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WEDDINGS and FUNERALS :  
By arrangement via the Church Office. 

 

OUR MISSION 
A community seeking to live well with God,  

gathered around Jesus Christ in prayer and fellowship,  
and committed to welcome, worship and witness.  

 
The Church Office 

Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 
01756 710587 

office@boltonpriory.org.uk 
The Rector 

The Rectory, Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 
01756 710326 

rector@boltonpriory.org.uk 
Website 

www.boltonpriory.church 
 
 

The Tower of Bolton Priory is open for private prayer from 09.00 to  
17.00 every day. Everyone is most welcome to come and say a prayer 
and light a candle. Access will be restricted to the Tower, and we ask 
that no more than one individual or family group enters at one time. 
We have resumed the  Sunday 10.30 Morning Service, attendance is 
limited. Please telephone 01756 710587 if you would like to attend.. 
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                 Issue Number 474  
                 September 2020 
From Revd Nicholas Mercer 

 

We were all taken aback this month when we saw the graphic 
footage of the explosion at the Port of Beirut on the 04 August. 

We watched in horror as a port fire suddenly turned into a massive 
explosion when 2,750 tonnes of ammonium nitrate exploded. The 
results were horrendous as more than 150 people lost their lives and 
over 5,000 people were injured. The blast was so loud that it was 
heard 125 miles away in Cyprus. 

The horrific explosion in Beirut reminded us of the atomic explosions 
in Japan 75 years ago. With extraordinary timing, the blast in Beirut 
coincided with the anniversaries in Hiroshima and Nagasaki on the 06 
and 09 August 1945 respectively. It is thought that about 140,000 of 
Hiroshima's 350,000 population were killed in the blast, and that at 
least 74,000 people died in Nagasaki. Those who survived the 
bombings are known as ‘hibakusha’ which translates as ‘people 
affected by the bomb’. 

In a sense, we should all be ‘affected by the bomb’. It is so easy to 
lose sight of a human tragedy with the passage of time but, seeing an 
explosion of this scale first hand in Beirut, makes us realise how 
devastating Hiroshima and Nagasaki must have been. Their death toll 
was infinitely greater and the explosions twenty to thirty times 
greater in magnitude. Furthermore, people went on to die months 
and years later from radiation sickness. 

May we remember to pray for our brothers and sisters in the 
Lebanon this month but also remember the appalling suffering in 
Japan seventy five years ago. In a world where the nuclear arms race 
is beginning once again, may it remind us of the horror of nuclear 
weapons and strengthen our resolve to see an end to such weapons 
and to conflict around the world. 

 

Nicholas 
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IF MY SKIN WERE BLACK 
If my white teeth flashed in a shiny black skin, would I dare to  think 
me as good as him who with pale face from a Northern race had 
come to my land and made it grand with busy towns and business 
much, to fill his pockets with money and gain? 
His investment, yes, but my labour and pain. 
Would I dare to say I’d a right to walk out in the open and there to 
talk to my friends all day, and all night if I wished? 
Dare I bargain for pay? 
Dare I sit while he stands? 
Dare I offer to him an equal’s hands? 
Dare I send my child to a first class school? 
Can ever fair play be an African's rule? 
To dream such dreams would I be a fool? 
But as I look back I see other men groan. 
Making bricks in the desert I hear them moan. And Heaven hears 
too, and sends a man. 
‘Moses, Moses….’ His call began with a voice from a bush. 
He delivered his race from the mud and straw, for when Heaven 
wills, then tyrants fall, on Heaven will always call. 
I hear again in Paris now the roar of the crowd, the shout of men, 
‘Liberty, Equality’ on, on again. 
They fight and win both bread and land, and deliver themselves from 
a tyrant’s hands. 
I see the British on Dunkirk's beach. 
I hear those planes, the many bombs screech, but the heart of the 
brave no bomb could reach. 
My blood runs red. 
If my skin were black, I’d hope not despair, for time goes by, and 
soon that sigh of pain under lash shall be freedom’s crash, and the 
fate of the brave once more shall save the cause of right from 
tyrant’s might. 
For this on Calvary a man hung one night.    
Ann Field, Bradford 
 
Thank you to Jennifer Lewis who came across this thoughtful and 
poignant newspaper cutting. She  found it while going through 
some family papers. 
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THE BURMA CAMPAIGN 

