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WEDDINGS and FUNERALS :  
By arrangement via the Church Office. 

 

OUR MISSION 
A community seeking to live well with God,  

gathered around Jesus Christ in prayer and fellowship,  
and committed to welcome, worship and witness.  

 
The Church Office 

Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 
01756 710587 

office@boltonpriory.org.uk 
The Rector 

The Rectory, Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 
01756 710326 

rector@boltonpriory.org.uk 
Website 

www.boltonpriory.church 
 
 

The Church of England has suspended all services and  
public worship until further notice as a consequence of 
the Covid 19 pandemic. Therefore all services at Bolton 
Priory have now been suspended until further notice. 
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        Issue Number 470 
May 2020 

From Revd Nicholas Mercer 

 

RECTOR’S MESSAGE 

Just after Easter, I watched a very moving interview with a Syrian 
Refugee called Hassan Akkard on Channel 4 news. 

Having fled Syria in 2014, he was granted asylum in the UK and now 
lives in North London.  He currently works as a cleaner in Whips Cross 
Hospital having volunteered at the outbreak of the COVID-19 crisis. 
As he said in the interview ‘The hospital needs cleaners and I signed 
up…I am so proud to be disinfecting…it is the least I can do’. 

We are all learning a great deal about ourselves and society as the 
pandemic continues to radically change our lives. The consequences 
will be far ranging but one thing we are all learning is the value of 
people whom society has normally taken for granted. The cleaner at 
a hospital could not be more valuable and the same can be said for 
our nurses, care workers, delivery drivers, shelf stackers, dustmen 
etc. These are people who are so often ignored but their value could 
not be greater. They must be treated far better when all this is over. 

Hassan went on to make a point about the equality of all human 
beings. He described how he was given PPE like anyone else at the 
hospital. As he said ‘even if you are a cleaner you are treated equally 
as if you were a nurse or a doctor’. This comment reflects, not only 
on the value of the cleaner, but the equal value of all human life 
which is also so easily overlooked in this time of crisis. It also speaks 
to the equality of all men and women, whatever their background. 
The very people some wanted to exclude from UK society are now 
saving our lives. 

 

Nicholas 
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STEPHEN  MURGATROYD RIP 
My abiding memory of Stephen, which was formed about 50 years 
ago when our respective families lived near to one another in Ilkley, 
was when I saw him for the very first time in the early morning 
walking his lovely black Labrador dog (named if memory serves 
‘Sultan’) in Victoria Avenue.  It says much of what I later learned of 
him that I can even now call up the picture from memory.  I saw a 
confident and contented man full of vigour starting the day to 
which he was looking forward.  Even in his recent less happy times 
he never quite lost that ‘presence’.  We met in the intervening 
years intermittently but more closely when Stephen and Rosemary 
became members of the Priory congregation some 15 years later. 

Those of us who remember that era have ever since been aware of 
that presence; not outwardly enforced but quietly and effectively 
put into practical effect.  Stephen and Rosemary quickly entered 
into the pioneering spirit of the Priory following the then recent 
‘Maurice Slaughter restoration’. 

Stephen was a strong practical personality, ever willing to use his 
wide capabilities in ways which many would have found trying.  For 
the days before mechanisation for instance he could be found 
transporting all that was needed for the Friends’ gatherings from 
the Boyle Room to Bolton Hall and back and at a later date to the 
Village Hall.  At the times of the annual fete he spent hard hours in 
preparation of stakes and notices which helped for smooth running.  
All this without fuss. 

It was a stroke of genius when Steve was appointed Head 
Sidesman.  It was then that his speed of ’Getting things done’ – as 
someone said more recently – began to be noticed.  He could so  
move chairs and furniture that transformation happened almost by 
magic.  But the finest memory is of a kind, thoughtful family man.  A 
lover of nature and animals.  A true help in need, always willing to 
respond to a call for help.  The writer has on several occasions been 
the beneficiary of this.  The knowledgeable will smile at a reference 
to snow-drifts and ditches! 
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Stephen lived a fine life, greatly loved by Rosemary and the children 
and grandchildren.  Greatly admired by a myriad of friends and by 
scores of visitors and worshippers to the Priory who were glad they 
were there to be welcomed by the smiling Stephen with hand 
outstretched and help unstintingly afforded.  Fare thee well Steve – 
rest in well earned peace. 

