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WEDDINGS and FUNERALS :  
By arrangement via the Church Office. 

 

OUR MISSION 
A community seeking to live well with God,  

gathered around Jesus Christ in prayer and fellowship,  
and committed to welcome, worship and witness.  

 
The Church Office 

Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 
01756 710587 

office@boltonpriory.org.uk 
The Rector 

The Rectory, Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 
01756 710326 

rector@boltonpriory.org.uk 
Website 

www.boltonpriory.church 
 
 

The Tower of Bolton Priory is open for private prayer from 9 am to  
5 pm every day. Everyone is most welcome to come and say a prayer 
and light a candle.  Access will be restricted to the Tower, and we ask 
that no more than one individual or family group enters at one time. 
We have resumed the  Sunday 10.30 Morning Service, attendance is 
limited. Please telephone 01756 710587 if you would like to attend.. 

Church of England  
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                 Issue Number 473  
                 August 2020 
From Revd Nicholas Mercer 

Since I last wrote my Rector’s message the Church has moved on, 
dramatically, from the lockdown which began on 23 March. 
First of all the Tower was opened for private prayer and we then held 
our first service of Holy Communion on 05 July. We have welcomed 
back many parishioners and visitors since. At the same time we have 
also maintained our online services for those who are still at home or 
who are cautious about venturing out. 
Whether you have come to Church or stayed at home there is one 
common denominator and that is life has changed. Rather than 
return to normal, we are having to live the ‘new normal’ instead. 
Indeed, it feels like a sense of loss. 
I was reading a letter the other day written by Brother Lawrence. He 
was a discalced Carmelite monk who delighted in the simple things in 
life and was able to find God’s presence in all he was asked to do, 
however mundane. 
The letter that caught my attention was to a correspondent who had 
recently lost a good friend. She was feeling the loss intensely and was 
seeking his guidance. 
Brother Lawrence put it thus: 
‘Remember, I pray, what I have urged upon you which is to think often 
of God, day and night, in all your tasks… He is always at your side. Do 
not fail in fellowship with him. You would consider it discourteous to 
neglect a friend who visited you. Why abandon God and leave him 
alone? Do not then forget him. Think of him often. Worship him all 
the time. Live and die with him. That is the Christian’s lovely task, our 
calling.’ 
These words seem so appropriate for our current times. We too must 
seek God in the mundane which has surprised us all with the joy it 
has brought in lockdown. As we suffer our loss in living the ‘new 
normal’, we must not, at the same time, fail in our fellowship with 
him. It is our ‘lovely task, our calling’ and our friendship will never be 
betrayed.  
 
Nicholas 
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 07 JULY 2020 

So many things have changed since our last PCC meeting in January 
due to the pandemic.  Who would have thought that we would be 
holding a PCC meeting by ZOOM in the comfort of our own homes. 
It was an interesting experience with the Rector saying it would be 
over within the time limit of one hour and it was.  All down to our 
Rector’s expertise for keeping the meeting on track. 
We discussed the financial situation and we were all pleased to 
hear that our ‘hair raising’ campaign had raised approximately 
£7,000 which, in effect, means the collection monies have been 
maintained during this lockdown period. Thank you to all who 
contributed. 
If anyone has been to the memorial garden lately you will have 
seen that the new fence has been completed and looks very good 
indeed. 
We are hoping the bird boxes will be in situ in the garden for 
Autumn/Winter this year. 
The Safeguarding Policy is well on its way with most of the people 
involved completing their online training.  Hopefully, this will be 
completed by the end of August. 
The PCC agreed to have a demonstration pew showing what is  
possible with a new under seat heating system.  This system  is very 
reasonable at a cost of £30,000 (incl VAT)  It is also estimated that 
the running costs would reduce our heating costs by up to £10,000 
per annum! Both the church architect and the DAC are  very 
enthusiastic and supportive of this system. 
If and when  the church reopens properly we should be warm this 
winter. 
The church tower has been open for prayer and it is so much 
appreciated for anyone who wishes to come and pray. 
The first ‘spiritual’ communion held on 05 July with a limited 
number of parishioners was very different to the ‘normal’.  It was a 
very peaceful, serene service which I personally enjoyed thoroughly 
after the last turbulent few months. This does not mean, however, 
that I did not miss the hymn singing!! 
Hand sanitizers were in the Tower for use before and after the 
service.  Due to hygiene and insurance requirements a professional  
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cleaning company cleans the church every Monday. 
The Rector concluded the meeting with thanking all the PCC for their 
continuing work especially Jonathan Dickson, Paul Middleton and 
Lorna Heatley for producing the online services which, I am sure, 
most of you have enjoyed.  I certainly have and thanks also to 
Margaret Cody for all the extra hard work this pandemic has caused. 
I do hope you and all your loved ones stay safe this summer. 
Our next PCC meeting is in September. 
With every blessing 
Sandra Stubbs 
PCC secretary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Covid 19 has had its advantages as the knitting needles, crochet 
hooks and sewing machines have been working overtime. 
I have collected the most amazing collection of stuff for Baby Basics 
from Addingham, Ilkley, Otley, Grassington, Settle and a beautifully 
filled Moses Basket from Menston.   The Moses basket was fitted out 
for a girl and Lorely has had so many requests for girls that it was a 
prayer answered.  To this  end we took a car laden to the top with 
these goodies to Lorely and she was delighted.  While I was with  her 
a Midwife called to collect a fully filled Moses Basket which made me  
feel it is so worth while. 

