Issue Number 460
June 2019
From Revd Nicholas Mercer

OUR MISSION
A community seeking to live well with God,
gathered around Jesus Christ in prayer and fellowship,
and committed to welcome, worship and witness.
The Church Office
Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL
01756 710238
office@boltonpriory.org.uk
The Rector
The Rectory, Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL
01756 710326
rector@boltonpriory.org.uk
Website
www.boltonpriory.church
SUNDAY
08.00

Holy Communion

09.15

Liquid Family Worship

10.30

Sung Eucharist

First Sunday of month

WEDNESDAY
10.00

Holy Communion

18.45

Choir Practice

All regular services are according to the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), except
for the Family service, an informal service for young and old.
WEDDINGS and BAPTISMS: By arrangement via the Church Office.
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I have just been to my first Deanery Chapter meeting which took
place at the beautiful church of St Mary’s in Kettlewell.
Each time we meet, one member of the clergy is asked to prepare a
short talk and the chosen subject for this meeting was forgiveness.
We were reminded of the words of the Lord’s Prayer ‘Forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us’. We say these
words every time we meet together in Church but rarely do we stop
to consider what they mean. Whilst we might be able to forgive each
other for something relatively small it is so much harder to forgive for
the more serious offences. Indeed, do we ever really forgive others
for these trespasses or do we just learn to live with them? To what
extent would we wish to be forgiven if we had seriously
transgressed?
This month we saw the publication of the interim report into child sex
abuse and, in particular the role of the Church of England. It did not
make attractive reading for the Church and with good cause. The
Church of England was criticised for putting its own reputation above
the needs of the victims. In some parts of the Church of England
there was institutional abuse and an attempt to keep these matters
secret. The Church of England should be ashamed of the way it has
behaved.
However, this episode also raises the issue of forgiveness. Can those
who have been treated so badly forgive the Church? Can the Church
seek forgiveness from those it has failed so badly? Most difficult of
all, can we forgive those who have perpetrated these abuses?
In the aftermath of the Resurrection, we are reminded of our Lord’s
words to his disciples when he appeared to them in the locked room.
After they had received the breath of God, Jesus said ‘If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them, if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained’. Despite the immense difficulties involved with
forgiveness, let us all try and model the Gospel in our lives. When we
say the words in the Lord’s Prayer, let us pause and think what it
might mean for us.
Nicholas
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UNITED NATIONS DAY
IN SUPPORT OF VICTIMS
OF TORTURE
Vigil: Bolton Priory 26 June at 12 noon
As some of you will already know, I am a trustee of a charity called
REDRESS. I was invited to join REDRESS IN 2011 after leaving the Army on
account of my stance for Prisoners of War.
REDRESS was founded by Keith Carmichael, who was detained, without
charge, in Saudi Arabia from 1981 to 1984 and tortured in prison. As a
result, his spine was severely fractured and he suffered other grave injuries.
Following his release, Keith established a specialist NGO, non governmental
organisation, that would assist survivors of torture obtain justice and
reparations. As a result, REDRESS was established in 1992 and is now one of
the most respected NGO’s in this field.
Sadly, torture is a global phenomenon, and today REDRESS is active in many
different parts of the world, having over 60 active cases and projects in
around 40 countries worldwide including in Africa, the Middle East, Europe,
Asia and the Americas.
REDRESS supports victims of torture such as Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, a
British-Iranian mother who still remains arbitrarily imprisoned in Iran.
Every year on 26 June, REDRESS joins survivors and human rights
organisations from across the globe to mark the United Nation’s
International Day in Support of Victims of Torture.