James Turnbull 

THANK YOU BRENDA - 150 EDITIONS OF THE  
BOLTON ABBEY PARISH MAGAZINE  
The Magazine Team is very sad to announce that Brenda Sheard has 
regretfully decided to retire  from our midst.  The present team, Judy 
Allen, Margaret Cody, Brenda Sheard and Val Middleton took over 
the organisation of the Parish Magazine in 2007 from Adrienne 
Thomson and her team, prior to Canon George Moffat becoming our 
Rector.  
Our first magazine was Issue Number 320 and we have just 
completed Issue Number 470, the 150th edition since we took over. 
For the past thirteen years Brenda has scarcely missed our monthly 
editorial meeting. We call her ’eagle eyes’, she misses nothing. Her 
pink diary was legendary for spotting mistakes in dates. The colour 
has changed over the years but we still refer to it as ‘pink’. 
Her stories were fascinating; Brenda had worked as Secretary to the 
Chairman of Fisons and no mistakes in paperwork were allowed to 
appear on board meeting papers. She also worked in Conservative 
Central Office  and we loved  to hear her tell the story that while she 
was sunbathing in the garden at the Beeches, where John and Brenda  
were then living, a gentleman greeted her over the hedge with a 
cheery ‘Hello Brenda!’. It was Harold Macmillan, who was staying at 
Bolton Hall. We shall miss you Brenda, particularly at our post 
meeting lunch of Marks and Spencer sandwiches, the best part of the 
morning! 
Thank you for all your help, support, warmth and friendship over the 
last thirteen years and 150 editions. We shall really miss you! 

The Magazine Team 
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SKIPTON FOODBANK (DURING THE COVID 19 OUTBREAK) 

As with everyone, it has been a challenging time at the Foodbank. 
Early on the more vulnerable of us were ‘stood down’, and during the 
past three weeks many new volunteers have taken our places. The 
whole referral system has gone out of the window as many agencies 
are either not working at all or running on reduced staffing levels. 

Clients now essentially refer themselves to the Foodbank and this 
involves much admin work in the background. We absolutely will help 
anyone who asks but of course, traditionally, the Foodbank was 
started to feed people who didn’t have the financial ability to feed 
themselves. This still applies but we have been able to form links to 
other organisations who will do shopping and deliveries for those 
people who can afford to buy their own. Requests are coming in from 
all directions – Phone, E-mails, texts, Facebook and the website. 

All this has had a disastrous effect on our current stock and we have 
had to ramp up the requests for donations. They are starting to come 
in again now but of course, most of the food we give out are those 
very basics that have been unavailable or restricted. Craven Council 
have deemed us an essential service so we have to stay open as long 
as we can. Through the MP and local council members we are 
attempting to get the supermarkets to allow us extra supplies of 
basics. On the bright side (for us) many cafes and food businesses 
who have had to close, have passed fresh food onto us and this is 
turned around and sent out almost immediately. 

In order to help the financial situation, we have set up a Just Giving 
site ,accessible via the Skipton Foodbank website, and also other 
means of financial giving including sending cheques. 

Needless to say, the volunteers from The Priory are sad not to be able 
to help at this difficult time, but we will be back! In the meantime, 
follow Skipton Foodbank Facebook site, full of facts and interesting 
links! 

God Bless you all 
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GUIDING AT GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 

Three years ago I left the calm tranquillity of the Priory for a new life 
on the Surrey/Sussex border.  It was a wrench to leave the wonderful 
Yorkshire Dales after 38 years, but even more difficult to leave the 
Priory which I thought was one of the most beautiful places in the 
world and where I was privileged to be a Guide. 

Guiding had become a big part of my life so how to replace it?  By 
chance on a cruise I met a chap who was a Bell ringer at Guildford 
Cathedral and he introduced me to the Chief Guide there.  After some 
initial training I became a Guide again. 

Guildford Cathedral is completely different from the Priory; for a start 
it is modern and absolutely huge.  From the outside it is a most 
unattractive building, built of red brick, and this does deter visitors, 
but once through John Hutton’s wonderful engraving of Sentinel 
Angels on the west doors, the interior of the Cathedral is 
breathtaking. 