With VJ Day very much on our 
minds, this year being the 75th 
Anniversary of the end of the 
war in the Far East, I have been 
recalling Peter's memories of his 
time in Burma as written in the 
many albums he has left behind 
and I wondered if some of his 
stories and recollections may be 
of some interest. 
Peter's War started in France, 
then on to The Gambia, and 
finally on to the Arakan in 
Burma, via Ranchi, Calcutta, and Chittagong in modern  day 
Bangladesh.  He was with the 82nd West African Division, part of the 
XIV Army, and the aim  was to clear the Japanese from Central Burma 
and recapture Rangoon. 
The Arakan was, and probably still is a mass of jungle covered hills 
and always at their base, Chaung (a river) to be crossed. Conditions 
for the troops, nicknamed The Forgotten Army, were completely 
different from those of other theatres of war: simply jungle, 
monsoons, mud, and all in the face of an implacable and  determined  
enemy. Peter recorded  many stories but perhaps the one which 
affected him most was his account of the evening at Letmack when  a 
party of Japanese surrounded them. Fierce fighting ensued, during  
which his company Lt Colonel Rice was killed, and the 2 1/C Major 
Mumford was also mortally wounded.  After a quick burial of the 
dead, Peter then found himself in command of the unit: quite a task 
for a 24-year-old! And then at Shaukchon Taung, en  route to 
Tamandu at dusk, they  were surrounded by Japanese. The order 
came  to defend to the last man, and last round of ammunition. 
Thankfully, they were not attacked  that night, but Peter felt his 
nerves never recovered. For ever and a day, he could not stand the 
sound  of fireworks on November 5th, or indeed, any bangs at 
pantomimes  etc! 
Perhaps another story with links to Bradford. A certain Major George 
Craig was serving with the 82nd West  African Division as a graded 
surgeon in the Medical Corps in the Arakan. George was operating 
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for hours  on end in field tents, just with the light of a hand held 
torch, and surrounded by the Japanese, they had to  rely on the 
infantry and sappers to lead patrols and recce parties and stand 
between them and the enemy. Years later George became a well 
known gynaecologist in Bradford and delivered our two sons. When   
no bill for his services was forthcoming Peter asked him for it, but 
George replied that there would be no bill. It was just a little ‘thank 
you’ for the help provided in Burma by Peter's unit, in keeping the 
Japanese at bay as much as possible and away from the medical 
teams. 
For  many years, from  1947 to 2011, the  Burma Star held wonderful 
reunions  at the Albert Hall. They were great  evenings, where Vera 
Lynn  entertained 'her boys' once again, led in the early days by Bill 
Slim (Uncle Bill to the troops) and Lord Louis Mountbatten. It was a 
sad day when it was all wound up in 2011, but I remember those 
reunions as being very special.  
Peter returned to Burma in 2000 with the British Legion. He found the  
plaques and  graves dedicated to Colonel Rice and Major Mumford  in  
Rangoon Cathedral and was very  proud to be asked to read the 
Burma Citation in the Cathedral on Armistice Day. 
 
                                        ‘When  you go home 
                                         Tell them  of us, and say 
                                          For your tomorrow 
                                          We gave  our today’. 
                             
I am  writing this on 27 August which would have  been Peter's 100th 
birthday: he didn't manage to catch  up with a certain Captain Sir Tom 
Moore, who was also in the Arakan at the same time, and of 
course both were from West Yorkshire. 
Peter lies peacefully in our lovely church yard at the Priory alongside 
Stanley Hendley, a one time much loved member  of our 
congregation. Stanley served as a Navigator in the RAF and at some 
stage was in Burma  too. 
They  are both together, thankfully not under a  Burmese sky but 
under an English Heaven. 
 
Jenny Laycock 
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CANCELLED 

Sadly, this event will 

not be taking place.  
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LOCKDOWN GOOD INTENTIONS! 
When we were first ‘locked-down’ I felt very enthusiastic about 
sorting photographs, books and clothes I never wear, but after a few 
weeks I decided I needed a project. With the help of my son I found a 
tablecloth to embroider; I am not good on the internet, so a tea cloth 
for my bridge teas was decided upon! He chose the design and when I 
saw it I felt I would never finish it.  I have not done embroidery for 
years and it looked rather daunting. However I have really enjoyed 
finding a new skill and I am quite pleased with  the end result (if you 

don’t look too closely). Here is a picture of the finished cloth.  Now I 
need a new project so I have charged the batteries of my two 
cameras and I hope to find my old enthusiasm for photography but 
don’t hold your breath!! 
 