Why your support matters on the UN Day
in Support of Victims of Torture
‘This is a day on which we pay our respects to those who have
endured the unimaginable. This is an occasion for the world to
speak up against the unspeakable. It is long overdue that a day be
dedicated to remembering and supporting the many victims and
survivors of torture around the world.’
Kofi Annan, UN Secretary-General 1997-2006
This year we are holding a vigil for victims of torture at Bolton Priory on the
26 June at 12 noon. The vigil will consist of prayers and reflections for
victims of torture around the world and all those who can attend from
whatever faith community are invited to join us for an hour and help end
this barbaric practice.
‘God hears the groans of the prisoners’ Psalm 102
Revd Nicholas Mercer
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PARISH PARTY
Sunday 23 June 12.00
You are all invited to the Parish Party
A buffet lunch will be served
Liz Hornby has kindly offered to co-ordinate this event. If you would
like to contribute to the buffet or help on the day please ring Liz,
0796 638034, alternatively speak to her or to Margaret Hellewell who
will be in the Tower on Sundays to note down offerings. Help putting
the marquee up would also be greatly appreciated, please ring the
Church Office, 01756 710238.

FOR BETTER FOR WORSE CLUB
Please take a look at the wedding list in the tower and check that the
details we have are correct. If they are not please alter them with the
red pen or add any additional information. Thank you.
Those wedding couples who would like to help with coffee, cleaning
and sidesmen please contact the people below.
Coffee,
Carol Dawson:
caroledawsonwy@gmail.com
Cleaning, Andrew Wade:
awade@awade.co.uk
Sidesmen, Susan Whitaker:
susanfarfield@icloud.com

CELEBRATIONS AT RIPON CATHEDRAL TO MARK 25 YEARS
OF WOMEN'S ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD
Events are taking place to mark a quarter of a century of women’s
ordination to the priesthood in the Church of England. The first group
of women were ordained priests on Saturday 12 March 1994, in
Bristol Cathedral.
On Sunday 16 June at Ripon Cathedral there will be a Eucharist at
15.30 to mark the 25th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women to
the Priesthood. Everyone is welcome!
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A REPORT FROM SKIPTON FOOD BANK
The Food Bank has been very busy on many
fronts in 2018, with a general theme of
increased need across Skipton and Craven.
We gave out 1227 food parcels last year,
about 23 bags every week, which is a 45% increase on the year before
(which in turn, was a 35% increase on the previous year). Just over
half go to families and just under half to individuals. The agencies for
which we provided most food parcels were Christians Against Poverty
and the Job Centre. We have also supported Adult and Children’s
Social Care, Foundation Housing, Horizons addition/dependency
service and have regular contact with 45 different agencies in the
area. Seventy one parcels were given to those making personal
requests or through the church. We also supplied 258 Christmas
parcels, up 15% from the previous year.
Positives to report: donations have pretty much kept up with needs,
in financial terms as well as in food items. We have received over 10
tonnes of food this year - this is pretty amazing, given the level of
need that there has been. We had a good meeting with Julian Smith,
MP, earlier in the year where he listened to the concerns from both
CAP and Food Bank. We have also developed a storage point for bags
in Settle at the Age UK shop so that people don’t always have to come
down to Skipton for support, which is working well and developing
some contacts there. We have made some great contacts in the
community and are delighted to support the Community Café on a
Thursday, as well as Job Club, the Red Box Project, POPI ( Pass On Preloved Items)in Keighley and Baby Basics in Bradford. We have also
been able to support West Craven Food Bank with excess items.
Not-so-positives to report: The numbers of people needing help
continue to increase, with no end in sight at the moment. The length
of time it is taking for mistakes and issues within the benefits system
to be sorted is increasing significantly, leading to people having no
income at all for periods of time. We refer to CAP, Job Club, and other
charities such as Citizen’s Advice Bureau and Carer’s Resource, but
many other places are cutting community support such as outreach
workers as their funding falls. I am personally very sad to see those
who are sick, disabled or very young coming through our doors.
All of this would not be possible without God’s provision – of
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volunteers, time, money and resources to bless others. A HUGE thank
you to all our amazing team of volunteers who come from many
different churches and some with no faith background at all, who join
together to make the Food Bank run. You ARE the Food Bank and it
couldn’t happen without you. Also a HUGE thank you to everyone
who gives so faithfully, as you are blessing so many people that you
have never even met.
If anyone has any questions, comments or queries about the Food
Bank you are always welcome to contact me.
Phil Sage
Skipton Food Bank Manager
www.skiptonfoodbank.org Tel: 07856 080 194
Items urgently needed by the Food Bank are;
Rice
Coffee
Custard
Soap
Shampoo
Toothpaste
Tinned fruit
Rice Pudding
Adult single toothbrushes
Skipton Baptist Church operates five mornings a week and your
contributions are greatly appreciated. If you would prefer to give
money instead that is just as useful. Website: skiptonfoodbank.org
A team of volunteers from the Priory operates at the food bank on
the Wednesday and/or Thursday morning rota. They are extremely
grateful to members of the Priory for their swift response to the
items that are needed which appear on the weekly sheet. If you
would like to join our team of volunteers please have a word with our
Priory team co-ordinator,
Lyn Bartlett, Home 01756 752704, Mobile 0773 2011452
Email lynvbartlett@hotmail.com