Some of you may know its story.  In 1932 it was decided to build a 
new Cathedral in Guildford and a competition was held to find an 
architect. Many designs were put forward, traditional and modern, 
but the one selected was by Edward Maufe who wanted a glorious 
building filled with light and built using local materials and craftsmen 
where possible.  The bricks for the exterior were made using the clay 
from the hillside on which the Cathedral stands. 

The building work had to be abandoned during WWII and after the 
War there was no money to continue building so everyone was 
invited to buy a brick for 2/6d. 

People from far and wide contributed, even the Queen and members 
of the Royal Family.  Visitors often want to see their own brick but of 
course that is a bit difficult!   So it is truly the People’s Cathedral. 

Guiding at Guildford is quite different from at the Priory for, despite 
its size, there are far fewer visitors but there is room for a Guides’ 
desk and there is a café and shop in a nearby building. Guiding is  
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organised into morning and afternoon sessions plus quite a few 
Guided Tours.  There is usually a regular tour on a Saturday morning 
and Tower Tours which can be booked in the shop. 

In addition there are specialist tours; for example I was asked to write 
a tour about the Sacred Glass because they have some wonderful 
examples of work by 20C artists like John Hutton (Coventry Cathedral 
screen fame) and Moira Forsyth.  There is also a specialist Textile 
Tour; the architect’s wife, Prudence Maufe was a member of the Arts 
and Crafts movement.  There are about 1500 individually designed 
and worked kneelers as well as some beautiful embroidered panels. 

Then there is the Half-hour Highlights tour, The Pilgrimage Tour, the 
Family Tour, the Children’s Tour, to say nothing of the West Front 
Statues and the Treasury!  So plenty to keep the Guides busy! 

They are very well organised with local schools who often visit and 
make displays to exhibit in the Cathedral and there are special 
children’s events during the school holidays. 

I still miss the Priory and the Guiding with you very much, especially 
when I look at the website in these uncertain times and see the 
glorious Spring flowers, but I can now follow the services online which 
is wonderful. 

I do hope that you will all keep safe and well so that we can return to 
Guiding very soon.  To 
those of you who are 
maybe thinking of 
becoming Guides, it is a 
wonderful experience, 
especially at the Priory 
where you have such a 
rich history to pass on to 
visitors from all over the 
world. 

Susan Beerling  
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PRIORY SERVICES ONLINE 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 08.00 and 10.30 

These services can be seen online on the Priory’s own YouTube 
channel. Go to the home page of the Priory website 
www.boltonpriory.org.uk and click on:                          

 ‘Our Online Services’ which will take you there.  
You can also find our channel if you go to the YouTube web site and 

search for ‘Bolton Priory’. 
 

FROM THE RECTOR, REVEREND NICHOLAS MERCER  

Following the announcement by the Prime Minister  that there 
should be ‘no more non-essential contact with others for a period of 
twelve weeks,’ all church activities are cancelled, including: 

Sunday and Wednesday services 

Lent Course         

Liquid Worship     

Confirmation Classes    

All concerts 

Annual Parish Council Meeting and 
PCC are suspended. 

All guiding and cleaning activities 
are suspended.      

Nicholas 
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MAGAZINE ARCHIVES 

100 YEARS AGO, MAY 1920 

NEWS FROM OUR LOCAL REPORTERS. 

Good Friday Cantata – The augmented choir, conducted by the 
organist, Mr. E. E. Moore, gave a very effective rendering of 
Maunder’s Cantata, ‘Olivet to Calvary’. Though it must be admitted 
that this work is not as classical, musically speaking, as Somerville’s 
‘Passion of Christ’, which we did a year ago, there are passages that 
both soloists and choir made the most of. Mr. Edward Moorhouse 
sang the somewhat exacting bass solos very nicely and Mr. Deane, of 
Ilkley, did full justice to those which Mr. Moorhouse did not 
undertake. Mr. Sylvester Lister and the Rector shared the tenor solos 
between them. Master Hartley, of St. Margaret’s Choir, Ilkley, 
through the kind permission of the vicar and organist of that church, 
sang the treble solos; he has a delightful voice, ‘true as steel’ and 
‘sweet as a bird’.  He delighted all who heard him; with a little 
improvement in his articulation he would be well up to Cathedral 
standard. Mr. Hitt very kindly officiated at the organ. 

