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OUR MISSION 

A community seeking to live well with God,  

gathered around Jesus Christ in prayer and fellowship,  

and committed to welcome, worship and witness.  

 
The Church Office 

Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 
01756 710238 

office@boltonpriory.org.uk 
The Rector 

The Rectory, Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 
01756 710326 

rector@boltonpriory.org.uk 
Website 

www.boltonpriory.church 
 
 SUNDAY   

08.00 Holy Communion  

09.15 Liquid Family Worship First Sunday of month 

10.30 Sung Eucharist  

 16.30 Evening Prayer   

  Evensong as announced   

WEDNESDAY   

10.00 Holy Communion  

18.45 Choir Practice  

All regular services are according to the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), except 
for the Family service, an informal service for young and old. 

WEDDINGS and BAPTISMS: By arrangement via the Church Office. 
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        Issue Number 466 
December 2019  

From Revd Nicholas Mercer 

We are now entering the season of Advent when we await the birth 
of the Christ Child on 25 December.  
Waiting for events to unfold is part of the human condition. I have 
spent the summer waiting for the exam results for my children and 
now we wait, as a nation, for the results of the General Election. We 
live in a constant state of expectation.  
However, whatever happens in our daily lives, our lives are 
punctuated by two great religious events. Christmas is the first of 
these which frames the life of the whole country. At Christmas, we 
have an opportunity to enter into a deeper truthfulness. The truth 
that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was born as a baby and came to live 
amongst us here on earth.  

John Betjeman put it this way in his poem entitled ‘Christmas’.  

‘And is it true? And is it true  
The Maker of the stars and sea  
Become a Child on earth for me?  
And is it true? For if it is  
No love that in a family dwells  
No carolling in frosty air,  
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells  
Can with this single Truth compare-  
That God was Man in Palestine  
And lives today in Bread and Wine’  

May this period of Advent and Christmas provide us with time to stop 
and contemplate the greater truth of the incarnation. This single 
event, this child in a manger, redeems our time on earth and restores 
our hope whatever may happen in our earthly lives.  
May you all have a very blessed Christmas,  
 
Nicholas 
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ADVENT AT THE PRIORY 