APRIL FIGURES
The average weekly attendance at all Sunday services of adults and
children in April was 163. The average weekly receipts to the Priory in
April was £1,909. In April there were 18,758 visitors.

PARISH MAGAZINE DEADLINE JULY MAGAZINE
Please can we have any copy for the July magazine by 15 June sent
either to the Editor or the Church Office.
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CANTORES SALICIUM

The third concert in this year’s series will take place on

Saturday 22 June at 19.30
‘Words and Music for a Summer’s Evening’
The Priory Church, Bolton Abbey BD23 6AL
For this return visit Geoff Druett is joined by Hannah Crerar, mezzosoprano, who studied at the Royal College of Music, and Miles Taylor,
bass-baritone from Birmingham Conservatoire. The accompanist will
be the Priory Church Director of Music, Tim Raymond.

Wine and soft drinks will be served in the interval.
Tickets at £12, are available from the Church Office 01756 710238,
online at www.boltonpriory.org.uk and at the door on the night.
Concertgoers’ Suppers are available at
the Devonshire Brasserie 01756 710710
Priory Concert Series 2019 is sponsored by Kirbys Solicitors, Harrogate
01423 542000
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Our grateful thanks to the Cantores Salicium
choir and their director Lindy Williams who on
18 May presented a wonderful programme of
music entitled ‘The Lily and the Rose’ inspired
by the beautiful east wall painting in the Priory.
In the second half of the concert they were joined by the newly
formed Wharfe String Quartet. The choir was accompanied by the
Director of Music at the Priory, Dr Timothy Raymond. The concert
was held in aid of the Priory Heritage Project.

THE WEDNESDAY NIGHTERS
Bolton Abbey Village Hall 19.30
On 05 June Gaby Robertshaw will give us
a talk and Powerpoint presentation
entitled ‘Bettys 1919 – 2019’. Bettys was
founded by Frederick Belmont, a Swiss
baker and confectioner who came to
England in search of opportunities to
develop his craft skills. He opened his first Cafe Tea Rooms in
Harrogate in 1919 and named it Bettys - the reason why remains a
mystery to this day.
After our summer break we reconvene on 04 September when Jane
Houston will give us a talk and slide show entitled ‘Fountaine Hospital
Alms Houses, Linton’.
Tea and cakes are served after the talk. Entrance is free as we hold a
raffle to cover our costs. Do come and join us. Everyone is welcome.

ONE WAY SYSTEM
Please note that we operate a one way system on the Priory drive.
Please enter by the South gate and leave by the North gate,
whenever it is open: this stops any confusion.

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOXES
During this month we shall be emptying the Children’s Society Boxes.
If you have a box we would be grateful if you would either give it to
us, or a sidesman, leave it in the Verger’s Vestry or Church Office. If
you would like to start using a box to support this worthy cause,
please speak to us or phone the Church Office.
Thank you.
Margaret Cody and Betty Nelmes
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JUNE
02 SUNDAY
05 Wednesday
08 Saturday

