around us 
So unjustly and fearlessly 
And we left our dreams behind them 
We walked on the stairs that led to captivity 
Our night time stories remain unfinished  
And lost in the silence of the night 
Nothing is the same here 
And without you even fennel tea loses its odour 
 
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, Evin prison, Iran, since June 2017 
 
Silence 
 
Intercessions 

Blessing 

 

There will be a retiring collection for the ongoing work of Redress for 
victims of torture. 

 

 

 



 

 
United Nations Day in Support of Victims of Torture 

26th June 2019 
 

“Please join me in helping REDRESS continue their important work. 
REDRESS strives to make a difference by working with torture survivors 
and their families so that they can secure their right to justice and 
move forward their lives with dignity.”  

                                                     Rupert Skilbeck, REDRESS Director 

REDRESS is a specialist NGO which uses the law to seek justice and 
reparation for survivors of torture. It seeks to help individual victims 
of torture, to combat impunity for governments and individuals who 
perpetrate torture, and to advocate for better laws to provide 
effective reparations to survivors. 
 

REDRESS was founded by Keith Carmichael, who was detained without 
charge in the Middle East from 1981 to 1984 and tortured. As a result, 
his spine was severely fractured, and he suffered other grave injuries 
with ongoing symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder, which have 
affected him for the rest of his life. 
 

Following his release, Keith was determined to establish a specialist 
NGO that would assist survivors of torture obtain justice and 
reparations. After consulting numerous experts, REDRESS was 
established in 1992.  
 

While REDRESS is a non-religious organisation, REDRESS is supported 
by a diverse range of groups and individuals of different faiths. We 
welcome people of all faiths who share our vision of a world without 
torture and support our efforts to seek justice for survivors.  
 

Support 
We rely on the generosity of our supporters to work with torture 
survivors to secure justice. We would be so grateful if you could 
arrange a collection for REDRESS in your place of worship or inspire 
your congregation to raise funds in other ways.  

Visit our website to find different ways that you can donate: 
https://redress.org/donate/  

https://redress.org/donate/