SEASONAL MUSIC AND CAROLS FOR CHRISTMAS 

ST PETER'S SINGERS OF LEEDS 

Directed by Dr Simon Lindley 

Saturday 14 December 15.30 

To include favourite hymns and carols for all to sing 
Free Admission 

Retiring Collection for Priory Heating Funds 

This is one of the North of England's leading choral groups founded 
in 1977 by Harry Fearnley.  The St Peter's Singers are eagerly looking 
forward to visiting and singing at the historic Priory Church. Their 
membership includes Leeds undergraduate and post graduate 
students past and present, as well as a number of semi-professional 
members of long standing well known as soloists in local choral 
concerts, including SPS events as well as those of other concert-
giving bodies. Current members are providing all the soloists in a 
performance of Bach's Mass in B minor on Saturday 7 March 2020 at 
Sheffield Cathedral and, before that, St Peter's Singers present a 
century of sacred music from Elgar to Philip Moore at Leeds Town 
Hall on Monday 17 February 2020 at 1.05 pm with organist David 
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NORA CLARKE RIP 
During her lifetime Nora travelled far, developed friendships with 
people from all over the world (and nearly 30 nationalities).  
What Nora and David did best was making  friends and most 
importantly they contributed to every group or organisation they 
joined. They were doers, not watchers. 
Nora was the eldest of three  daughters born on a Huddersfield farm. 
The landscape of the dairy farm on Crosland Moor gave way to the 
mill towns of Rawdon  and  Yeadon where Nora and her younger 
sisters Mavis and Vera spent the bulk of their childhood.  
It was in Yeadon where David Clarke, Nora’s future husband, came to 
spend his National Service.  This enduring, committed, loving 
relationship began when they met at a bus stop. It’s not clear 
whether David needed to catch the same bus into Leeds everyday 
thereafter, but he did. They married in 1954.  
David was a talented design engineer, and early married life in Essex 
was interrupted by a posting to the Nairobi office. Three years later 
Nora and David returned to the UK. There followed a relatively settled 
ten years living in Essex, but increasingly David’s work was centred in 
the Middle East and Africa. In 1970 Nora and  David moved to Athens 
where they lived for the next 23 years. Nora’s part time job as 
secretary to the Chaplain of St Paul’s Anglican Church in Athens 
enabled her to meet, get to know and befriend a wide range of 
people. David became Churchwarden and Nora was a founding helper 
of the Cub Scouts. On reluctantly leaving Greece they spent three 
years in Botswana and Kenya.  
In 1996 they retired to Guiseley, close to their family. They became 
valued members of the Priory community, guiding visitors and 
helping to coordinate the making of the beautiful cross stitched 
kneelers.  
Nora never fully adjusted to losing David 5 years ago and the last 
couple of years were especially difficult. All the wonderful memories 
she and David created  were sadly out of reach for her. The lovely 
care she received in the last 18 months at Wellington House meant 
that despite the physical constraints and early dementia, the real 
Nora was still there. She talked and laughed, her sense of fun was 
reflected in her eyes. 
Andrew Long, nephew 
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 RITA BEVERLEY RIP 
Rita grew up in Leeds. She unfortunately lost much time at school 
because of rheumatic fever. In WW2, with its hardships, she spent 
time in the Hunslet branch of the WRAF cadets of which she was very 
proud.  I recently found secretarial school certificates  demonstrating  
her determination to educate herself through further study at night 
school because of the loss of schooling. 
What was important to her were family, friends, beliefs,  work and 
community. After a rather acrimonious marriage break up we had a 
rather nomadic existence before Rita re-entered  the job market and 
we came to live outside Skipton. Our family met Maurice Slaughter 
when he was the Vicar of Skipton and on his appointment to the 
Priory, to attempt to avoid its closure, we followed him. Becoming 
involved with the community here was a big life changer for both Rita 
and our family. My mother was a traditionalist, she loved the Book of 
Common Prayer, she was very happy to get involved with the 
Restoration appeal, the PCC, the Country Fair and the Priory 
Pageants. When William and I left home she had a second flowering. 
She retired from her job and in addition to the PCC she acted as 
Parish representative on the church Deanery Synod, started church 
recording with the NADFAS arts group at Kildwick church, continued 
to support the 94 club (the then new name for the Business and 
Professional Women's Guild), and a ladies walking group. 
In 2007 she had two life-changing strokes causing this very erudite 
lady to no longer understand spoken language although fortunately 
her reading skills were unaffected. She could no longer drive and live 
independently. We were forced to persuade her to come and live in 
London away from her friends, the Priory and her beloved Yorkshire. 
She had two heart operations and lived nearly 12 years after her 
strokes. She loved to see and hear about the exploits of her 
grandsons, and only latterly did her indomitable spirit start to fade 
before she died peacefully at home aged a creditable 90 years old. 

We remember her long life, revive shared memories and were able 
to bring her back to one of the places she loved best. We can nod to 
Canon Maurice in the Tower as he keeps a watchful eye from his 
gargoyle.    

We are thankful for her long and full life. 

Rob Beverley, Rita’s Son 
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  ADDENDUM - ANDREW SHARPE 
I think it was the mid-eighties, maybe earlier, when the Priory roof 
was condemned.  Andrew Sharpe and Michael Roberts from 
Beamsley, a retired Wool merchant in Bradford, joined together to 
raise the £350,000 needed.  A huge amount in those days!  They 
founded the ‘Bolton Abbey Country Fair’ which they ran for some 
years and raised a substantial amount  of the funds. The church was 
no doubt extremely grateful.  Michael died quite a few years ago! So 
if it were not for Andrew and Michael we might not have the roof we 
have today!               John Laxton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once again the Priory has risen to my request for Moses Baskets. We 
are getting known as we collected from Settle, Long Preston and even 
a friend in faraway Ealing filled a Moses Basket for us. 
We have been very busy and have just delivered our 300th basket.  
We had a request to provide baskets for three sets of twins. 
A big thank you from Lorely and I for your continued support. I can 
assure you they go to some very needy and heart-breaking situations. 