09.15
10.45
19.30
19.30

09 SUNDAY
14.00
16.30
11 Tuesday
12 Wednesday
15 Saturday

09.00
12.30

16 SUNDAY
20 Thursday
20.00
22 Saturday

13.00
19.30

23 SUNDAY

26 Wednesday
28 Friday

11.45
20.00
12.00
13.00

29 Saturday

09.00

30 SUNDAY
12.30

JULY

EASTER 7
Liquid Family Service
Interment of Ashes, Barbara Hobbs
The Wednesday Nighters
Priory Concert Series
‘of time and place’
WHIT SUNDAY
Two Parishes Annual Pilgrimage
setting off from Embsay
Songs of Praise
St Barnabas
Friends Outing to Hovingham Hall
Marriage of James Wilson and
Kathryn Towler
TRINITY SUNDAY
Corpus Christi
Grassington Festival Concert
The Heath Quartet
Marriage of Robert Watson and
Jessica Wray
Priory Concert Series
‘Words and Music for a Summers Evening’
TRINITY 1
Parish Party
Grassington Festival Concert ‘Borealis’
Vigil for Victims of Torture at the Priory
Marriage of Sonny Dawes and
Rachael Gregory
Meeting for those wishing to be married
at the Priory
TRINITY 2
Holy Baptism, Alethea Graham
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03 Wednesday
07 SUNDAY
13 Saturday

10.45
09.15
19.30

14 SUNDAY
12.30
15 Monday

14.00

21 SUNDAY

Interment of Ashes, Lilian Wood
TRINITY 3
Liquid Family Service
Priory Concert Series
‘Finding Home’
TRINITY 4
Holy Baptism
George Baker and Oscar Duerden
Burnsall School Leavers Service in
the Priory
TRINITY 5

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
28 April
06 April
10 April
17 April

HOLY BAPTISM
Charlotte Walters
SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY
Daniel Conlon and Joanne Whalley
FUNERAL SERVICE
Barbara Hobbs
INTERMENT OF ASHES
Richard Gill

SHELAGH SUNNER, CHURCHWARDEN EMERITUS
It is with great sadness that we report the death, on Friday, 24 May,
of Shelagh Sunner. She gave unstinted service to the Priory and was
for many years a Churchwarden. A full tribute to Shelagh will be
published in next month’s magazine.
ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE
Our annual joint pilgrimage with the Parish of Embsay will take place
on the afternoon of Pentecost Sunday, 09 June at 14.00. This year we
shall be walking from St Mary’s Church, Embsay to the Priory, ending
with a tea and Songs of Praise. The pilgrimage is a yearly opportunity
to celebrate the ancient links between our two communities as we
recall the journey that the Augustinian Canons made from Embsay to
Bolton to re-establish their community in 1154.
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To be finished

MAGAZINE ARCHIVES
PAROCHIAL NOTES
100 YEARS AGO JUNE 1919

GREETINGS FROM THE PYRENEES
FROM CLIVE AND LINDA BILLINESS

There has passed to her rest during the past month a well known and
much respected resident, Mrs. Hibberd, who resided for many years
at the Wood Bridge; she will be much missed, not only by our own
parishioners, but by many visitors who had come to know her at the
Pavilion. The funeral took place on May 14th and the Rector offered a
short prayer outside the house before the cortege left for the Abbey.
We take this opportunity of expressing the sympathy of our readers
with the bereaved family.
BARDEN CHURCH ACCOUNTS-EASTER 1918-1919.
The church accounts for Barden were kindly audited by Mr. Downs
and found correct; they show a balance in hand of £9 7s. 7d., and also
a balance in hand for the War Memorial Fund of £1 17s. The
congregation highly appreciate the work done in this connection by
Mr. T. W. Brown. Mr. E. Potts has kindly consented to resume the
keeping of the accounts from Easter, 1919.

THE PARISH REGISTERS
Marriage
May 14th
Walter Martin Pagram and Gertrude Victoria Latham
Burial
May 10th
Margaret Hibberd, aged 73 years.
BOLTON ABBEY POST OFFICE
The Mail Cart arrives daily
(except Sundays) at 7.25 a.m.
and departs at 5.15 p.m.
The Post Office is open for
telegraph and all other postal
business from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
A public telephone call office
is attached to the Post Office.
The Post Office is open on
Sundays from 8.30 a.m. to 10 a.m.
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‘As Old ‘Boltonians’ Linda and I love to be able to catch up on current
events at the Priory Church from our new parish down here near the
Pyrenees.
We are afraid that one
day soon our names will
appear in the 100 years
ago section!
With every good wish
to the Reverend
Nicholas as he begins
his Ministry and to all
our dear friends
worshipping at the
Priory.
Our prayers are still
with you
Without all that we
learned with you we
would not be the
ministers we are today.
Our new church isn’t
quite as old as the
Priory. It is mostly
fifteenth and sixteenth
century. It is a beautiful building built in the remains of an old abbey.
There is NO heating in the winter however.’

