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Welcome 
A very warm welcome to Bolton Priory. We are a Christian community in 
the heart of the Yorkshire Dales National Park who welcomes everyone 
and celebrates human diversity.   
 

Who we are 
Bolton Priory is an Anglican Church, within the Diocese of Leeds, where there 
has been continuous worship since 1154. When the Priory was dissolved in 
1539, permission was granted for the parish to continue worshipping in the 
nave which is now the Priory Church. The Reformation is a daily backdrop to 
our lives and, fittingly, worship is centred around the Book of Common Prayer 
1662 which, in the Spirit of Pentecost, is used and understood across the 
world wide Anglican communion. Bolton Priory is committed, not only to 
reflecting the glory and majesty of God in its worship but proclaiming the 
Gospel particularly by seeking social justice and stewardship of God’s creation.  
 

Please Pray For 
Bernard Windle, Lyn Bartlet, Ronnie Moore, Andrew Hartley,  
Richard Worrall, Pat Mitton 
 
 

The Departed 
Paul Anning, Clifford Naylor 
 

Anniversary of Death 
Shelagh Sunner (2019), Jean Holme (2019), Alison Harrison (2019), 
Thomas Bowman (2007), Kevin Carr (1996) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24th May to 
31st May 2020 
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Collect for Easter Seven 

O GOD the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph unto thy kingdom in heaven: We beseech thee, leave 
us not comfortless; but send to us thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and 
exalt us unto the same place whither our Saviour Christ is gone before, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
The Old Testament Reading: 2 Kings 2. 9-15 NRSV 

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for 
you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a 
double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; 
yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if 
not, it will not.” As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no 
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
 

Elisha Succeeds Elijah 
He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back 
and stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had 
fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God 
of Elijah?” When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the 
one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 
 

The Gospel John 15. 26-16 4a 
 

“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my 
behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me from the 
beginning. 
 

“I have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling. They will put 
you out of the synagogues. Indeed, an hour is coming when those who kill 
you will think that by doing so they are offering worship to God. And they 
will do this because they have not known the Father or me. But I have said 
these things to you so that when their hour comes you may remember 
that I told you about them. 
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Ascension Day Poem 
 

God is gone up with a triumphant shout: 
The Lord with sounding trumpets’ melodies: 
Sing praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praises out, 
Unto our King sing praise seraphic-wise! 
Lift up your heads, ye lasting doors, they sing, 
And let the King of Glory enter in. 
 

Methinks I see Heaven’s sparkling courtiers fly 
In flakes of glory down, him to attend, 
And hear heart-cramping notes of melody 
Surround his chariot as it did ascend: 
Mixing their music, making ev'ry string 
More to enravish, as they this tune sing. 
 

God is gone up .............. 
 

Words by Edward Taylor (1646 - 1729) 
 
Notices 
 
Rector’s Message 
This is the week when we remember Christ’s Ascension into heaven. The 
risen Lord, who has been by our side since Easter Sunday, has now left this 
world and taken his place at God’s right hand.  Rather like the disciples, 
we are left perplexed here on earth wondering what all this might mean 
for our lives? However, we are not left alone because the incarnation 
continues through the Holy Spirit. In this time of national crisis, we are 
reminded that we are not alone in our struggles, whatever they may be. 
As Jesus says “I am with you always, even to the end of the world” 
(Matthew 28: 20) 
 
Daily Hope Phone line 
If you would like to listen to a daily service, the Church of England now 
offers a telephone service so you can join in worship every day of the 
week. The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 has 
been set up particularly with those unable to join online church services 
during the period of restrictions. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples 

“I am with you always even to the end of the world”  

Be with me today, as I offer myself to you. 

Hear my prayers for others and for myself, 

And keep me in your care. 
Amen. 

Coronavirus COVID-19 
Please remember to pray for all those affected by Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
both in the UK and around the world and for all those caring for them. We 
particularly need to remember in our prayers the brave doctors, nurses 
and care workers, both in the NHS and private sector, who daily put their 
lives at risk as well as essential workers in our society who are too often 
taken for granted and so easily ignored. 
 
The Church Bell Rung for Ascension Day 
Ascension Day was Thursday 21st May and following the recent cautious 
relaxation of the church lockdown rules the Rector, together with 
members of his family, ascended the Tower at Bolton Priory and sang 
“Hail the Day that sees Him rise”, an Ascension Day hymn. The Church bell 
was then rung twelve times, once for each Apostle, to proclaim the 
Ascension. It was the first time that the bell had been rung since the 
lockdown began in March. It is normally rung at each day at 12 noon when 
the Angelus Dei (Angel of God) is said. As the Rector said, ‘Despite all the 
strictures on our lives, it was wonderful to proclaim our Lord’s Ascension 
in this way’.  To see this you can go to www.boltonpriory.church and 
follow the link.  There is also a recorded service for Ascension Day. 
 

