
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

75th Anniversary of VE Day 

“Short Service of Thanksgiving for 
Victory” 

Sunday 10th May 2020 

 

 



 
 

 
 



75th Anniversary of VE Day 
Commemoration Service 

 
 

1 

Welcome to the Priory Church at Bolton Abbey 
A very warm welcome to Bolton Priory. We are a Christian 
community in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales National Park, who 
welcomes everyone and celebrates human diversity. 
Bolton Priory is an Anglican Church within the Diocese of Leeds, 
where there has been continuous worship since 1154. When the 
Priory was dissolved in 1539, permission was granted to continue 
worshipping in the Nave which is now the Priory Church. The 
Reformation is a daily backdrop to our lives and, fittingly, worship is 
centred around the Book of Common Prayer 1662, which, in the 
Spirit of Pentecost, is used and understood across the world-wide 
Anglican Communion. Bolton Priory is committed, not only reflecting 
the glory and Majesty of God in its worship, but proclaiming the 
Gospel, particularly by seeking social justice and stewardship of God’s 
creation. 

Acknowledgments 
The words of this Service are taken from those used at “A Short 
Service of Thanksgiving for Victory” held in Westminster Abbey on VE 
Day, Tuesday May 8th 1945. The Organ Voluntaries, Introit, Anthem 
and Hymns are taken from recordings broadcast on YouTube on the 
World-Wide-Web. 
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The Service is led by Revd Lieutenant Colonel Nicholas Mercer BD 
LLM MTh (Oxon), the Rector of the Priory Church of St Mary and St 
Cuthbert in Bolton Abbey, North Yorkshire, assisted by his Family. 

 Introductory Organ Voluntary 

The introductory Organ Voluntary is Elegy written by Sir George 
Thalben-Ball. 

 Welcome 

Rector Nicholas bids all, who are listening to this special Digital 
Service of Commemoration, a very warm Welcome during the United 
Kingdom’s period of Lockdown during the Coronavirus Pandemic crisis. 

A very warm welcome to our morning service from Bolton 
Priory. On this 75th anniversary weekend of VE Day, we are 
this morning using a Thanksgiving Service from Westminster 
Abbey from 1945. As the guns fell silent in 1945, so the 
nation rejoiced. We too can share in the Anniversary of this 
rejoicing, but reminding ourselves through this service of the 
horrors of war, its legacy of suffering, and the humility to 
examine ourselves and our own national failings at the same 
time. 

Our sharing in this Anniversary this morning is tempered by 
our own current battle against Coronavirus, a battle which is 
continuing, which has caused untold suffering around the 
globe, and will possibly continue to do so for many years to 
come.  

Above all however, we remind ourselves, like our forebears, 
that this too will pass, and we too “will meet again”. 
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 Introit 

The Choral Introit is Above all Praise and all Majesty written by Felix 
Mendelssohn. 

Above all praise and majesty, 
Lord thou reignest ever more. 

Halelujah, Halelujah. 

 Opening Prayers 

The Rector reads the Opening Prayers. 

The Lord hath done great things for us, which ought to be 
had in remembrance. 

Let us therefore offer high praise and thanksgiving to the 
God of all mercies for the success which He has granted to 
us and to our Allies: for the faith which has upheld us 
through years of danger and suffering: for the skill of our 
leaders, and the valour and steadfastness of sailors, soldiers 
and airmen: for the hope that we are about to enter upon a 
righteous and abiding peace: for the holy memory and high 
example of that great company of men and women, known 
and unknown, whose faith and courage God has inspired 
and used. 

Rector O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is gracious. 
All and His mercy endureth forever. 
Rector Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name give 

the praise. 
All For thy loving mercy and thy truth's sake. 
Rector In my distress I called upon the Lord. and cried unto my 

God. 
All He heard my voice out of his holy temple. and my cry 

came even unto His ears. 
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Rector Let them give thanks whom the Lord hath redeemed. 
All And delivered from the hands of the enemy. 
Rector Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
All As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. 

World without end, Amen. 

 Collect 

The Rector reads the Collect. 