Kath Pickles 
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THE PAINTING OF THREE KINGS IN THE BOYLE ROOM 
Have you ever looked at the painting of three kings in the Boyle 
Room? REALLY looked at it? It was a gift from an artist, Andrew 
Clarke, who visited the Priory one day in 2005 and was so impressed 
with it that he wanted to create something for it. He chose three 
medieval monarchs who were in power during the early development 
and 13th century expansion of the Priory. The congregation was 
divided on whether to hang it in the Priory so, as the artist didn’t 
want it back, it was consigned to a store room. When the next Rector, 
George Moffat, found it he displayed the painting in the Boyle Room. 
The king on the left is Henry III who may be represented by one of 
the stone heads on the string courses above the pillars. As he was 
only 9 when he was crowned, William Marshall, Earl of Pembroke, 
was appointed regent and quickly established order. Unfortunately, 
after his marriage to Eleanor of Provence, Henry alienated the barons 
by bestowing favours and positions of authority on his wife’s 
relatives. No good as a military leader and pretty hopeless as a 
politician he eventually handed over the duties of kingship to his 
doughty son Edward. This left him free to do what he was most 
interested in: building and the arts. He personally oversaw the 
rebuilding of Westminster Abbey and the splendid new shrine for 
Edward the Confessor. In the painting he is shown with a model of 
Westminster Abbey in his hand. It was no doubt during his reign that 
William de Forz, Earl of Albemarle, paid for the nave of the Priory to 
be extended. William de Forz was one of the barons who signed the 
Magna Carta and is probably represented by the figure of the pilgrim 
on the south side of the tower. He died while on a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land in 1241. 
The king in the middle is Edward I, depicted as a warrior with sword 
and shield. He certainly was a good fighter and military leader, not 
only subduing the rebellious Welsh but building ‘the Ring of Iron’ (a 
series of castles, each one a day’s march from the next) to keep the 
country under control. But he was much more than a warrior. 
Realising the importance of efficient administration in the kingdom 
he took measures to check the corruption and extortion which the 
barons had enjoyed in the previous two reigns. He introduced 
Justices of the Peace and expanded parliamentary representation to 
include townspeople as well as barons, clergy and knights. His  
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marriage at 15 
to the 13 year 
old Eleanor of 
Castile, though 
arranged for 
political 
expediency, 
turned out to 
be a love 
match and 
when Eleanor 
died in Lincoln 

at the age of 49 the grieving king caused a cross to be raised at 
every place where her coffin rested on the journey back to London. 
One such cross was at Charing Cross, ‘Charing’ perhaps deriving 
from ‘chère reine’ (dear queen). Later, his attempts to control the 
Scots failed, though they earned him the nickname ‘malleus 
scotorum’, ‘Hammer of the Scots’. As he was very tall he was also 
nicknamed ‘Longshanks’. His good governance of the country must 
surely have benefited the Priory. 
As Edward lay dying he appointed several barons, including Robert 
Clifford, to make sure Piers Gaveston, his son’s favourite, wasn’t 
allowed to come back to England from his exile in France. However, 
as soon as he was dead, his son, Edward II (the third king in the 
picture) did exactly as he pleased and Gaveston was soon back with 
him. When the Albemarle line died out and the honour of Skipton 
fell vacant, Edward bestowed it on his favourite and Gaveston took 
an interest in the Priory, using his influence with the king to 
persuade Edward to grant the canons free warren (hunting rights) in 
a local area. He also arranged a yearly rent of £10 from William of 
Malham, a considerable sum in those days. However, before long 
Gaveston was murdered and in 1310 Edward made Robert Clifford 
Lord of Skipton.  This, of course, is why Edward II is so important to 
the Priory, because ever since then Clifford’s descendants have 
been our patrons. The present Duke of Devonshire is descended 
from Clifford through the female line. Edward reigned from 1307 
until he was murdered in 1327 and the canons probably heaved a 
sigh of relief when his son, Edward III, began to restore some sort of 
order to the kingdom.             Liz Higgins 
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FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 
ARE YOU READY FOR YOUR  
MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING?  
I am sure you all know that this year the annual Macmillan Coffee 
Morning cannot take place in Bolton Abbey Village Hall because, like 
many other events, of the current Covid 19 restrictions. The response to 
this charity in Bolton Abbey has always been extremely generous. People 
from both the local area and the Priory Church donate and spend 
generously to support this cause. Last year we raised £1,103.15! The 
help you have given over the many years that we have held the 
Macmillan Coffee Morning in the village has been amazing.  