One in, one out! 

Thank you everyone who has helped this very worthy and needy 
cause and I can’t wait to get back to help Lorely. 

Mary Vineall  
01756 753013 
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LOCKDOWN AT THE RECTORY  Part III  
What I have learnt during Lockdown. 
The Lockdown has been a very interesting experience for me. During 
this time I have started my A level courses and, although I am 
thoroughly enjoying them, one of the greatest challenges I have faced 
is becoming distracted. My three 
subjects are History, Art History and 
Classical History, three essay based 
subjects all of which require a great 
amount of focus. Unfortunately for 
me I have been sitting next to a 
window that looks out over the 
beautiful landscape at Bolton Abbey. 
I have to say that it is not easy to 
concentrate with that sort of view 
stretching out before you. In the last 
week of term, during a lesson on 
Aneurin Bevan and the founding of the NHS, I saw a juvenile tawny 
owl glide past and then perch on the garden fence. I heard a 
commotion from downstairs as my mother and brother went outside 
to take a few photographs of this rare sight whilst I sat at my window 
marvelling at the owl for about five minutes until I suddenly 
remembered my lesson and went back to my desk. Online learning 
however can be a blessing. One of the best things to come out of the 
lockdown is that it proves that a classroom is not always required for 
learning. You can learn from home. Another great benefit to me of 
lockdown is the fact that my GCSEs have been cancelled. Although  
I was not in fear of failing them (maybe with the exception of maths)  
I have been gifted my grades without the stress of sitting any exams.  
I expect that all of you will agree sitting an exam is never a fun 
experience especially when that exam is going to shape your future. 
My father certainly thinks online school is great as it has significantly 
reduced the school fees for this term. 
During lockdown, I have discovered a new love for studying famous 
works of art as well as the Government’s inability to handle a crisis. 
Above all I now also know that, although natural light is very good for 
you, sitting next to a window in beautiful Bolton Abbey and trying to 
work is a very bad combination for me. 
Fabian Mercer 
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LOCKDOWN IN EMBSAY - UPDATE FROM THE PLOT 
Thank you for all the lovely comments about our little contribution to 
the July magazine about our allotment. We thought we’d give you a 
crop report. 
As we have all benefitted from an 
early summer, so to has the plot. 
Everything Elaine planted has grown 
so well. Fortunately, we have some 
fairly big water butts and have been 
able to keep up a rigorous watering 
regimen to match their growth. 
There has been some relief lately 
with all this rain. 
So far we have harvested. 
 3 dozen onions, with more to 

come in the autumn 
 5 kg gooseberries (from one 

bush) 
 5 kg red currants (25 jars of 

jelly; perfect with lamb and 
other red meats!) 

 500g black currants (2 more bushes to ripen) 
 Our garden peas are just about ready to begin picking… yum! 