Parochial Church Meeting – Our first Parochial Church Meeting was 
well attended, though we should have liked to see more ladies 
present – only three had the courage (or perhaps the time) to attend. 
The Rector and churchwardens announced that the Electoral Roll was 
complete; a Parochial Church Council was then proposed and elected, 
consisting of 20 members with power to add to their numbers. The 
members elected included the Rector, two churchwardens and two 
members from each of the following districts: Bolton Abbey, Barden 
(East), Barden (West), Storiths, Hazlewood, Beamsley, Station Road 
and Halton East; a lady and gentleman thus represented each part of 
the parish. Mr. G. Booth was then elected as our Parochial 
Representative on the Diocesan Conference at Bradford. The 
authorities lead us to believe that the Parochial Church Councils will 
have more and more powers granted to them as time goes on. 

http://www.boltonpriory.org.uk/
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 CREATING THE PRIORY CHURCH’S DIGITAL EUCHARIST 
DURING THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS OF  
SPRING AND SUMMER 2020 
In the beginning 
When it was announced on 17 March  that churches would be 
temporarily closed, I suggested to Rector Nicholas that we could, 
perhaps, put together digital Services to go onto the Priory Church's 
website. To this end I lent him a very specialised voice recorder and 
created a sample audio-file for a short Mothering Day Service, using 
hymns from a list provided by the RSC, a wonderful reading of the 
Lord’s Prayer from the Internet, and the Epistle and Gospel. This I 
emailed to the Rector as an example of what could be achieved. 
Happily, the Rector agreed with my suggestion and he put together a 
team to achieve this: 
 Himself to record the spoken words with his wife, Aurora, and 

his children, and make these recordings available to me; 
 Tim Raymond, our Director of Music, to select the pre- and 

post service organ voluntaries, along with the Introits, Hymns 
and Anthems; 

 Me, Jonathan Dickson, to find and download Tim's selections. 
Edit these, along with the Rector's recordings, into a number of 
separate tracks which I can then join into a single audio-file and 
email to Paul, one of our Wardens; 

 Paul Middleton to take each Service's audio-file, add relevant 
pictures and finally put it into YouTube on the Priory's website, 
ready for people to listen to, and watch, at the normal Service 
time. 

Sermons on the Internet 
Over the past few years I have recorded a number of recitals, 
concerts and services at the Priory Church. This activity has provided 
me with a number of tools, the Tascam DR-100MK and the Philips 
DVT271 digital recorders, (the latter of which I have lent to the 
Rector), as well as the software tool, Wavepad. And so to create the 
audio-file for a Service, the following steps are taken: 
Tim’s actions 
For each Sunday Sung Eucharist, Tim provides his selection of pre 
and post service organ voluntaries, the Introit, the four hymns, and 
the anthems which would normally be sung during communion itself.  
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The Rector’s actions 
Rector Nicholas has to design each Service’s content and record the 
spoken words from the Welcome, through the Prayers, Readings, his 
wonderful Sermons, the Creed and Confession, to the Blessing and 
the Dismissal. He places these recordings onto OneDrive, a file 
hosting and synchronization service operated by Microsoft. The 
recordings are enhanced by the quiet echo from the Priory’s 
acoustics. 

My actions 
I download the spoken words that the Rector has recorded, edit them 
and turn them into separate tracks, Welcome, Greeting, Lord’s 
Prayer, Epistle, Gospel, Sermon and so on. These tracks are then filed 
together in one folder on my Laptop. 

 I search YouTube for  any recordings of Tim’s selections. There can be 
anything up to a dozen available for any one selection, but many of 
these are of poor quality, or solos or organ only, and can be 
discarded. Fortunately there is usually one acceptable  recording 
which can be downloaded. There has only been one instance when I 
could not find a single recording for a particular selection, but an 
email to Tim resulted in a rapid replacement selection. 
The best quality recordings are from King's College Cambridge, New 
College Oxford, Westminster Abbey and Canterbury, Guildford and 
Gloucester Cathedrals. But, of course, their choirs haven't recorded 
all the hymns in the book, nor all the Introits and Anthems which Tim 
selects. Some of the recordings used are of a lesser quality. 
When each track has been edited and saved, a track list is made 
showing each one with its length in minutes and seconds. Finally all 
the tracks are combined into a single Service audio-file. I listen to the 
complete Service to ensure that it flows well with even volume levels 
and the time between tracks is the right length. When all seems 
satisfactory the final audio-file is emailed to the Rector for approval, 
and then on to Paul. 