Mary Vineall  01756 753013. 

GUIDES END OF SEASON 
Thank you all for fulfilling this important role of being there to 
welcome our visitors. A few weeks ago we had a group of Baptists 
from Colorado, USA and a group of elderly people, some of whom are 
disabled. All express their thanks and show their wonder at what we 
offer. Guiding has now largely come to an end, but some of our 
colleagues will continue through the winter months, for which many 
thanks. Occasionally there may be a need to guide a group during this 
time. Last but not least, we are happy to welcome new guides and 
the winter gives a period for newcomers to pick up information from 
the material we have available.  Again, many thanks to you all.   
Gerry Yates 
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FRIENDS AUTUMN LECTURE 

An audience of 105 were privileged to hear the inaugural Friends 
Autumn Lecture delivered by Revd Nicholas Mercer, Rector of Bolton 
Abbey.  Nicholas described his life experiences up to the time he was 
ordained; some of it we already knew, but the part from his military 
service was new to most of us and quite revealing about the man, his 
integrity and his humanity. 

We knew that Nicholas was born in North Yorkshire, educated at 
Uppingham and St Andrews University and that, following an early 
attempt to be ordained into the Church of England being declined, he 
qualified as a solicitor. As a young lawyer he decided on a military 
legal career and joined the Army Legal Service.  He saw early service 
in Northern Island, then in Germany, Bosnia and Cyprus.  By the time 
of the Iraq war in 2003, Nicholas had risen to the rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel and was the Army’s most senior legal officer in Iraq. 

Nicholas talked particularly about his experiences in the Iraq war. 
Following the Lee Clegg case, the legal implications of military action 
were under greater scrutiny than ever before, and it had become 
practice that Army Legal Service personnel would be deployed to 
Divisional Headquarters to ensure that those conducting the war 
understood the legal framework in which they operated. As the 
senior military lawyer at HQ 1st (UK) Armoured Division, Nicholas had 
to advise commanders whether the proposed military action would 
comply with international legal principles. Nicholas recounted being 
stationed at the 1st Armoured Division’s Main headquarters on the 
Iraqi border and being asked by Chief Ops on the eve of battle 
whether his troops could engage the enemy. Despite his own 
concerns about whether the war itself was legal in the absence of a 
UN resolution, Nicholas advised that they could, upon which guns 
began firing.  

I’m sure I was not alone amongst the audience in being surprised to 
learn that there is such a thing as ‘the law of the battlefield’, but it is 
enshrined in treaties we have heard of like the Geneva Convention 
and the European Convention on Human Rights with which the UK is 
supposed to comply. As Nicholas found out to his cost, Army Legal 
Service lawyers who are part of the chain of command have a 
potentially conflicting duty to ensure warfare is prosecuted in  
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accordance with the relevant legal principles but are placed in an 
invidious position when higher authorities decide that the legal 
advice is wrong, or simply ignore it. Nicholas spoke of his 
understandable shock at seeing prisoners being held in stress 
positions, hooded and kneeling on the ground next to an 
interrogation tent. Evidence mounted that prisoners were being 
treated in an inhuman and degrading manner, which Nicholas 
reported to senior military staff with clear advice that this was illegal. 
Notwithstanding that his findings were confirmed by an independent 
observer from the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
Nicholas was ordered to be silent. This was ultimately confirmed by 
the Ministry of Defence. 

