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Welcome 
A very warm welcome to Bolton Priory. We are a Christian community in the heart of 
the Yorkshire Dales National Park who welcomes everyone and celebrates human 
diversity.   
 

Who we are 
Bolton Priory is an Anglican Church, within the Diocese of Leeds, where there has been 
continuous worship since 1154. When the Priory was dissolved in 1539, permission was 
granted for the parish to continue worshipping in the nave which is now the Priory Church. 
The Reformation is a daily backdrop to our lives and, fittingly, worship is centred around 
the Book of Common Prayer 1662 which, in the Spirit of Pentecost, is used and understood 
across the world wide Anglican communion. Bolton Priory is committed, not only to 
reflecting the glory and majesty of God in its worship but proclaiming the Gospel 
particularly by seeking social justice and stewardship of God’s creation.  
 

Still in lockdown, we are unable to meet together for Advent Sunday. However, Advent 
is the start of the New Year in the Church and this New Year brings with it the hope of a 
vaccine and an end to restrictions by Easter 2021. In the midst of the darkness, we can 
see the light emerging and this hope perfectly represents the Advent hope of Christ 
coming into the world. However, like waiting for Christ, we have to be patient. Despite 
the good news, we must not lose sight of the fact that we are in midst of the second 
wave of this pandemic and must continue to pray for all those affected by the virus as 
well as those who have lost their jobs and businesses and who are deeply worried 
about their future. Once again, we pray for our doctors, nurses and care workers and 
for our wonderful Health Service.  
 

Almighty God 
As your blessed Son Jesus Christ 

First came to seek and save the lost 
So may he come and find in us 

The completion of his redeeming work; 
For he is alive 

And reigns with you and the Holy Spirit  
Now and forever 

Amen 
Please Pray For: Lucy Oldroyd, Isaac Allwood 
 

The Departed: Fiona Parkinson 
 

Anniversary of Death 
Marion Hartley (2016), Agnes Bosomworth (2011), Joan Cockshott (2009), 
Margaret Young (2007), Philip Allon (2006) 

29th November to 5th December 
2020 

Advent Sunday 
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The Collect for Advent Sunday 
 
ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put 
upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son 
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the dead, we may 
rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, now and ever. Amen. 
 
The Old Testament Reading: Micah 4. 1-4, 6-7 NRSV 
 
In days to come 
    the mountain of the LORD’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
    and shall be raised up above the hills. 
Peoples shall stream to it, 
     and many nations shall come and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 He shall judge between many peoples, 
    and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war anymore; 
 but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, 
    and no one shall make them afraid; 
    for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken. 
 In that day, says the LORD, 
    I will assemble the lame 
and gather those who have been driven away, 
    and those whom I have afflicted. 
 The lame I will make the remnant, 
    and those who were cast off, a strong nation; 
and the LORD will reign over them in Mount Zion 
    now and forevermore. 
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The Gospel reading: Matthew 21. 1-13 NRSV 
 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them 
to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will 
send them immediately.” This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying, 
 
“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and 
the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 
the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The 
crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 

Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the 
temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those 
who sold doves. He said to them, “It is written, 
 

‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; 
    but you are making it a den of robbers.” 
 
Notices 
 

Rector’s Message 
This Sunday is Advent Sunday. It is the beginning of the Church year and we start the 
year by waiting for the coming of Christ into our lives at Christmas. St John describes 
Christ as the “light that shineth in the darkness” and this could not be a more 
appropriate theme for this season of Advent. We are living through some very dark 
times and many in our country are suffering. Some are suffering from Coronavirus 
whilst many are grieving as well as struggling economically. At the same time, 
loneliness and mental health issues affect large numbers of the population. This 
Advent can you reflect the light of Christ in your lives to those who need it most? Even 
a phone call could help. If you can then, you too will bring light to their darkness – a 
light that could shine brighter than ever this year.   
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Advent Carol Service 
There will be an Advent Carol Service this evening at 6 pm. Please join us on line for 
Advent hymns, carols and lessons to mark the beginning of Advent. 
 