How long does all this take? Well, it started at about six to seven 
hours per Service, but through the learning curve experience grows, 
and this is now down to about five to six hours per Service – and all 
enjoyable with such wonderful music! Anyway, in the present 
circumstances: Time is of a Plenty! 
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 To be finished 

Paul’s actions 
Finally Paul, using each Service’s audio-files, adds the graphics. Some 
of these are actual photographs, whereas others are ’artistically 
rendered’ Priory photographs that preserve the anonymity of the 
individuals. When this is done, the final Service is published on 
YouTube. Access to this is available on the Priory’s website :  
www.boltonpriory.org.uk  Go to the Home Page and click on  
Our Online Services 
To me, adding the pictures and from Sunday 26 April onwards the 
words to the hymns, is the most significant part of the teamwork, 
because it brings the whole service to light and gives it meaning. 
Without these pictures, just listening to the service in a blank, non-
Church environment does not have quite the same sense of worship 
and comfort. 

But the greatest of these is Charity 
As a chorister starting as a child back in the mid-50s, I adore choral 
and organ church music, and the work involved here, listening to, 
and downloading, such treasures and then creating these Service 
audio-files, is a wonderfully rewarding and enjoyable experience. 
Even this Pandemic cloud does have some, albeit tiny, silver linings! 
So there you have it: how the team puts together each Sung 
Eucharist Service for the Easter period and beyond. As Paul wrote in 
one email ‘We could have picked a quieter time of the church year 
for this learning curve!’  
And a big ‘thank you’ to the Rector, to Tim and to Paul, for letting me 
use what could have been a lonely and boring lockdown time 
productively! 
It has been truly joyful to see that so many people have visited the 
Priory's website and listened to and watched the Services, 
approximately double the number that normally attend the Sunday 
Eucharist. If the team has helped just one person to worship and to 
gain comfort from our efforts in this critical time for our country and, 
indeed, the world, and as we celebrate Christ’s Resurrection and the 
Love that he gives to the world, then it has all been worth it. 
Jonathan Dickson 
This is an edited version of a much fuller and more technical article 
by Jonathan which can be found as a news item on the Priory  
website. We owe him a huge debt of gratitude for his wonderful 
efforts in initiating the online Priory services.      Editor 
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THE WEEKLY SHEET ONLINE 

The Weekly Sheet is now on the Bolton Priory website with the latest 
updates and the prayers for each week.  Please let as many people as 
possible know: spread the word. 

THE  BOLTON ABBEY PARISH MAGAZINE ONLINE 

Until the Covid 19 restrictions are lifted we are unable to publish a 
paper copy of the magazine because of distribution problems. The 
magazine will appear online only. We have transferred all our 
advertising online. 

Please support our advertisers.  

CANCELLATIONS, BOLTON ABBEY HALL VILLAGE EVENTS 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTERS CANCELLED 

Wednesday Nighters which are normally held on the first Wednesday 
of the month, will be cancelled until further notice.   

BOLTON ABBEY VILLAGE HALL DANCES CANCELLED 

The Modern Sequences dance on the first Friday of the month in the 
Village Hall will also be cancelled until further notice. 

BOLTON ABBEY SHOW 2020 CANCELLED 

The show, due to take place on 09 May, has been cancelled for this 
year. This would have been the 40th Bolton Abbey Show! 

In all instances please consult  the Bolton Abbey Village Hall website 
for further and up to date information. 

 BOLTON ABBEY VILLAGE HALL AGM 

The AGM was cancelled.  If you would like a copy of the agenda or 
financial accounts please contact the Chairman.  We always welcome 
interest from anyone who would like to join the committee in order 
to ensure that this most important local facility carries on for many 
more years.  

Barry Cody, Chairman 01756 710587, 
Bookings@boltonabbeyvillagehall.org.uk 
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SPRING 
Research has shown that the spring months are the most beneficial to 
mental well-being and we certainly need that help this year.  Have the 
wildflowers been even brighter and better than ever? Or is it just that 
the current atmosphere surrounding lockdown puts the breathtaking 
show of colour into sharper focus? 