POSTAL MAGAZINES
If you would like to receive your magazine by post just let the Church
Office know, 01756 710238. The cost is £9.50. You can also read it
on the Priory website at www.boltonpriory.org.uk

BOOKING BOLTON ABBEY VILLAGE HALL
Bolton Abbey Post Office,
in the early 1900s

If you are interested in booking the hall please either
email, bookings@boltonabbeyvillagehall.co.uk or ring
01756 710587.
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The fourth and last concert in this year’s Priory Concert series is;

Kate Williams' Four Plus Three meets Georgia Mancio:
Finding Home: Saturday 13 July at 19.30.
An award-winning
team of leading UK
artists: pianist/
composer Kate
Williams and vocalist/
lyricist Georgia Mancio
perform a collection of
songs, old and newly
co-written, for jazz trio,
string quartet and
voice, linked by the
concept of ‘home’. The
programme includes
works from the
American Songbook,
Chile and Brazil, as well
as an original trilogy inspired by true stories of refugees leaving their
homes and making the often dangerous journeys across Europe.
(Georgia volunteered in the Calais refugee camp ‘The Jungle’ between
2015 and 2016, meeting residents and NGO charities).
Other facets of 'home' include the natural world, and stories of love,
loss and hope, ranging from the local to the global but always with a
personal resonance.
‘Plenty to enjoy and much to think about. Lovely Music ’ Jazzwise ****
Kate Williams has gained a distinctive reputation as both a writer and
performer having worked with Chris Biscoe, Stan Sulzmann, Julian
Siegel, Pete Hurt Jazz Orchestra and the late Bobby Wellins as well as
leading various ensembles of her own, the most recent being Four
Plus Three, a collaboration between jazz trio and the Guastalla
Quartet.
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‘...crisp, incisive and totally at one with the rhythmic ebb and flow’.
‘Williams has a quality rare among jazz composers: a musical
vocabulary that's all her own’.
The Observer ****
Jazz vocalist Georgia Mancio's credits include: Bobby McFerrin, Ian
Shaw, Liane Carroll and her own festivals Revoice! and Hang, and
dates across Europe and the US with song writing partner and
Grammy winner Alan Broadbent.
‘[Mancio] has everything covered – technical mastery, expressive
range and a remarkable versatility’. The Observer****
‘impossible not to fall in love with her voice…a magnificent example
of strength and talent’ Jazz In Europe
This performance at Bolton Priory is part of a UK tour which
celebrates the release of the new album Finding Home. The
musicians are grateful for support from Arts Council England.
Georgia Mancio voice
Kate Williams
piano
Oli Hayhurst
double bass
David Ingamells drums
John Garner
violin
Marie Schreer
violin
Francis Gallagher violin
Zosia Jagodzinska cello
www.georgiamancio.com
www.kate-williams-quartet.com
Wine and soft drinks will be served in the interval.
Tickets at £12, are available from the Church Office 01756 710238,
online at www.boltonpriory.org.uk and on the door on the night.
Concertgoers’ Suppers are available at
the Devonshire Brasserie 01756 710710
Priory Concert Series 2019 is sponsored by Kirbys Solicitors,
Harrogate 01423 542000
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BOLTON ABBEY SHOW
Bolton Abbey Village Hall looked amazing for the 39th Bolton Abbey
Show with all the varied and many exhibits. We thank the Boyle and
Petyt and Montessori Schools for their wonderful artwork which
adorned the walls. Thank you also to the Revd Nicholas Mercer for
taking such an interest in all the exhibits and for presenting the prizes
to the cup and shield winners. We are grateful to all the judges for
their diligent work, not an easy task with the wide array of items in
the different classes. As always the teas were delicious and were
enjoyed by the many visitors to the Show.
The cup and shield winners were:
Most Points Adult Baking