 

BOLTON PRIORY ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME 

 
6th December Advent 2 

10.30 am Holy Communion 
10.30 am Online Morning Service 
10.30 am Online Liquid Worship 

 

13th December Advent 3 
10.30 am Holy Communion 

10.30 am Online Morning Service 
 

20th December Advent 4 
10.30 am Holy Communion 

10.30 am Online Morning Service 
 

24th December Christmas Eve 
2.00 pm Christingles available from the Tower 

4.00 pm Online Christingle Service 
6.00 pm Online Nine Lessons and Carols 

 

25th December Christmas Day 
10.00 am Festal Eucharist with Choir 

10.30 am Online Morning Service 
 

27th December Christmas 1 
10.30 am Online Morning Service 

 

  3rd January Epiphany 
10.30 am Holy Communion - The Revd Barry Overend 

10.30 am Online Morning Service 
10.30 am Online Liquid Worship 

 
Services may be subject to change depending on restrictions, please check the website 
regularly: www.boltonpriory.church  
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The Bolton Priory 2021 Calendar  
A lovely calendar depicting scenes from in and around the Priory through the seasons.   

Perfect to remind you of Church and to brighten up your home or as a gift. 
 

 
 

The calendar is £15 including postage.  If you would like to buy one please send your 
name, address and a cheque, made out to The Priory Church, Bolton Abbey, for £15 to 
the Church Office.  Please mark your envelope ‘Calendar’. 
 

The Priory Christmas Card 
This is available for £5 for 10.  They can be posted (please add postage to your 
payment) or can be collected from a designated place. 
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Under Pew Heating  
Further to the decision of the PCC on the 7th September to seek a faculty to install 
under-pew heating at Bolton Priory, a Notice of Application was issued on the 6th 
November by the Diocesan Advisory Committee approving the proposals. Notice of the 
proposed works has now been posted in the Tower and any objections have to be 
received by the Diocesan Registrar by the 7th December. A copy of the notice is 
available on-line 
https://facultyonline.churchofengland.org/FAS/ReportViewer.aspx?reportId=25&id=51
743   or alternatively, please email or contact the Rector direct. 
 
Help Bring Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe Home for Christmas 
As some of you may have seen, the desperate plight of Nazanin continues as she now 
faces a further trial in Iran and an almost certain extended prison sentence. In effect, 
she is being tortured by Iran and I would ask you all to remember her, and others held 
unlawfully in Iran, in your prayers. If you could email your MP then our concerns could 
be further pressed home. There is a link on the Amnesty International Website and if 
you could help then that would be gratefully appreciated. 
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/help-get-nazanin-anoosheh-home-by-christmas 
 
Lorna Heatley 
Congratulations to Lorna Heatley who has been recommended for ordination training 
by the Bishop’s Advisory Panel. We are delighted that there is a flowering of vocations 
at Bolton Priory and wish God’s blessing on her new journey. 
 
Face Coverings and Sanitising of Hands 
The Tower will remain open for private prayer. Face coverings must be worn and hands 
sanitised on the way in and out.  Face coverings are intended to protect both the wearer 
and other people from COVID-19. They are not a replacement for physical distancing 
and sanitising which must also be strictly adhered to.   
 
The Weekly Sheet and Parish Magazine Update 
The Weekly Sheet and Magazine are on the Priory website www.boltonpriory.church 
with the latest news and updates.  The December Magazine is now available.  The 
printed version be picked up from the Tower, Bolton Abbey Post Office or posted to 
you by contacting Val Middleton 01943 430654. 
 

The Priory website 
Each Sunday there is a recorded Church service on the Bolton Priory website. The 
service will include the music, readings and hymns for the week and a short sermon. 
On the first Sunday of the month we record our Liquid Family Service.   
 

The Friends of Bolton Priory Newsletter 
If you would like the Newsletter you can find it online at prioryfriends.org.uk 

https://facultyonline.churchofengland.org/FAS/ReportViewer.aspx?reportId=25&id=51743
https://facultyonline.churchofengland.org/FAS/ReportViewer.aspx?reportId=25&id=51743
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/help-get-nazanin-anoosheh-home-by-christmas
http://www.boltonpriory.church/