I am very aware that many charities have lost vital income during the 
pandemic. We will have to think ‘out of the box’ this year to find 
different ways to help. What about having a coffee morning in our own 
homes with a raffle and we could sell our produce? This could involve 
just your own household, a small group of neighbours or friends who 
could observe social distancing. The official date for the Coffee Morning 
is Friday 25 September, but you can hold yours whenever you like. Small 
or big, tea or coffee, socially distanced or virtual – a Coffee Morning is 
whatever you want to make it. 

 I have already had an offer to host a coffee morning, tickets £5 as usual 
with a raffle or perhaps you could host an early evening drinks event 
with tickets priced at £10. What can you do? Let me know. Raffle prizes 
gratefully received.  

If you would rather just give a donation please send a cheque made out 
to The Priory Church, Bolton Abbey and send to; 

The Church Office, Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL or if you are booked 
into Church on the 06, 13 and 20 September they can be left in the 
Macmillan box. 

Margaret Cody 01756 710586 
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DATES FROM THE CHURCH CALENDAR  

        SEPTEMBER 
06 SUNDAY    TRINITY 13 

12 Saturday 13.00  Marriage of Edward Riley and 

        Louisa Britton 

     18.00  Last Night of the Proms Picnic 

13 SUNDAY    BATTLE OF BRITAIN SUNDAY 

        TRINITY 14 

14 Monday     Holy Cross Day          18 
18 Friday  13.00  Marriage of Matthew Lenaghan and  

        Eleanor Riches 

20 SUNDAY    TRINITY 15 

21 Monday     St Matthew 

25 Friday     Macmillan Coffee Mornings 

26 Saturday     13.00  Marriage of John Leach and Lisa Hardy 

27 SUNDAY    TRINITY 16 

29 Tuesday     St Michael and All Angels 

30 Thursday     14.00 Marriage of James Brown and Bronia Hall 

 

        OCTOBER           
04 SUNDAY    HARVEST FESTIVAL 

09 Friday  13.00  Marriage of Nigel Wilson and 

        Fiona-Mary Haviland 

11 SUNDAY    TRINITY 18 

18 SUNDAY    LUKE THE EVANGELIST 

25 SUNDAY    TRINITY 20 

24 Monday     St Bartholomew 

30 SUNDAY    TRINITY 12 

British Summer Time ends on Sunday 25 October. 
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WEEKLY ONLINE PRIORY SUNDAY SERVICES 
Morning Service 10.30 
This service can be seen online on the Priory’s own YouTube channel. 
Go to the home page of the Priory website 
www.boltonpriory.church and click on: ‘Our Online Services’  
You can also find our channel if you go to the YouTube web site and 
search for ‘Bolton Priory’. 
The 10.30 service includes the music and hymns for the week and a 
short sermon. In addition to these services on the first Sunday of the 
month we record our Liquid Family Service, a service suitable for all 
age groups.    

WEEKLY SHEET 
Please refer to our website www.boltonpriory.org.uk  
 

THE  BOLTON ABBEY PARISH MAGAZINE ONLINE 
Until the Covid 19 restrictions are lifted we are unable to publish a 
paper copy of the magazine because of distribution problems. The 
magazine appears online only. We have transferred all our  
advertising online. If you know of anyone who does not use the 
internet and would like a copy of the magazine could we ask that you 
might kindly print off a copy and deliver it to them. 
 