Services 
Each Sunday there will be recorded Church services on the Bolton Priory 
website. The Rector will celebrate Holy Communion on Sunday mornings 
at 8 am on behalf of all the community and you will be able to access that 
service, on-line, shortly afterwards. There is also a pre-recorded service at 
10.30 am which will include the music and hymns for the week and a short 
sermon. As well as these two services once a month, on the first Sunday 
of the month, we will record our Liquid Family Service, a service suitable 
for all age groups.  It was recorded for the first time this month and is now 
on the church website.  www.boltonpriory.church 

http://www.boltonpriory.church/
http://www.boltonpriory.church/
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Margaret’s Musings 
A Letter From a Priory Couple 
I am sure many of you don’t know half that we do in the Church Office.  
One of them is to send cards, for four years, to the children who have 
been baptised on their anniversary.  Betty Nelmes kindly sends them out 
at the appropriate time.  The majority of the parents were married here 
and do come to church whenever they can but such a lot live a long way 
away and have young families.  These couples are so grateful for all the 
help we give in the run up to their weddings, baptisms and afterwards.  
We often receive delightful emails and letters from them.  Below is just 
one I have received recently:   
 

Hello,  
 

I sincerely hope this email finds you all safe and well. I thought I would 
drop you a message to say thank you so much for the lovely card that my 
daughter Charlotte has received on the anniversary of her baptism. It was 
so nice to receive, especially during these times — and most fitting that it 
has a rainbow on it also. We have displayed it in our front window and will 
make sure it’s kept in Charlotte’s keepsake box when she is older.  With 
very best wishes, Laura Walters 
 

I then asked Laura if I might put it in the weekly sheet and this was her 
reply:  Good evening Margaret, Of course please do, we still have the one 
we received for my son too - he’s nearly 9 now! Have a wonderful bank 
holiday.  
 
With best wishes, Laura  
 
More of Margaret’s Musings 
Viewing the Sunday Service 
You might be interested to know that last week 137 people watched the 
10.30 am Sunday Service and 66 the 8 am.  If you add approximately 50% 
to this that will give you a better figure as many couples watch it together.  
But without adding the ‘couples’ it means we had a minimum of 203 
virtual people through our Church door! 
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News From the Food Bank 
I am writing this from beautiful, empty Grassington considering myself 
very lucky indeed to now live here rather than in the business of London 
Town. I am missing rather a lot of things in my life now but none more so 
than the challenge and ethos of Skipton Foodbank.  It turned up at a time 
of my life when I first moved to The Dales and knew no one. There was an 
instant camaraderie when Susan Beerling and I went for the first time and 
we both knew it was the place we wanted to be involved with. Well, a lot 
of water has passed under that bridge and in particular lately due to the 
reorganisation following the effect of the Covid virus on the people of 
Skipton and now, as an essential service, it has gone up into another gear. 
The Foodbank is currently open 6 or 7 days a week, 7 hours a day and is 
run by 7 teams, collecting, sorting and delivering - last week to nearly 200 
people. Fortunately the Just Giving appeal has meant that we are able to 
help everyone who needs help. We are hoping that this will continue. 
Donating items of food for people by all our generous friends at The Priory 
is on hold for obvious reasons but donations can still be made direct to 
the Foodbank from their website.  Blessings,  
Lyn and all the Priory Foodbank Team 
 
Collections and Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) 
A huge thank you to all those who have signed up to the Parish Giving 
Scheme (PGS). It is very much appreciated in this very difficult chapter of 
our national life when we have no income at all. You can now sign up to 
PGS by phone on 0333 002 1271 and quoting the parish code 460646084 
or alternatively donate on the Bolton Priory website. Thank you. 
http://www.boltonpriory.org.uk/giving-to-the-priory/ 
 
The Weekly Sheet and Parish Magazine 
The Weekly Sheet and Parish Magazine are now on the Bolton Priory 
website with the latest news, updates.  If you have anything which might 
be of interest for the sheet please send it to office@boltonpriory.org.uk 
email it to. Please let as many people as possible know – spread the word.  
 
The Friends Newsletter 
If you would like the Newsletter you can find it online at prioryfriends.org.uk. 
Please contact jean_crawford@rocketmail.com if you would like it posting. 
 
 

http://www.boltonpriory.org.uk/giving-to-the-priory/
mailto:office@boltonpriory.org.uk
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Baby Basics Project 
Baby Basics supports new mothers who are struggling to meet the 
financial and practical burden of looking after a new baby.  Please support 
them by contributing to their starter packs. Items needed are clothes 0-3 
months, blankets, towels and Moses baskets. Money can also be given. 
Please contact Mary Vineall, 01756 753013 for further information. 
 
Ilkley Coronovirus Response Group 
As a change from watching weeds grow, I have become involved with the 
Ilkley Scrubs Sewing Team headed by Dr Caroline Rayment.  Twenty two 
GPs and the health workers in those practices, in the Ilkley and 
Wharfedale practices, are wearing ‘scrubs’ (tops and trousers) made by 
Ilkley Scrubs Sewing Team to change into while at work. Drawstring bags, 
like ‘pump bags’, are made to put with each set of scrubs, for the wearer 
to take home to hot wash.  If you are interested in helping please contact 
MrsDB@outlook.com   Jean Bull 
 
Help in the Craven District 
For people living in the Craven District Area, ‘Skipton Step Into Action’ has 
been set up to help vulnerable people who cannot get out to shop, get to 
the doctor or hospital etc. The number to ring is 01609 780780.  
 
Tea on the Green  
Tea on the Green are now doing home deliveries which includes those for 
single people.  There are fruit and veg boxes, bread, homemade scones, 
cakes etc.  If you fancy afternoon tea or treats, as well as basics, please go 
onto their website, just put in tea on the green bolton abbey and you will 
see all the items available.  They now deliver to the Ilkley area.  
 
 
 
Priory Church of St Mary and St Cuthbert 
Bolton Abbey 
SKIPTON BD23 6AL 
01756 710238 
office@boltonpriory.org.uk 
www.boltonpriory.church 
www.facebook.com/boltonpriory.uk 

prioryfriends.org.uk 

mailto:MrsDB@outlook.com
tel:01609%20780780
mailto:office@boltonpriory.org.uk
http://www.boltonpriory.church/
http://www.facebook.com/boltonpriory.uk