The remaining years of Nicholas’s Army career saw him continue to 
press an intransigent and increasingly hostile MoD for recognition 
that what he had witnessed in Iraq was illegal, and should be 
properly investigated. Even on the battlefield and its immediate 
aftermath there are rules that must be followed and as part of a 
civilised society where the rule of law is paramount, the state should 
be called to account where it fails to meet those standards. 
Ultimately Nicholas was vindicated after the Public Inquiry into the 
death of Iraqi detainee Baha Mousa, at which Nicholas gave evidence 
having previously been tendered by the MoD as a hostile witness (i.e. 
a witness against the MoD). The Inquiry concluded that the Army had 
used illegal interrogation techniques and was responsible for 
‘corporate failure’. As a result of his work exposing this wrongdoing 
Nicholas was named 2011/12 Human Rights Lawyer of the Year by 
Liberty. 
During this difficult time, Nicholas’s calling to the church led him to 
take a theology course at Oxford University whilst undertaking the 
Oxford Ministry Course at Cuddesdon Theological College. He 
ultimately resigned from the Army in 2011.  He was ordained in 
Salisbury Cathedral later that year and served a curacy in Gillingham, 
Dorset.  In 2014 he became Chaplain at Sherborne School and, in 
2017, was appointed to be Rector of Christ Church Cathedral, Port 
Stanley, Falkland Islands. 
Nicholas has offered to share his experiences in the Falklands in 
another lecture and the Friends will be willing and eager to stage the 
next chapter next year! 
Keith Simpson 
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ADVERTS 

 
10 

 

RULES FOR DOGS AT CHRISTMAS 
 Be very patient with your humans 
 during this time. They may appear to 
 be more stressed out than usual and 
 they will appreciate long comforting 
 dog leans. 
 They may come home with bags of things they call gifts. Do not 

assume that all the gifts are for you. 
 Be tolerant if your humans put decorations on you. They seem 

to get some special kind of pleasure out of seeing how you look 
with fake antlers. 

They may bring a large tree into the house and set it up in a 
prominent place and cover it with lights and decorations. Bizarre 
as this may seem to you, it is an important ritual for your 
humans, so there are some things you need to know: 

 Don't use the tree as you would one outside! 
 Don't drink water in the container that holds the tree. 
 Mind your tail when you are near the tree. 
 If there are packages under the tree, even ones that smell 

interesting, don't rip them open. 
 Don't chew on the cord that runs from the funny-looking hole in 

the wall to the tree. 
Your humans may occasionally invite lots of strangers to visit 
during this season. These parties can be lots of fun, but they also 
call for some discretion on your part: 

 Don't eat off the buffet table. 
 Beg for goodies subtly. 
 Be pleasant, even if unknowing strangers sit on your sofa. 
 Don't drink out of glasses that are left within your reach. 

Likewise, your humans may take you visiting. Here your manners 
will also be important: 

 Observe all the rules for trees, as above, in other people's 
houses.  

 Respect the territory of animals that may live in the house. 
 Tolerate their children. 
 Turn on your full charm.  

A big man with a white beard and a very loud laugh may emerge 
from your fireplace in the middle of the night. DO NOT ATTACK HIM! 
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          DECEMBER 
01 SUNDAY     ADVENT SUNDAY 

      09.15  Liquid Family Service 

      16.30  Advent Carol Service 

         The Friends of Bolton Priory  

         Advent Supper follows. 

04 Wednesday 19.30  The Wednesday Nighters  

         Christmas Dinner 

05 Thursday  19.00  Bolton Abbey Estate Carol Service 

07 Saturday  11.00  Live Nativity 

      14.00  Live Nativity 

08 SUNDAY     ADVENT 2 

      12.30  Holy Baptism, Sophie Thompson 

11 Wednesday 09.00  The Friends outing to Harewood 

14 Saturday  13.00  Marriage of Paul Middleton-Walker and  

         Lucy Simmonds 

      15.30  Concert of Seasonal Music 

15 SUNDAY     ADVENT 3 

19 Thursday  18.00  The Boyle and Petyt School Carol Service 

22 SUNDAY     ADVENT 4 

      12.30  Holy Baptism, Austin Fletcher 

      16.30  Nine Lessons and Carols followed by 

         Christmas Drinks Party at the Rectory 

24 Tuesday      Christmas Eve 

      16.00  Christingle 

      23.00  First Communion of Christmas 

25 Wednesday    CHRISTMAS DAY 

      08.00  Holy Communion 

      10.00  Festal Eucharist 

26 Thursday     St Stephen 

27 Friday      St John 

28 Saturday     The Holy Innocents 

29 SUNDAY     THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
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        JANUARY 
01 Wednesday   The Naming and Circumcision of Christ 