 
Regrettably we have suffered some 
weather-related losses. The late frost at 
the end of April killed all the buds on our 
Josterberry bush (it’s a cross between a 
black currant and a gooseberry) plus all 
the buds on our plum tree were lost. The 
gale at the weekend of 05 July flattened 
our broad bean plants in spite of a 
windbreak we erected. Hey-ho, you win 
some, you lose some. 
Blessing to everyone from the allotment. 
 
Peter and Elaine Lambert 
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FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 
NOTHING STOPS A COFFEE MORNING 
If cancer doesn't stop, neither do we. However you host, you’ll be 
helping millions of people living with cancer, who need us to raise a 
mug more than ever. Have a look for some ideas online at 
coffee.macmillan.org.uk  

This year the annual Macmillan Coffee Morning  cannot take  place in 
Bolton Abbey  Village Hall because of the current Covid 19 
restrictions. The response to this charity in Bolton Abbey has always 
been extremely generous. People, from both the local area and the 
Priory Church, donate and spend to support this cause generously. 
Last year we raised £1,103.15!  The help you have given over the 
many years that we have held the Macmillan Coffee Morning in the 
village has been amazing. 
I am very aware that many charities have lost vital income during the 
pandemic. We will have to think ‘out of the box’ this year to find 
different ways to help. What about having a coffee morning in our 
own homes perhaos with a raffle and we could sell our own produce? 
This could involve just  your own household, a small group of 
neighbours or friends observing social distancing. The official date for 
the Coffee Morning is Friday 25 September, but you can hold yours 
whenever you like. Small or big, tea or coffee, socially distanced or 
virtual, a Coffee Morning is whatever you want to make it  
Following the announcement about the Macmillan event in the  
weekly sheet, I have already had an offer to host a coffee morning, 
tickets £5 as usual perhaps with a raffle or maybe you could host an 
early evening drinks event . What can you do? Let me know.  Raffle 
prizes gratefully received.   

Any ideas or offers to host an event please contact me,   
Margaret Cody  01756 710586 
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LOCKDOWN IN BURLEY WOODHEAD 

A TYPICAL DAY 

 
 

 

 

8 am consider getting up early 

Reject idea, breakfast at 9 am 

Read The Times, all 96 pages 

Feed ducks, consider gardening/mowing 

Fine day, arrange deckchairs 

Mail arrives, check emails and reply 

Locate garden tools and machines, need petrol 

Drive to fill with fuel 

Check mole traps, mousetraps and greenhouse 

Speak to boiler maintenance 

Daughters arrive with essential shopping 

Lunch 

Rearrange deckchairs 

Bit tired, relax in sun, sleep 

Wake up, tea 

Consider mowing, grass still too wet 

Bit of weeding and watering, too late to mow 

Beer, resolve to do better tomorrow 

Supper 

TV 

Where does time go? 

Bed ,exhausted. 

Andrew Wade 
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AN APPEAL ON BEHALF OF  
ST STEPHEN’S CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL, 

 

A Bradford inner city school with a high proportion of disadvantaged 
children, including some who are refugees, is committed to providing 
excellent education to overcome barriers and open opportunities. St 
Stephen’s seeks contributions to fund the development of additional 
learning opportunities to support children as they re-integrate after 
many weeks of home learning and into the future, by securing scope 
for effective learning beyond normal school hours. The period of 
lockdown has shown very clearly that all children need safe internet 
access at home if educational inequality is to be overcome. St 
Stephen’s wants to use the skills of our staff and children to develop 
our TV channel and radio station to support learning beyond the 
classroom. For this vision to be realised we want every child at St 
Stephen’s to be able to access the internet through the 4G/5G 
network. For this we shall need to loan each child their own device. 
The outcome will be a growing library of resources that can be 
accessed via the internet, nurturing the children of our central 
Bradford community, and a contribution to children’s education in 
the wider world. Our plea is for you to help us achieve this. Every 
donation takes us towards our target of £100,000.  
The fundraising is through the GoFundMe website:   
www.gofundme.com/f/internet-4-all-children-at-st-stephen039s-school  
Thank you so much for any support you can give. 
 