PARISH MAGAZINE DEADLINE OCTOBER MAGAZINE 
Please could we have any copy for the September magazine by  
15 October. It can be sent to either the Editor or the Church Office. 
Please send by email to either; priorymag@yahoo.co.uk OR 
office@boltonpriory.org  
 

 
BOOKING BOLTON ABBEY 
VILLAGE HALL 
If you are interested in booking the hall 
for dates in 2021  
please either email 
bookings@boltonabbeyvillagehall.co.uk   
or ring 01756 710587. 

http://www.boltonpriory.church
http://www.boltonpriory.org.uk/
mailto:bookings@boltonabbeyvillagehall.co.uk
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COMMEMORATING THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF  
THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 
2020 marks the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain which took 
place between July and October 1940. 
The 15 September 1940 was officially named Battle of Britain Day. It 
was the day when RAF Fighter Command claimed what proved to be 
a decisive victory over the German Luftwaffe. 
Winston Churchill said, as the RAF were repulsing wave after wave of 
aircraft;  
‘The gratitude of every home in our Island, in our Empire, and indeed 
throughout the world, except in the abodes of the guilty, goes out to 
the British airmen who, undaunted by odds, unwearied in their 
constant challenge and mortal danger, are turning the tide of the 
World War by their prowess and by their devotion. Never in the field 
of human conflict was so 
much owed by so many to so 
few.’ 
The pilots were not just 
British; many were from 
other countries: 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
South Africa, Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand . 

20 

 

A WELCOME NIGHTIME VISITOR IN ADDINGHAM 
Peter and I haven’t 
got a ‘Bubble’ 
group as such, well 
we didn’t until a 
few nights ago, but 
now we have! 
This little fella has 
been sitting on the 
ivy fence in the 
garden. He visits 
every evening any 
time between 
21.00 and 21.45. 
He meows like a 
kitten, presumably 
nagging his Mum 
for something to eat, he then flies up and down the river for a while 
before going off to bed! I’ve christened him Bubbles!!     

 
       Jill Riley 
 

 

 

SURPRISE - SURPRISE   

 

Yes, it really was a red 
squirrel that I saw on my bird 
nuts outside the kitchen 
window.  This red squirrel 
has since been seen in 
Beamsley.   

 

      Tina Butler 
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The Duchess of Cambridge recently visited the Sheffield branch of 
Baby Basics where she launched a major initiative to help support 
vulnerable babies and children. She told staff that she had been 
moved to tears by the stories of families she met during secret 
lockdown visits to its West Norfolk branch near her home. 
The duchess has now persuaded 19 British brands to donate more 
than 10,000 new items to more than 40 baby banks across the UK. 
She helped to unload pallets and unpack the first deliveries at the 
charity’s temporary distribution centre, she told volunteers:  
‘It can get very emotional. I remember a couple of the families I met 

from King's Lynn and I went home 
and literally burst into tears, their 
stories were so moving. The 
struggles they have gone 
through, the bravery they have 
shown...in extraordinary 
circumstances: helping their 
families through extraordinary 
times’. 
After learning about the situation 
during private visits to her local 
branch, where she helped to pack 
Moses Baskets with essential 
products for babies, the Duchess 
spearheaded a campaign to get 
UK companies to donate items to 
baby banks run by Baby Basics 
UK, Aberdeenshire-based 
AberNecessities and London-
based Little Village.  
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Retailers taking part include John Lewis, M&S, Tesco, Sainsbury's,  
The White Company, Matalan, Trotters, Boden, Frugi, Mamas & 
Papas, Jojo Maman Bébé and Kit & Kin. Green People (Organic 
Babies), My Little Coco, Bloom and Blossom, Kokoso Baby, Childs 
Farm and Bramley have also made donations, while DHL Express is 
providing transport. 

 
In Sheffield, Baby Basics CEO Cat Ross told the Duchess: ‘Often in a 
world where there is a lot of judgement and stereotyping about 
being poor, that additional stress can be even more difficult for 
parents who are doing amazing things to keep their families going 
with such strength, such determination’.  
Volunteer-run baby banks provide essentials such as nappies, 
clothing and bedding to vulnerable families who are referred by 
health visitors, midwives and social workers. But while baby banks 
across the UK have seen an increase in demand during the Covid-19 
outbreak, many have been unable to to accept second-hand 
donations because of health and safety concerns.  
 
Thank you to everyone at the Priory who have helped and continue 
to support this very worthy and needy cause.  
Mary Vineall  01756753013 

https://www.hellomagazine.com/tags/kate-middleton/
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LOCKDOWN HYMN 
To be sung to the tune of : ‘We 
plough the fields and scatter’. 

 
We cough and sneeze and scatter 
The virus on the lands 
But it will be defeated if 
We sanitise our hands. 
We’ve lost our sense of smell, so 
We go to A & E 
They don’t come very near us 
And wear their PPE. 
 