05 SUNDAY    THE SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

     09.15  Liquid Family Service 

06 Monday     The Epiphany 

     14.00  Friends of Bolton Priory Committee 

        Meeting 

12 SUNDAY    THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

19 SUNDAY    THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

25 Saturday    The Conversion of Paul 

26 SUNDAY    THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

28 Tuesday  19.30  PCC 

        FEBRUARY 
02 SUNDAY    THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN  

        THE TEMPLE (CANDLEMAS) 

     09.15  Liquid family service 

     16.30  Candlemas Evensong 

09 SUNDAY    SEPTUAGESIMA 

16 SUNDAY    SEXAGESIMA 

22 Saturday 09.00  Meeting for those wishing to be married  

        at the Priory 

23 SUNDAY    QUINQUAGESIMA 

26 Wednesday   Ash Wednesday 

     10.00  Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes 

     19.00  Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
The stakes are now in so please be aware that parking at the church 
will be restricted to those less mobile.  The Rector has kindly said that 
we can park in the Rectory car park as well as on the hard standing. 
Please feel free to drop your passengers off and then go out through 
the north gate to park, free of charge, in the village car park.   
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 To be finished 

      FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

      HOLY BAPTISM 

13 October   Benjamin Long 

      Levi Dalewicz-Kitto 

20 October   Isabelle Eggleston 

      SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY 

12 October   Karl Pearman and Zoë Boundry 

19 October   Richard Hughes and Laura Jones 

      FUNERAL SERVICE 

03 October   Andrew Sharpe 

      MEMORIAL SERVICE 

18 October   Rita Beverely 

      INTERMENT OF ASHES 

08 October   Diana Stevenson 

THE WEDNESDAY NIGHTERS CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Bolton Abbey Village Hall 
The Christmas Dinner will be on 04 December at 19.30. 
Tickets, costing £14, can be obtained from Barbara Pickersgill on 
01756 710630.   
Everyone is very welcome to come along. 

 
 
 
PARISH MAGAZINE DEADLINE  
FEBRUARY MAGAZINE 
Please could we have any copy for the February magazine by  
15 January. It can be sent either to the Editor or the Church Office. 

BOOKING BOLTON ABBEY  
VILLAGE HALL 
If you are interested in booking the hall 
please either email, 
bookings@boltonabbeyvillagehall.co.uk  or 
ring 01756 710587. 
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THE PRIORY CHRISTMAS CARD 
The 2019 Priory Christmas Card, which is in colour, has arrived and is 
available on the sales table at the back of the church.  
A pack of 10 cards costs £4.99.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PRIORY CHRISTMAS TABLE 
Do take a look at the small table at the back of Church which is now a 
Christmas table.  There are Advent candles and a selection of 
Christmas items.  This is work in progress as parcels arrive daily so 
please keep looking.   

UPDATE ON NEW FOODBANK SPACE  
We are very pleased to announce that we have 
moved into a wonderful space at St Andrew’s 
Methodist/United Reform church in Newmarket 
Street, Skipton. We have been made very 
welcome and it’s convenient in many ways. Christmas is around the 
corner and we have started to collect extra food items suitable for 
families. Christmas puddings, cakes ,tins of ham, boxes of chocolates 
will all be very welcome for the many Christmas hampers we prepare 
every December, over 200 last year. There is a collection basket in the 
Priory Tower. Thank you.            Lyn Bartlett 
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MAGAZINE ARCHIVES 
PAROCHIAL NOTES - 100 YEARS AGO, DECEMBER 1919 
Christmas Day - The Rector hopes that more people in the parish 
will make an effort to attend Church on Christmas Day, both at the 
Abbey and Barden. It is not an easy matter for some of the more 
distant Church people to come. But the effort is worth it. A farmer 
was talking to a friend and the following duologue took place: 
Friend: Are you going to Church on Christmas Day? 
Farmer: I hadn’t thought of it – it won’t be on a Sunday, will it? 
Friend: No. But in a manner of speaking, it’s more important to go 
to church on Christmas Day than on a Sunday. 
Farmer: How do you make that out? 
Friend: Well, it’s Christ’s birthday – and a birthday only comes once 
a year. Suppose your best friend asked you to go and have a real 
good dinner with him to celebrate his birthday, you’d probably 
make an effort to go, wouldn’t you? 
Farmer: Ay! I wouldn’t like to disappoint him. 
Friend: Well then, the Christmas service is Christ’s birthday feast 
and He, your best friend, will be very disappointed if you don’t go. 
Farmer: I never thought of it like that; I’d like to go, but you see it’s 
a short, dark day and there’s cows to be milked, beasts to feed, milk 
to be sent off and lots of bits o’ things to see to and then I have to 
get myself washed up and changed. 
Friend: Well how did you manage to catch such an early train this 
morning? 
Farmer: I’d a job to do it! But I had to catch ‘train. 
Friend: It was a case of ‘Where there’s a will there’s a way’. 
Farmer: That was it! 
Friend: Well, I hope it’ll be a case of ‘Where there’s a will there’s a 
way’ on Christmas morning! 