At Bolton Abbey there's 
some very good news.  
Paul, the Estate's head 
keeper, and landscape 
garden designer, Chris 
Myers, have both 
reported previously 
unseen patches of white 
violets. The more 
common blue violets 
are said to symbolise 
love whilst white violets 
represent purity.  In medieval times it was believed violets offered 
protection from evil and folklore told that finding white violets was 
similar to finding a four-leafed clover; if picked, pressed and dried the 
flowers would invite good fortune. 

A pair of curlews is nesting in amongst the 
sheep, much closer than usual.  Their call 
for me is one of the most evocative 
sounds of our landscape and thankfully 
one that's still heard around this part of 
Wharfedale.  But they are one of the most 
threatened migratory birds so much so 
that there is a slightly controversial trial 
taking place of egg collecting to breed 
chicks in safe captivity before releasing 
birds back into the wild.  Their  
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sharp decline across the world is mostly down to loss of habitat for 
food and rest during their epic migration, particularly along the 
coastal mudflats of Asia, an area of intense development. Additional 
danger comes when their eggs and chicks are destroyed by animals 
or farm equipment, but with changes in when and how fields are cut 
for haymaking, the management of predators and the trial of hand 
rearing, it's hoped their fall to being one of the most endangered 
birds can be arrested if not reversed. The acrobatic sand martins are 
also back, pairing up, nesting and feeding along the Wharfe's clean 
waters.  Watching their swooping, the chirpy dippers diving 
underwater and the fleeting sight of a kingfisher I can imagine the 
monks must have felt they'd hit the jackpot when they settled here 
all those years ago. 

I'm living just now at the bottom of Addingham Moorside where a 
couple of cheeky lambs keep finding their way through the garden 
fence which reminds me the Blessing of the Lambs service has been 
another casualty during lockdown. In our Thursday evening tribute 
to health workers, carers and the many key workers let's send 
special thanks for the sterling work put in by our farmers for whom 
life must carry on 
regardless.  

Thank you! 

Liz Clayton 
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ILKLEY CORONOVIRUS RESPONSE GROUP 

As a change from watching weeds grow,  I have become involved 
with the Ilkley Scrubs Sewing  Team. Dr Caroline Rayment heads the 
organisation of the sewing team. This initiative has enabled twenty 
two GPs in the Ilkley and Wharfedale Practices to wear ‘scrubs’, 
(tops and trousers), to change into while at work. A team of 
volunteers has threaded up their machines and are hard at work . 
Drawstring bags, like ‘pump bags’, are also made to put with each 
set of scrubs, to take home to hot wash. Interested in helping? 
Email  MrsDB@outlook.com 

Jean Bull 

ANOTHER SCRUBS STORY 

Two friends were at Ilkley Grammar School together; Friend One is 
now a GP in Harrogate and 
Friend Two in Holmfirth is 
very handy with a sewing 
machine.  
Friend One bought scrubs 
online but they were 
uncomfortable to wear.  
Unbeknown to Friend One, 
Friend Two designed some 
scrubs using a pyjama 
bottom pattern and a T shirt 
pattern. Soft cotton scrubs 
material was purchased 
from Fabworks in Dewsbury, 
They are selling cloth for 
NHS workers at cost price. 
Friend Two despatched the 
finished garments to Friend 
One who was delighted with 
her gift and sent a selfie! 

mailto:MrsDB@outlook.com
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HOME PICTURES IN MAY 

The sunshine bathes in clouds of many hues 

And morning's feet are gemmed with early dews, 

Warm daffodils about the garden beds 

Peep through their pale slim leaves their golden heads, 

Sweet earthly nuns of Spring; the gosling broods 

In coats of sunny green about the road 

Waddle in extasy; and in rich moods 

The old hen leads her flickering chicks abroad, 

Oft scuttling 'neath her wings to see the kite 

Hang wavering o'er them in the spring's blue light. 

The sparrows round their new nests chirp with glee 

And sweet the robin Spring's young luxury shares 

Tootling its song in feathery gooseberry tree 

While watching worms the gardener's spade unbares.  