Cath Cromarty

Most Points Children’s Classes Poppy Myers
Children’s Crafts Shield

Poppy Myers, Vegetable Animal

Children’s Baking Shield

Sophie Bell, Sweet Necklace

Flower Shield

Gill Holme, A Miniature Arrangement

Adult Craft Shield

Simone Jolly, New Baby Card

Adult Baking Shield

Cath Cromarty, Tray Bake

Preserves Cup

Cath Cromarty, Lemon Cheese

Adult Miscellaneous Cup

Josie Brook, Homemade Alcohol

Photography Cup

Matt Hey, Architecture

Creative Art Cup

Poppy Myers

Best Exhibit Cup

Evie Brown, Pop Art
Boyle & Petyt School

Poster Picture

Pippa Mann, Montessori School
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BOLTON ABBEY CRICKET CLUB
Saturday 27 April
The 1sts game was called off due to rain. The
2nds were away to West Tanfield and the home
side batted first on a damp afternoon. The
Bolton Abbey bowlers did exceptionally well
with Mohammad Sammy taking 6-36 in his 10
overs and Mohammad Ammen taking 3-20 in 7
overs, restricting West Tanfield to 166 all out. Sadly, Bolton Abbey
team were unable to follow this up with the bat and were all out for
just 77 in 29 overs.
Saturday 04 May
The 1sts headed off to Bishop Monkton on a distinctly cold and windy
day and batted first having won the toss. Openers Jake Parkinson (42)
and Rob Mayo (29), set off well scoring briskly at over six runs an over.
Following their departure Naveed Qayuum (23), captain Thomas Holme
(62), Haseeb Taj (27*) and Will Lord (40*) all contributed well to steer
the side to 246-5 in the 40 overs. In reply Bishop Monkton started
slowly and ended on 127-6 with the fielding side having to endure a
biting northerly wind for the full 40 overs. All of the BA bowlers did well
with Jake Parkinson impressing with his 4-25 off 10 overs – a good win
for the 1sts!
The 2nds played Thirsk at home with the visitors batting first and
scoring 240-7 in their 40 overs. Of the Bolton Abbey bowlers Robert
Hodgson most impressed with his 3-33 in six overs. In the Abbey
innings the loss of both openers for no runs was a major setback and
although Robert Hodgson’s 62 helped steady the ship the side
struggled in reply to Thirsk’s large total and ended on 96-8.
Saturday 11 May
The 1sts were at home to Sessay who scored 124-9. In reply to this
small target Bolton Abbey were 42-3 and well placed to win the game
until rain brought matters to an end and the match was abandoned!
The 2nds travelled to Birstwith and batted first scoring 108 all out in
the 37th over. Robert Hodgson scored 33 supported by Adam Gibson
who scored 15. In reply to this small target Birstwith started well with
the openers Andy Johnston and Mark Richards scoring 28 and 21
respectively. However, once the Bolton Abbey bowlers got going,
wickets fell regularly, with Robert Hodgson (4-15) and Mohammed
Ameen (3-17) causing most damage. Birstwith ended their innings on
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90 all out in the 33rd over – a good win for the 2nds!
Tuesday 14 May
In the Barrett Cup, the 1sts were at Newby Hall. The home side
batted first and scored 119-8 in their 18 overs with some particularly
aggressive batting from opener Alex Goldie who scored 74, no other
Newby Hall batsman made double figures! For Bolton Abbey, off
spinner Thomas Burton impressed with good flight and turn and he
took 3-27 in his four overs. In reply the Bolton Abbey openers Rob
Mayo (40) and Jake Parkinson (34) provided a solid platform and
Andy Jennings (18) saw the team through to victory in the 17th over.
Saturday 18 May
The 1sts were at Arthington where BA vice-captain Jake Parkinson
won the toss and chose to field. The Arthington openers batted very
well and Sajid Hussain’s 109 in particular was an outstanding effort.
The Bolton Abbey bowlers refused to give up however and wickets
were shared evenly with the home side ending on 233-5 in their 40
overs. In reply Jake Parkinson (22), Andy Jennings (44), Sam Stewart
(27), James Crozier (34), Naveed Qayuum (16) and Haseeb Taj (12) all
put in a fine effort to take Abbey to 194 all out in the 38th over.
The 2nds were unable to raise a side against Blubberhouses so the
fixture was conceded.
If you would like to play cricket for Bolton Abbey please do call Rob
Mayo on 07889 221083.