Joyce Simpson 
Chair of Governors 
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DATES FROM THE CHURCH CALENDAR  

       AUGUST 
02 SUNDAY    TRINITY 8 

06 Thursday    The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

09 SUNDAY    TRINITY 9 

15 Saturday    The Blessed Virgin Mary 

16 SUNDAY    TRINITY 10 

23 SUNDAY    TRINITY 11 

24 Monday     St Bartholomew 

30 SUNDAY    TRINITY 12 

        SEPTEMBER 
06 SUNDAY    TRINITY 13 

12 Saturday 13.00  Marriage of Edward Riley and 

        Louisa Britton 

13 SUNDAY    TRINITY 14 

 

WEEKLY ONLINE PRIORY SUNDAY SERVICES 
Morning Service 10.30 
This service can be seen online on the Priory’s own YouTube channel. 
Go to the home page of the Priory website 
www.boltonpriory.church and click on: ‘Our Online Services’  
You can also find our channel if you go to the YouTube web site and 
search for ‘Bolton Priory’. 
The 10.30 service includes the music and hymns for the week and a 
short sermon. In addition to these services on the first Sunday of the 
month we record our Liquid Family Service, a service suitable for all 
age groups.    
WEEKLY SHEET 
Please refer to our website www.boltonpriory.org.uk  
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LOCKDOWN IN ILKLEY 
What have I been doing during 
lockdown?  When did it start?  
To begin with I got Murgs out of 
hospital in mid-March; sadly he 
died a few weeks later. Most of 
April was taken up with 
correspondence etc, as you do 
after a death, having surfaced 
with invaluable help from my 
children, big sis and very good 
friends and not forgetting ‘Ellie’ a 
more sensitive and ‘human’ dog 
one could never find. She knew 
exactly what was going on and 
knows exactly what I am about 
to do before I do. We have had 
regular ‘proper’ walks on the 
moors, in and around Ilkley with 
Sally finishing off with coffee and 
a delicious brownie from Love Brownies or a fat rascal from Bettys. 
We then head to the Band Stand to sit and partake of our purchases 
and watch the world go by like a couple of ‘old cronies’ (sorry for the 
‘old’ Sally – I know you are teens of years younger than me!)  and 
where Ellie stood on a bee. It was fascinating watching her tug the 
sting out of her paw! Then we had to briskly stride up ‘that’ hill home, 
which feels like a mountain after having had a rest and natter. 
My cupboards and drawers have never been so tidy for so long!  I 
have tried to catalogue 300 of Stephen’s old books, early editions on 
hunting, fishing, elephants, tigers, poachers, Lawrence of Arabia – on 
it goes. He has collected books over the years. Whenever we went to 
an agricultural or horse show, it was straight to the antique book 
stalls, usually before we had seen what we really went to see, ie the 
course and the horses!  Having done that job, in a fashion, I am now 
starting on my CDs. I did cut the number down when we moved but 
there are still 200 left!  The trouble is they are all so enjoyable so I 
doubt I will do very well. I’m only on ‘B’ which should really be filed 
under ‘T’ – Bryn Terfel/Mozart. I’m listening to that at present. The 
trouble is they all have to be listened to before I cast them out, so it’s  

http://www.boltonpriory.church
http://www.boltonpriory.org.uk/
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 To be finished 

a slow job or a ‘no go’ ! Then it will be to the sorting of all my left-
over patchwork materials – once again, how many times have I done 
that, I ask myself!  I’m not really a squirrel, only a ‘just in case’ person 
as far as materials are concerned!  
So those are my really scintillating activities during lockdown. The 
highlight of course is being able to go back to attend 10.30 Eucharist 
live at the Priory.  How spoilt we have been throughout lockdown 
being able to log into the recorded services and to hear and see 
warming familiarities  - what a team. Thank you all. 
Rosemary Murgatroyd 
 

RECLINING ELECTRIC CHAIR 
Tina Butler has a very comfortable, reclining, electric chair available.  
It is upholstered in brown material and was bought from Kettley’s in 
Yeadon.  
If you are interested please ring Tina on 01756 710280. 

 

PARISH MAGAZINE DEADLINE SEPTEMBER MAGAZINE 
Please could we have any copy for the September magazine by 15 
August. It can be sent either to the Editor or the Church Office. Please 
send by email to either; priorymag@yahoo.co.uk OR 
office@boltonpriory.org  
 
THE  BOLTON ABBEY PARISH MAGAZINE ONLINE 
Until the Covid 19 restrictions are lifted we are unable to publish a 
paper copy of the magazine because of distribution problems. The 
magazine appears online only. We have transferred all our  
advertising online. If you know of anyone who does not use the 
internet and would like a copy of the magazine could we ask that you 
might kindly print off a copy and deliver it to them. 