John Clare 

 

John Clare was an English poet born in 
1793. The son of a farm labourer, he 
became known for his celebrations of the 
English countryside and sorrows at its 
disruption. His poetry underwent major re-
evaluation in the late 20th century: he is 
now often seen as a major 19th-century 
poet.  
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ATLANTIC RALLY FOR CRUISERS 
OUR SAILING ADVENTURES,  PART 2 
We had four days on 
land, to rest, explore 
the islands of Santo 
Antão and São 
Vicente, top up our 
supplies (72 eggs 
and some fresh 
fruit!) and were then 
ready to get back 
out to sea. We spent 
a day cooking and 
freezing meals for 
the next leg to save 
us time at sea. 
Tourism is incredibly important for these islands so it was lovely to 
be able to learn about the history and culture of the country and 
support the companies offering island tours. 
We had great views of the Cape Verde islands as we left Mindelo in 
the early afternoon sunshine. 90 yachts under sail against a backdrop 
of volcanic islands was a spectacular sight. Rather alarmingly - within 
24 hours they had all disappeared from sight. We were in one of the 
smaller, older, heavier boats so didn’t expect to win any prizes and 

were always towards 
the back of the fleet! 

We were heading 
towards the tropics so 
the weather was 
generally warm enough 
for us to be sailing in 
shorts and no footwear 
for most of the day – 
what a treat in 
November!  
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Ably guided by Skipper, we helped to get 
the mainsail out and together with the 
genoa we tried a “goose wing” set up to 
pick up some speed. This sounded simple 
but it was a hot and challenging manoeuvre 
– especially for the skipper. We hadn’t 
managed to move any quicker than 5 knots 

to date, and the winds were still fairly light(10-15 knots max) but the 
new set-up worked well and we improved our average speed to 6 
knots (cause for big 
celebrations!)  

We changed the sails 
(every few days) as the 
wind moved round. 
The next morning the 
fish were still leaping 
out of the water! Just 
fascinating to watch 5 
gulls working together 
and swooping like 
highly trained spitfire 
pilots. They are so 
graceful and balletic in 
their movements. And 
then a bundle of flying 
fish whizz by – so fast 
and glinting silver in the sunshine as they bounce off the top of the 
waves.  Sadly, in the morning we sometimes have to pick up a few 
flying fish from the deck – poor creatures find themselves stranded in 
the hot sun and dried to a crisp.  

 
To be continued next month 

Sophie and David Pringle 

(Andrew and Carol Wade’s daughter and son in law) 
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PRIORY DIRECTORY 

Rector The Revd Nicholas Mercer 01756 710326 

Parish Administrator Margaret Cody 01756 710587 

Churchwardens  Paul Middleton 01943 430654 
 Matthew Hey 07702 555339 
PCC Secretary Sandra Stubbs 01943 463332  
PCC Treasurer Michael Heatley 01423 509629 
Gift Aid Peter Loweth 01756 711129  
Director of Music Tim Raymond  
 stanghan@aol.com   
Concert Coordinator Paul Middleton 07906 082037 
Works Committee Matthew Hey 07702 555339  
Deanery Synod Andrew Hartley 01943 600645  
 Liz Clayton 07880 700339 
 Peter Lambert 07985 136819 
Diocesan Synod Andrew Hartley 01943 600645  
Verger  Peter Lambert 07985 136819  
Sacristan Jennifer Hardaker  
Chalicists’ Rota Mike Vineall 01756 753013  
Liquid Worship Joan Mason 01943 608049  
Electoral Roll Officer Rosemarie Fisher 07964 561959 
Environmental Officer Elaine Adams-Lambert 01756 794542 
Contact for Young People Lorna Heatley 07772 498838 
Parish Disability Officer Jean Crawford 07951 788909 
Parish Safeguarding Officer Jean Crawford  
Sidesmen’s Rota Susan Whittaker 01943 831165 
Flower Rota Lorna Freegard 01943 607907  
Welcome Team Leader Kate Templeton  
Cleaning Rota Andrew Wade 01943 862614  
Friends of Bolton Priory Jill Riley 01943 830190 
Fund Raising Liz Clayton 07880 700339 
Deputy Churchwardens Susan Barker 01756 711260 
 Barry Cody  01756 710587 
MAGAZINE TEAM   
Editor Val Middleton 01943 430654 
 priorymagazine@yahoo.co.uk  
Deputy Editor Judith Allen 01943 513275  
Advertising  Liz Clayton 07880 700339 
Distribution Gill Holme 01756 710482 
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DRY STONE WALLING 

 

 

 

BY CHRIS HALL 

07985 485279 

chris.hall.dsw@gmail.co 