The Girls’ Club - The Club has been revived again and meetings are 
held weekly at the Hall on Thursday evenings at 6.30. 
Soldiers’ Welcomes – Halton East folk gave a welcome to their 
returned soldiers on Saturday, November 22nd.  An excellent supper 
was provided and we understand the men thoroughly appreciated 
the evening’s entertainment. A ‘welcome’ entertainment is also in 
process of preparation for the Bolton Abbey and Beamsley returned 
soldiers. 
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 LIVE NATIVITY 
The Live Nativity will take place on 07 
December in the Priory grounds, with two 
‘shows’ at 11.00 and 14.00.The majority of 
the cast is drawn from the Boyle and Petyt 
School.  Come along, hear the story, get 
close to the animals and sing carols. 
There are still opportunities to get 
involved. 
Contact me on 0780 1032999 or email 
ronniemr510@gmail.com 
If you’re interested in helping. 

Many thanks 
Ronnie Moore 
 

MINCE PIE BAZAAR  
Thank you to everyone who helped and 
supported and especially to Pam Townsend 
and Kate Templeton who ran the stall. The 
amount raised was £225 with a little more 
still to come in.. We would like to thank 
everyone for their support and donations.  

Margaret Cody 

DATE 
FOR YOUR DIARY 
ST CUTHBERT LECTURE  

The St Cuthbert Lecture in 2020 will 
be held on 22 March at 15.30 in 
church. The speaker will be the 
Right Honourable Dominic 
Grieve QC PC,  a British politician 
and barrister. He has been the Member of Parliament 
for Beaconsfield since 1997, and served as Shadow Home 
Secretary from 2008 to 2009, and as Attorney General for England 
and Wales and Advocate General for Northern Ireland from May 2010 
to July 2014.  
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MY AVOWED INTENT 