BOOKING BOLTON ABBEY VILLAGE HALL 
If you are interested in booking the hall for Dates in 2021  
please either email, 
bookings@boltonabbeyvillagehall.co.uk   
or ring 01756 710587. 
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CHURCH SERVICES RESUMED AT THE PRIORY  IN JULY 

 

 

At 10.30 on Sunday  
05 July, the Priory held 
its first service of Holy 
Communion, with a 
socially distanced 
congregation.  
 
 
 

An outdoor service of Holy 
Communion on Sunday 19 
July was held in the ruins 
of the Priory where 
members of the 
congregation could be 
socially distanced from 
each other and worship in 
accordance with 
Government guidelines on 

Church services. The service 
was conducted by the Rector 
with two of his children 
assisting as the acolyte and 
crucifer.  
 

To book a place at the Sunday 
10.30 service please ring 
01756 710587. 

 

mailto:bookings@boltonabbeyvillagehall.co.uk
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 LOCKDOWN IN BURLEY WOODHEAD 
When in mid-March I put a countdown of the lockdown in my diary I 
soon realised how much summer fun we were going to miss and then 
thought THIS IS GOING TO BE A CHALLENGE!  The newspapers were 
warning of people putting on weight, drinking too much and - nine 
months down the line - an increase in the birth rate!  Well the latter 
was clearly not going to be a concern for us!! 
It then seemed as though the whole country was going to devote itself 
to spring cleaning on a mammoth scale, so I duly sat in the sun and 
sorted out some kitchen drawers but that wasn’t my idea of fun and I 
very quickly made up my mind that here was an opportunity to spend 
time doing what I wanted to do without feeling guilty. 
So I looked in my cupboards while searching for fabric for our 
daughters to turn into scrubs and face masks and lo and behold - 
untold treasures.  Projects begun and abandoned for lack of time.  I 
found lustrous velvet fabric bought in Venice in a bag with cushion 
pads and exotic trim, a pretty tablecloth with a lovely floral design just 
waiting to be embroidered and tapestries for chair seats that had 
been on several holidays and returned unfinished.  But NOW I had 
time to complete them.  Little complications like the sewing machine 
malfunctioning and no embroidery silks and running out of tapestry 
wool and canvas for the seat covers were overcome thanks to 
Amazon, eBay and a trip to The Spinning 
Jenny at Flaxby.  Oh that was a heady 
moment - to get in the car and DRIVE!! 
I have now completed the cushions and 
the tablecloth even getting up at 4 am 
one day to finish embroidering the cloth - 
I was so determined to finish it.  I sent a 
photo of the finished article round the 
family and one daughter said - lovely 
Mum - will you do one for me?!  I could 
have wept - it had been such a marathon! 
Now I’ve almost finished the last tapestry and I’m running out of wool 
again but I am really thrilled with what I’ve managed to do thanks to 
the lockdown. 
At the beginning I planned to read The Mirror and the Light and learn 
to make choux pastry but guess what? They’ll just have to wait for 
another day.                Carol Wade 
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BLOOMERS 

This is a compilation of actual student GCSE answers. 
1.  Ancient Egypt was inhabited by mummies and they all wrote 
  in   hydraulics. They lived in the Sarah Dessert and travelled by 
   Camelot. The climate of the Sarah is such that the inhabitants 
     have to live elsewhere. 
2.  The bible is full of interesting caricatures. In the first book of  
  the Bible, Guinnesses, Adam and Eve were created from an  
  apple tree. Cain asked ‘Am I my Brother’s Son?’ 