CHORUS 
All the germs around us have got us in this mess 
But praise the Lord, O praise the Lord 
And clap the NHS. 
 
We keep our social distance 
And do as Boris asks: 
Observe self-isolation 
And always wear our masks. 
Throughout the months of lockdown  
Our locks have grown quite long: 
Our teeth need much attention, 
But we still sing this song! 
 
CHORUS 
All the germs around us have got us in this mess 
But praise the Lord, O praise the Lord 
And clap the NHS. 
 
Thank you to Andrew and Carol Wade who 
sourced this ditty from a talented family 
member. 
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SNOWDONIA'S LINK TO THE CHINDITS. 

The marking of 75 years since VE day made me think of my father 
who fought with the 
Chindits in Burma 
during the latter part of 
the war.   
He never talked in 
detail about his time in 
Burma other than to 
say he spent arduous 
weeks trekking through 
jungle and over 
mountains in northern 
Burma ‘mopping up’ 
any stray Japanese.  
The courage and 
endurance of the Commonwealth troops who faced the most 
tenacious of enemies in a monsoon climate and such challenging 
landscape certainly deserve remembrance despite it being known as 
the ‘forgotten war’.  Even when the soldiers were being repatriated, 
the long journey home by boat was an ordeal in itself with so many 
weakened by their time in Burma becoming very seasick.  As a result 
Dad was forever after reluctant to set foot on any boat. 
I am not sure how it came about that he joined the Chindits because 
unfortunately it wasn't something he would talk much about.  He did 
however tell us of his training some of which took part in Snowdonia.  
Whilst there are mountain zip wires, underground trampolines, 
white water rafting and so much to attract 21st century ‘adrenaline 
junkies’, the area has always been an important preparation ground 
for serious explorers and mountaineers. Sir Edmund Hilary and 
Tenzing Norgay are amongst the many, and the Combined Cadet 
Force today operates its 'training camp for adventurers' at Capel 
Curig.  
This is where Dad spent time before first going out to train West 
African soldiers, then on to India and into Burma.  He spoke of 
marching miles through Snowdonia's rough terrain with a back pack 
that was heavier than those carried by mules, swimming across icy 
cold mountain lakes and clambering up over ridges in preparation for 
the even tougher challenges ahead.   
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Snowdonia also 
attracts pilgrims.  
In medieval times 
thousands flocked 
to North Wales  
following the 
length of the 
Pilgrim's Way to 
reach Ynys Enlli  or, 
in English, Bardsey 
Island, a tiny island 
off the tip of the 
Llyn Peninsula 
where, it was said, 
the bodies of 
twenty thousand 
saints were buried.  

St Cadfan founded a Christian community on Enlli  in the 6th century 
and the Augustinian Abbey of St Mary was established on the island 
in the 13th century although, unlike Bolton Priory, it fell to complete 
ruin after the dissolution of the monasteries. In the Middle Ages, the 
story goes, three pilgrimages to Ynys Enlli were as good as one to 
Rome. 
The route weaves through countryside and villages dotted with tiny 
stone churches and holy wells,  across rivers, along coastal paths and 
mountain trails - close to where Dad did some of his training for the 
Chindits.   I salute Dad and all those who fought for our freedom, 
particularly those who were unable to come home 75 years ago.   
 