In the September Parish Magazine I told you of my avowed intent to 
become a pilgrim. Well, on Tuesday 04 October my friend Sue Wood 
and I checked in at Gatwick airport at the uncivilised hour of 4am for 
our flight to Santiago de Compostela in north west Spain. 
We joined our Saga group of 21 fellow would be pilgrims and on 
arrival in Spain  we were greeted by our lovely Spanish guide Maria. 
On our coach trip from the airport in Santiago to Sarria some 110km 
east, Maria introduced herself to us and gave us a run down on what  
we could expect for the next seven days. I have to say that a check- in 
time of 4am meant that none of us had had much sleep and I think a 
good deal of what she said went over our heads! We arrived in Sarria 
around midday, checked in to our hotel, had a walk round this small 
pretty little town, found some where to lunch and then all met up for 
our first serious briefing.  We were each given our scallop shells, the 
emblem of the Camino, and our Pilgrims’ passports. The scallop shells 
were to be affixed to our rucksacks. Every person of every nation 
making this pilgrimage displays the scallop shell. I found it reassuring 
and somehow comforting that throughout the whole journey 
whenever you met someone displaying the shell it was the most 
natural thing in the world to smile and greet each other with a  ‘Buen 
Camino’. We all knew what we were doing and where we going.  
Each morning at breakfast Maria went through the itinerary for the 
day, suggesting places for us to take a break for drinks, coffee, snacks 
Etc and then giving us the best place for us to take a lunch break. She 
tried to ensure that we arrived at our lodging place each evening no 
later than 5pm. We left our hotel each morning around 8am. This 
meant rising early to have breakfast, have our luggage in the lobby 
ready for the transport and to receive our briefing for the day. It was 
important that we all walked at our own pace, no point trying to keep 
up with the faster walkers or slow down for the slower ones. Not only 
was I the oldest by a country mile but I was certainly the least 
experienced walker. It didn’t matter in the slightest, I was happy to 
walk on my own, it gave me time to think and work out what I was 
going to write each evening. I managed to email a missive to family 
and friends and it was good way to keep a diary. The feed back I 
received from these emails was so supportive and encouraging.  
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It helped me get through 
each day.  
The countryside we passed 
through varied hugely. The 
start of the Camino passed 
through very rural areas, 
we walked through small 
villages and tiny hamlets 
with lovely little churches 
and exquisite statues, we 
walked through farmyards 
where the locals had set up 
their little cafes and shops. 
It is quite clearly a poor part of the country and the Camino going 
through their villages and farms is a big earner for them, but there 
was absolutely no ‘in your face’ commercialism, they weren’t all 
trying to flog you stuff or overcharge you for souvenirs and coffee etc. 
In fact all the food and drink we had was amazingly good and 
extremely reasonable. The terrain was varied too, well defined easy 
shingle type paths, some tarmac tracks, lots of paving stones and 
lovely soft pine needle walks through the beautiful pine and 
eucalyptus forests. There were some pretty rough stony paths too, 
the trickiest ones being the steep downhill ones. Most of us were 
walking with two poles. We were very lucky with the weather, nearly 
every morning dawned cloudy and quite damp so it was always cool, 
perfect walking weather. As we approached our destination on the 
fourth and fifth day it became slightly more urban, we left behind the 
lovely sweet smelling woods and forests and came through larger 
villages and small towns, more roadside walking and harder and more 
tiring surfaces to walk on. However the same ‘Buen Camino’ spirit 
continued and we were greeted by pilgrims and non pilgrims alike 
with friendliness and respect.  
Our final walking day was a short ten miler into Santiago de 
Compostela itself.  I never thought I would ever wake up and think 
‘thank goodness I only have to walk ten miles this morning’ !  
We found ourselves on the Mount of Joy, a hillside high up 
overlooking the city below.  To be honest it was a rather scruffy area 
with a very modern sculpture on a mound, surrounded by wire 
netting and plastic tapes.  
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Just a few yards lower down 
however there is a superb 
sculpture of two disciples 
pointing towards the four 
spires of the magnificent 
cathedral of Santiago de 
Compostela way down in the 
valley. After another couple 
of hours walking mostly 
through the suburbs of the 
city we arrived at the stone 
covered entrance to the 
magnificent square in front of 
the Cathedral. Just before we 
descended into the square  
we did all gather together, 
we avoided a group hug 
thankfully but we did 
congratulate each other and 
gave thanks to St James for 

caring for us on our memorable pilgrimage. Coming through that 
covered entrance into the square was quite something. The feeling 
of walking slowly down those ancient steps where hundreds of 
thousands of people over thousands years had gone before was 
truly magical and emotional. A feeling I will never forget and am so 
glad and thankful that I was able to do it. 
Would I do it again? No! Should I have done it thirty years ago? Yes! 
The Pilgrims’ passports we were given at the outset were all 
stamped at various places along the route and on arrival in Santiago 
Maria took them to the Pilgrims’ office to be verified and we were 
duly given our certificates stating that we were indeed Pilgrims! A 
proud moment for us all. 
Once again, I am utterly overwhelmed by your donations, your 
messages of support and encouragement and your welcome home. 
Sincerest thanks to each and everyone of you.   
The total amount donated to the Friends of Bolton Priory is £1,740 
Many thanks to you all. 

Jill Riley 
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