3.  Moses led the Hebrew slaves to the Red Sea, where they   
  made unleavened bread which is bread made without any  
  ingredients. Moses went up Mount Cyanide to get the Ten  
  Commandments. He died before he ever reached Canada. 
4.  Solomon had three hundred wives and seven hundred    
  porcupines. 
5. The Greeks were a highly sculptured people, and without  
  them we wouldn’t have history. The Greeks also had myths.  
  A myth is a female moth. 
6.  Actually, Homer was not written by Homer but by another  
  man of that name. 
7.  Socrates was a famous Greek teacher who went around giving 
  people advice. They killed him. Socrates died from an    
  overdose of wedlock. After his death his career suffered a  
  dramatic decline. 
8.  In the Olympic Games, Greeks ran races, jumped, hurled the  
  biscuits, and threw the java. 
9.  Eventually the Romans conquered the Greeks. History calls  
  people Romans because they never stayed in one place for  
  very long. 

10. Julius Caesar extinguished himself on the battlefields of Gaul. 
  The Ides of March killed him because they thought he was  
  going to be made King. Dying he gasped out ‘Te Hee Brutus’. 
11. Nero was a cruel tyranny who would torture his subjects by  
  playing the fiddle to them. 
12. Joan of Arc was burnt to a steak and was canonised by    
  Bernard Shaw. Finally Magna Carta provided that no man   
  should be hanged twice for the same offence. 
Thanks to Liz Higgins 
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AN EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 
During these extraordinary days when we have been unable to gather 
for worship in our parish churches, I, like many others have been 
grateful to priests both locally and further afield who have streamed 
services on-line. I have joined you for several services of Holy 
Communion from Bolton Priory and am delighted to see the services 
continue to attract very encouraging numbers of viewers. Please 
accept my thanks, and those of the Prayer Book Society, for making it 
possible for the ‘comfortable words’ of the Prayer Book to be heard in 
these most troubled of times – the provision of online worship 
continues to be a tremendous blessing to many. 
 

AN EMAIL RECEIVED FROM SOPHIE AND DAVID ALLWOOD 
Many of you will remember Sophie and David who were married here 
last year so I thought I should pass this on to you: 
 
Dear Nicholas and Margaret 
and all at Bolton Priory, 
 
We are delighted to announce 
the birth of Isaac Joseph 
Allwood, born 07 July 2020 at 
the Leeds General Infirmary. 
We are all doing well and 
loving getting to know this 
adorable little one. He’s such 
a treasure and bringing so 
much joy to the whole family.  
We look forward to seeing 
you all very soon.  
 
Much love, 
David, Sophie and Isaac xxx 
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MAGAZINE ARCHIVES 
100 YEARS AGO, AUGUST 1920 
LOCAL NEWS 

BARDEN-We are pleased to be able to record that three of the 
scholars of Barden School have this year been awarded County Minor 
Scholarships and we congratulate Rennie Ideson, John Birch and 
Dora Dunckley on their success. The greatest credit is due to Mrs. 
Dunckley, more especially as there are less than twenty children in 
the school and she is single handed. John Birch is the youngest of Mr. 
Birch’s sons, all of whom have now distinguished themselves in the 
scholastic world. One is inclined to wonder whether the breezy 
moorland air in which these gamekeepers bring up their families has 
not had something to do with the development of brain and muscle 
in these hardy Yorkshire lads! 
The capture of three scholarships at once is a great achievement 
when these circumstances are taken into account. These County 
Minor Scholarships, although they cost the ratepayers a good deal, 
are a splendid thing for the country generally.  They enable the most 
promising children to go on to higher education which formerly was 
impossible for them, except through occasional help from special 
funds such as the Boyle and Petyt Trustee Fund. If Russia had been 
possessed of such a system of schools and scholarships a few years 
ago, we should never have heard of Bolshevism. 
BEAMSLEY-We are to congratulate Robert Wilson on winning a 
County Minor Scholarship from Beamsley School. This success is all 
the more satisfactory as the Head Mistress, Miss Townson, has not 
been able, through illness, to give the necessary instruction during 
the first part of this year; it reflects the more credit on Robert 
himself.  
HALTON EAST-There has been quite an epidemic in this little 
township lately; but an epidemic less harmful than the kind of thing 
that is generally implied in that name. Babies!! Mrs. Stephen Lawson, 
Mrs. Lambert and Mrs. Denby have all taken part in it and we hear 
progress is satisfactory in all cases. 
The shooting season-We understand that 
Colonel Staniforth, an old friend of the Duke of 
Devonshire, has again taken the grouse shooting 
this year with his party. We give them welcome 
and hope they will have a good season. 
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PAROCHIAL NOTES   