Liz Clayton 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Cadfan  

Bardsey Island 
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MAGAZINE ARCHIVES 
100 YEARS AGO, SEPTEMBER 1920 
PAROCHIAL NEWS 
The Bishop’s Appeal – A special appeal is about to be made to each 
parish throughout Craven to assist in raising the £3,000 which the 
Bishop of Bradford is asking for in order to increase the poorer livings 
in the diocese. We understand that the Church Council in each parish 
will be invited to consider the matter and decide what steps can be 
taken in their own parish towards helping the fund. The living of 
Bolton Abbey is among the ‘poorer livings’ and is one that will 
doubtless benefit by the fund; it will be ‘up to us’ to do our part in 
response to the appeal. The Church Council will be called together as 
soon as possible after the appeal has reached the Rector and the 
Churchwardens. 
Bolton Abbey Cricket Club – During July and August the Club’s 
matches were interfered with by rain and were also affected by the 
prolonged hay season. But we can record victories over West Marton, 
Greenfield Congs., Leeds Leodiensians and Shipley Wesleyans, while 
we lost against Ingleton Colliery and Frizinghall. The last-named 
match was hardly a fair test, as both sides could only raise seven men 
owing to several players being ‘in hay’. The match against the Bolton 
Abbey Veterans on August 7th was a great success from a social point 
of view. Several of the Veterans had not played for years, but it was 
good to see them once more on the old ground and to hear them 
recalling matches of the past. Their team included Mr. Will Gill (who 
is 74 years of age), Mr. Jim Metcalfe, of Wragby; Mr. A. Downs, Mr. C. 
Downs, Mr. Robinson; Mr. W. A. Simpson, of Skipton; Mr. R. 
Haythornthwaite and one or two others. A sumptuous tea was 
provided by a committee of ladies, some of whom have been using 
the ground for cricket themselves once a week. After tea a hearty 
welcome was extended to the Veterans and toasts were accorded to 
the Bolton Abbey Cricket Club, the visitors and the ladies. The cricket 
was rather one-sided as was natural under the circumstances and it 
has been suggested that if a similar fixture is arranged for next 
season, the age limit of the Veterans should be extended to include 
some of the present players. It is interesting to note from an old copy 
of the Parish Magazine that the cricket ground was levelled and 
returfed in 1884 and that it cost £15 5s. 2d. It was well done and is a 
‘square’ well worth keeping in good order. 
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PRIORY DIRECTORY 

Rector The Revd Nicholas Mercer 01756 710326 

Parish Administrator Margaret Cody 01756 710587 

Churchwardens  Paul Middleton 01943 430654 
 Matthew Hey 07702 555339 
PCC Secretary Sandra Stubbs 01943 463332  
PCC Treasurer Michael Heatley 01423 509629 
Gift Aid Peter Loweth 01756 711129  
Director of Music Tim Raymond  
 stanghan@aol.com   
Concert Coordinator Paul Middleton 07906 082037 
Works Committee Matthew Hey 07702 555339  
Deanery Synod Andrew Hartley 01943 600645  
 Liz Clayton 07880 700339 
 Peter Lambert 07985 136819 
Diocesan Synod Andrew Hartley 01943 600645  
Verger  Peter Lambert 07985 136819  
Sacristan Jennifer Hardaker  
Chalicists’ Rota Mike Vineall 01756 753013  
Liquid Worship Joan Mason 01943 608049  
Electoral Roll Officer Rosemarie Fisher 07964 561959 
Environmental Officer Elaine Adams-Lambert 01756 794542 
Contact for Young People Lorna Heatley 07772 498838 
Parish Disability Officer Jean Crawford 07951 788909 
Parish Safeguarding Officer Jean Crawford  
Sidesmen’s Rota Susan Whittaker 01943 831165 
Flower Rota Lorna Freegard 01943 607907  
Welcome Team Leader Kate Templeton 01943 463150   
Cleaning Rota Andrew Wade 01943 862614  
Friends of Bolton Priory Jill Riley 01943 830190 
Fund Raising Liz Clayton 07880 700339 
Deputy Churchwardens Susan Barker 01756 711260 
 Barry Cody  01756 710587 
MAGAZINE TEAM   
Editor Val Middleton 01943 430654 
 priorymagazine@yahoo.co.uk  
Deputy Editor Judith Allen 01943 513275  
Advertising  Liz Clayton 07880 700339 
Distribution Gill Holme 01756 710482 

   
   
   



35 

 

 

 

36 

 

 

  

BOLTON PRIORY 
 

Around us space is curved 
Enfolding and maternal; 
Broad arcs of stone 
That shelter, poise, caress; 
Yet thrusting high, huge columns lift our longing, 
Stir the heart to seek you here. How is presence 
Shaped by silent stone? or caught in songs that flow 
From beck to river midst bright fields of praise? 
 
Within us space is twisted; 
Cares elbow, jostle, push, compete. 
Trapped in time’s constriction, 
Voices shrill will deafen, 
Voices sweet distract us, still 
Slaves by habit, tied to dry routine. 
 
Lord, from the turmoil of our fears, 
From dark waves of desperation 
From the quicksands of stagnation 
Save us; quicken longing, waiting, vigil; 
By words that pierce and bless, 
By acts that sear and strengthen, 
Bid storm and stress obey you: ‘Peace, be still’. 
Then from this gracious ark send forth your dove. 

Joyce Simpson 

A member of the Priory Community 