And let us Pray 

To Thee, O Lord, the Champion Leader- of Thy people, do we 
Thy servants ascribe thankoffering of victory. for Thou hast 
delivered us in the cloudy and dark day. And as Thou hast 
invincible power, let the design of Thy great love lighten 
upon the waste of our wraths and sorrows; and give peace 
to Thy Church, peace among nations, peace in our dwellings 
and peace in our hearts. We ask it in the name of the 
Victorious Christ. Thy Son our Blessed Lord. Amen. 

 Hymn 

Verses 3, 4 and 5 are sung by the Choir only. 

Hymn 537 Common Praise – St Anne 
 

O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home. 

 

Under the shadow of Thy throne 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 

And our defence is sure. 
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Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 

 

A thousand ages in Thy sight 
Are like an evening gone; 

Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 

 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 

They fly, forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 

 

O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last, 
And our eternal home. 

 The Reading 

The Rector reads from the Gospel of St Luke. 

The reading is taken from the gospel according to 
St Luke chapter 2 verses 8 to 14. The beginning of 
the everlasting gospel of peace. 

And there were shepherds in the same country, abiding 
in the field, and keeping watch by night over their flock. 
And an Angel of the Lord stood by them and the Glory 
of the Lord shone round about them, and they were 
sore afraid. And the Angel said unto them: 

“Be not afraid, for behold I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all the people; for there is 
born to you this day, in the city of David, a Saviour 
which is Christ the Lord, and this is the sign unto you. 
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and lying in a Manger.” 
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And suddenly there was with the Angel a multitude of 
the Heavenly Host praising God and saying: 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
men, in whom he is well pleased.” 

Here endeth the Lesson. 

 Hymn 

Verses 3, 4 and 5 are sung by the Choir only. 

Hymn 369 Common Praise – Old 100th 
 

All people that on earth do dwell.  
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;  

Him. serve with fear, His praise forth tell.  
Come ye before Him, and rejoice.  

 

The Lord, ye know, is God indeed;  
Without our aid He did us make;  
We are His folk, He doth us feed,  

And for His sheep He doth us take. 
 

0 enter then His gates with praise 
Approach with joy His courts unto; 

Praise, laud, and bless His Name always, 
For it is seemly so to do. 

 

For why? the Lord our God is good; 
His mercy is forever sure: 

His truth at all times firmly stood; 
And shall from age to age endure. 

 

To Father, Son and Holy Ghost,  
The God Whom Heav'n and earth adore,  

From men and from the Angel-host  
Be praise and glory evermore. Amen. 
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 Sermon 

The Sermon is given by the Rector. 

May I speak in the name of the Father and of the son and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen 

As most of you will be aware the 8th of May was the 
anniversary of VE Day, the day when the guns fell silent in 
Europe 75 years ago. More than 1 million people celebrated 
in the streets of Great Britain, and to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of this event, last year the British Government 
designated the 8th May as a Bank Holiday. Celebrations were 
planned across the country, for what was designated as VE 
Day Weekend, celebrations which have now had to be 
cancelled due to the Coronavirus. 

When the holiday weekend was announced last year, the 
Minister in charge said: “It will ensure as many people as 
possible have the opportunity to remember and honour our 
heroes of the Second World War, and reflect on the 
sacrifices of a generation.” 

Sir Andrew Gregory, the Chief Executive Officer of SSAFA, 
said: “It is our duty to keep the events of the past alive, 
including future generations. This is how we ensure that 
such a conflict never happens again.” 

I must confess to an initial degree of scepticism when the 
celebrations were announced. First of all the bank holiday 
took us all by surprise. It wasn't even included in our 
calendars and diaries, so why did it appear so suddenly? 
Secondly, it seems so long ago. My mother was just nine 
years old at the time, and she has since died of old age. 
Thirdly we have Remembrance Sunday in any event, so why 
another seemingly unplanned event? 



75th Anniversary of VE Day 
Commemoration Service 

 
 

8 

I suspect that it was an attempt in part at least to fuse 
nostalgia for the past with a certain political vision of the 
future., a future which is now even more complicated than 
any of us could have predicted. However, given that the 
event is now upon us, I do think there are some important 
lessons to be learned. 