PARCEVALL HALL VACANCY
Parcevall Hall have a vacancy for a general assistant/cook, to work
24 or 30 hrs per week. It is a friendly and welcoming place to work,
with the bonus of beautiful countryside on your commute! The
Diocese of Leeds pay the Real Living Wage.
If you would like to
find out more, or
arrange to visit the
Hall to see what the
position involves,
please call Jo Craven
on 01756 720213,
or email admin@parcevallhall.org.uk.
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CHORAL HOLIDAYS AT THE PRIORY
Running a Choral Holiday is a tricky business. One needs to find a
venue which has the necessary facilities to deal with the large
numbers involved. It has to be beautiful, interesting and warm and
the members of the community have to be helpful.
Bolton Priory is, in all senses, a Godsend. The Priory Church is
beautiful, especially when the sun shines through the stained glass
and creates patterns on the walls. The acoustics are terrific, without
having an overly long echo. Having the ruins of the Priory round
about makes it so special.
I have long wanted to run a course somewhere that we could have
services in the ruins of an abbey, but there has to be somewhere
enclosed to sing for the majority of the time, which immediately
eliminates most ruined abbeys. To have the ruins of the old choir in
such good shape at Bolton Abbey means that singing Compline, with
the moon beginning to appear in the blue sky through the old east
window, knowing that this is exactly where it was sung hundreds of
years ago by voices which may well (who knows?) still be echoing
around those great walls and mingling with ours, makes the spine
tingle.
We have had a wonderful time in your glorious church. Thank you
for having us. Thank you to Margaret for setting it up, to Peter for
helping us find our way around and generally looking after us, and to
Nicholas for lending such enthusiastic support to what we were
trying to achieve. Having Nicholas officiating at Compline, with Peter
as Crucifer, made it all the more special.
I believe that the culture of England can be most easily found in
church music. I believe that if people can be taught to sing church
music with real understanding of the words and why the composer
set them in a certain way, and if they can be taught to make them
their own, then the music will not fade away but will live on for
centuries to come. I believe that people’s lives can be made better in
so many ways by being taught to truly express themselves through
singing. Bolton Priory is nigh on a perfect place to reach for these
goals, and I thank you from the bottom of my heart for allowing us
to spend the past few days among you.
Jeff Stewart
Artistic Director, Choral Holidays
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PRIORY DIRECTORY
Rector
Hon Assistant Clergy

The Revd Nicholas Mercer
The Revd James Turnbull
The Revd Christopher Armstrong
Churchwardens
Paul Middleton
Matthew Hey
PCC Secretary
Sandra Stubbs
PCC Treasurer
Michael Heatley
Gift Aid
Peter Loweth
Director of Music
Tim Raymond
stanghan@aol.com
Works Committee
Matthew Hey
Deanery Synod
Andrew Hartley
Liz Clayton
Peter Lambert
Diocesan Synod
Andrew Hartley
Verger
Peter Lambert
Sacristan
Jennifer Hardaker
Chalicists’ Rota
Mike Vineall
Liquid Worship
Judith Schofield
Electoral Roll Officer
Rosemarie Fisher
Environmental Officer
Elaine Adams- Lambert
Contact for Young People Lorna Heatley
Parish Disability Officer
Jean Crawford
Parish Safeguarding Officer Jean Crawford
Sidesmen’s Rota
Susan Whittaker
Flower Rota
Lorna Freegard
Welcome Team Leader
Gerry Yates
Cleaning Rota
Andrew Wade
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Val Middleton
priorymagazine@yahoo.co.uk
Magazine Deputy Editor Judith Allen
Magazine Advertising
Liz Clayton
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Gill Holme
Friends of Bolton Priory
Jill Riley
Fund Raising
Liz Clayton
Deputy Churchwardens
Susan Barker
Barry Cody
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