The hay harvest-Our sympathies are very much with the farmers 
during this anxious period. July has been deplorably wet and heavy 
crops of hay are in danger of being partially or completely spoiled; 
day after day the rain has descended and anxiety has increased. The 
older farmers take a philosophical view of the matter however, they 
have been through such seasons as this before and have learned the 
value of hope, courage and faith in a divinely appointed Providence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MASKS FOR MACMILLAN 
Would you like a washable and  
reusable cotton face mask ? I can 
produce them in a variety of good 
quality, natural fabrics in a range of 
patterns; floral, novelty, spotty, stripes  
and other more subdued colours.  
Please let me know your 
requirements.  
Contact 01943 430654  
or email priorymag@yahoo.co.uk 
The suggested cost is a donation of £5 
to the Macmillan Coffee Morning via 
the Church Office, 01756 710857,  
marked Macmillan. 

Many thanks, 
Val Middleton 
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WILL WE REMEMBER THEM? 
With the surrender of France in June 1940 preparations for a victory 
celebration began in Germany, for that country was not alone in thinking 
that Britain would soon follow.  Churchill’s announcement that ‘The Battle 
of Britain is about to begin’ therefore came as a surprise, as preparations for 
an invasion had not been made.  But the Royal Navy (whose contribution is 
often overlooked) was still intact, and the German High Command realised 
that such an operation only stood a chance of success if they first destroyed 
the RAF.  The Luftwaffe was therefore given four days in which to eliminate 
fighter command, and the invasion was scheduled for mid-September. 
Britain had long feared an aerial assault, and the premature introduction of 
a total blackout had already increased the number of road deaths by 600 a 
month.  But it was July before attacks on shipping and coastal installations 
began, followed in August by raids on airfields and in September by the 
main assault on centres of government and the civilian population.  Yet by 
opting for constant harassment rather than pitched battles, by skilful 
direction of fighters towards enemy aircraft and by exploiting lulls due to 
bad weather or changes of tactics, the air defences survived and inflicted 
significant damage.  Indeed by mid-September the feasibility of the 
operation was being questioned in Germany, and it was agreed that there 
should be one more attempt in the form of a massive raid launched on 
September 15th..   It failed. 
It was a victory at last; it was a victory that caused plans for an invasion to 
be abandoned; it was a victory that convinced America that Britain might 
well survive; but above all, for those who had seen the night skies 
illuminated by the blaze of ruined cities, it was deliverance.  Churchill’s 
assessment of this victory is well known.  Less well known is the fact that, 
when rehearsing his speech, he used the phrase ‘Never in the history of 
mankind was so much owed ….’.  Hearing this, General ‘Pug’ Ismay asked 
‘What about Jesus and his disciples?’  ‘Good old Pug’, replied Churchill, 
changing at once to the now familiar ‘Never in the field of human conflict 
was so much owed by so many to so few’.  The words captured the mood of 
the time and for many years the third Sunday in September was celebrated 
as Battle of Britain Sunday.  Have our preservation and the achievements 
and sacrifices of The Few been forgotten? 
 
O King of kings , O Lord of hosts, whose throne is lifted high 
Above the nations of the earth, the armies of the sky. 
The spirits of the perfected may give their nobler songs, 
But we, Thy children, worship thee, to whom all praise belongs. 
 
M. P. 
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AUGUST 

Heat still sizzles in the fields 
In August summer still yields 
The sun shines to no regret 
Wind sauntering 'til sunset 
 
'though heat is being cool off by the rain 
Preserving flowers, and meadow - green 
But summer still taking what it brings 
The August incense with fugacious wings 
 
Bounty blooms, butterflies, bees are insane 
Birds, crickets sing and the night listens 
Summer's sky, bright burst so clear 
It's the late August in summer's fair 
 
Summer in August still in standby 
Sooner balmy weather is coming by 
The hot temper will bicker with cool air 
With soothing breeze here comes September 

Ency Bearis 

The month of August is often referred to as the ‘dog days of 
summer’ but not because of canines. It has to do with the star Sirius, 
also known as the dog star, which rose at the same time as sunrise 
during the month of August in ancient Roman times.  