First and foremost, this may well be the last occasion when 
we can, as a nation, remember those who fought in World 
War II alone. On Remembrance Sunday we remember all 
wars, from 1914 to date, together with victims of terror; so 
it is rare that a war is singled out. Those who fought in World 
War II will be in their early 90s and their moment will also 
pass. However whilst they are still in living memory, it is only 
right and proper that we mark their sacrifice, courage, and 
indomitable spirit. 

Colonel Tom exemplifies this perfectly, with heroism 
extending into his hundredth year. As Ben Wallace said, he 
not only embodies the spirit of our incredible veteran 
community, but the resolve of this nation, and we salute him 
and all those who fought and died to bring us freedom in 
1945. 

Secondly, I believe this anniversary needs to be marked 
specifically, because we fought a just war in 1939 to 1945. 
The evil of Nazism had to be confronted, and came at huge 
personal cost to our country and to the world. However 
there was no other option but to face it down, and the fact 
that so many of our brave men and women sacrificed 
everything does this nation great credit. And it is perhaps 
worth pausing to reflect on this alone.  

But we also need to reflect on the fact that we have become 
involved in so many unjust wars since. I should know I took 
part in one of them. And going forward into the future, we 
must temper our constant thirst for War. The international 
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legal order cannot be discarded just because it is 
inconvenient. If we go down that route then we just create a 
lawless world. 

Finally, it is worth pausing at this moment to reflect on the 
conditions which gave rise to World War II. The 1930s 
started with a period of great economic turbulence. The 
distribution of income and wealth was not dissimilar to our 
own times, where there had been no marked increase in real 
wages for ordinary people for some considerable time. As a 
result politics were populist and angry, just like our own. 

And this year also marks the anniversary of the liberation of 
Belsen. The pictures are quite horrific, but come at a time 
when anti-Semitism, in this country and elsewhere in 
Europe, is at its worst since World War II. The same applies 
to the equally pernicious islamophobia. This is not the 
1930s, but many of the historic conditions, that were 
present in the 1930s, also characterise our own society 
today. We need to be constantly on our guard, to ensure 
that war does not happen again, as old alliances are 
fractured and remoulded. 

As I said at the start of my sermon, what no one could have 
predicted at the announcement of these celebrations, was 
that they would be cancelled due to a pandemic. So rather 
than indulging in a week of nostalgia, we have another 
battle to fight in the here and now, indeed this very 
weekend for some of us. 

President Truman said, on the VE Day, that it was a victory 
only half won. And those words seem so appropriate today. 
Our victory against the first wave of the pandemic is only 
half won too, if at all. But despite the tragedy, global 
conflicts can be a catalyst for profound change. Those who 
survived the horrors of World War II, came back to build a 
better world. So, too, in our time where, because of the 
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virus, we can see more clearly than ever the injustices in our 
own society. 

An event like this should not be a longing to return to a 
vanished past, as was intended, but rather the opportunity 
to resolve to build a better future together. So looking 
forward, and not backwards, may we take this opportunity 
to build a better world, which reflects kingdom values, and 
not just our own selfish ambitions. Amen. 

 Anthem 

The Choral Anthem is Let us now praise famous men written by 
Ralph Vaughan Williams OM. 

Let us now praise famous men, 
And our Fathers that begat us. 

Such as did bear rule in their kingdoms, 
Men renowned for their power. 

 

Leaders of the people 
By their counsels and by their knowledge. 

Such as found out musical tunes, 
And recited verses in writing: 

 

All these were honoured in their generations, 
And were the glory of their times. 

 

And some there be which have no memorial; 
Who are perished, as though they had never been. 

Their bodies are buried in peace; 
But their name liveth for ever more. 
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 Remembrance Prayers 

The Remembrance Prayers are read by the Rector. 

Let us pray 

Let us remember with pride and all honour those who have 
laid down their lives in the cause of freedom and justice. 

Remember, 0 Lord, all those, the brave and the true, who 
have died the death of honour, and are departed in the hope 
of resurrection to Eternal Life. We praise Thy Holy Name for 
the gift of their matchless courage. We thank Thee that their 
warfare is accomplished, that their sorrows are assuaged, 
and their grievous wounds all healed. Crown, we beseech 
Thee, with Thy loving mercy, the offering of their brave lives. 
Grant unto them Thy eternal peace; and the blessing of Thy 
perfect comfort unto all who mourn. We ask it in the name 
of Him who died and rose again for us all, Thy Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Let us offer ourselves afresh to God praying that we may be 
enabled to fulfil His purpose in the world.  

Grant, 0 merciful God, that with malice toward none, with 
charity to all, with firmness in the right, as thou givest us to 
see the right, we may strive to finish the task which thou 
hast appointed us; to bind up the nations' wounds; to care 
for him who shall have borne the battle. And for his widow 
and his orphan; to do all which may achieve and cherish a 
just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

The Rector leads the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Rector And let us sum up our prayers and praises, by joining 
together in the Prayer our Lord Himself has taught us, 
saying: 

All Our Father, which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, 
the Power and the Glory, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 Hymn 

Verses 3 and 4 are sung by the Choir only. 

Hymn 555 Common Praise – Praise my Soul 
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
To His feet thy tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Who like me His praise should sing? 

Allelujah, Allelujah 
Praise the everlasting King. 

 

Praise Him for His grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress. 

Praise Him still the same forever, 
Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Allelujah, Allelujah 
Glorious in His faithfulness. 
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Fatherlike He tends and spares us; 
Well our feeble frame He knows. 
In His hands He gently bears us, 

Rescues us from all our foes. 
Allelujah, Allelujah 

Widely as His mercy grows. 
 

Angels help us to adore Him; 
Ye behold Him face to face; 

Sun and moon, bow down before Him, 
Dwellers all in time and space. 

Allelujah, Allelujah 
Praise with us the God of grace. 

 The Final Act of Thanksgiving 

The Rector reads the Final Act of Thanksgiving. 

Blessing and honour. thanksgiving and praise, more than we 
can utter, more than we can conceive, be unto Thee, 0 most 
adorable Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, by all angels, all 
men, all creatures for ever and ever. Amen and Amen. To 
God the Father who first loved us, and made us accepted in 
his Beloved: to God the Son, who loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood: to God the Holy Ghost, who 
sheds the love of God abroad in our hearts, be all love and 
all glory, for time and for eternity. Amen. 
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 Hymn 

Verse 2 is sung by the Choir only. 

530 – Common Praise – Nun Danket 
 

Now thank we all our God, 
with heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, 

in Whom this world rejoices; 
Who from our mothers’ arms 

has blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 
 

Oh, may this bounteous God 
through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 
and blessed peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in His grace, 
and guide us when perplexed; 
And guard us through all ills 
in this world, till the next! 

 

All praise and thanks to God 
the Father now be given, 

The Son, and Him Who reigns 
with Them in highest Heaven— 

The one eternal God, 
whom earth and Heav’n adore; 

For thus it was, is now, 
and shall be evermore. Amen. 
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 The Blessing 

The Rector ends the Service with the Blessing. 

May God grant to the living grace, to the departed rest, to 
the Church, the Queen, the Empire and all people, peace and 
concord; and to us and all his servants life everlasting. And 
the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
come down upon you, and remain with you always.
 Amen. 

 The National Anthem 

This is the setting by Benjamin Britten, and the most loved by Queen 
Elizabeth. The first verse is sung by the Choir only. 

Hymn 354 Common Praise – National Anthem 
  

God save our gracious Queen! 
Long live our noble Queen! 

God save the Queen! 
Send her victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 

Long to reign over us, 
God save the Queen. 

 

Thy choicest gifts in store 
On her be pleased to pour, 

Long may she reign. 
May she defend our laws, 

And ever give us cause, 
To sing with heart and voice, 

God save our Queen. 
God save our Queen. 
God save the Queen. 
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 Recessional Organ Voluntary 

The service ends with the Organ Voluntary Crown Imperial written by 
Sir William Walton. 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


