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MISSION
A community seeking to live well with God,
gathered around Jesus Christ in prayer and fellowship,
and committed to welcome, worship and witness.
The Church Office
Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL
01756 710238
office@boltonpriory.org.uk
The Rector
The Rectory, Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23
rector@boltonpriory.org.uk
Website
www.boltonpriory.church
The Tower of Bolton Priory is open for private prayer from 09.00 to
17.00 every day. Everyone is most welcome to come and say a prayer
and light a candle. Access is restricted to the Tower, and we ask that
no more than one individual or family group enters at one time. At the
Sunday 10.30 Morning Service, attendance is limited. Please telephone 01756 710238 or 01756 710587 if you would like to attend.
WEDDINGS and FUNERALS :
By arrangement via the Church Office
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Issue Number 477
December 2020
January 2021
From Revd Nicholas Mercer
We have all travelled through probably the most extraordinary year
of our lives. As we wished each other a Happy New Year last January,
who could have predicted the pandemic that engulfed all our lives
three months later?
We are still not out of the woods and this will continue for many
months to come. However long it takes, it will certainly affect the way
we celebrate Christmas. I don’t want to dampen your spirits but
simply remind you that, as well as the commercial Christmas, there is
also the religious Christmas which brings a different perspective to
our lives.
When you read this message we will be in the season of Advent.
Advent has become a time for preparing ourselves for the Christmas
festivities. However, from a Christian perspective, it is about
preparing ourselves for the coming of the Christ. This time is normally
overshadowed by the commercialism of Christmas but, with fewer
festivities and activities, perhaps this year, above all others, is time to
slow down and prepare ourselves, spiritually, for the greatest event
in human history?
Advent is also about waiting. It is about waiting for the birth of Christ
which is why children count down the days with their Advent
Calendars. But as we know from the pandemic, life is not so simple.
We cannot simply count down the days to the end of our troubles
because life is not like that. When it comes to waiting for God we
need to develop a wisdom and spiritual patience that can cope with
all that life might throw at us in the meantime.
Finally, in the middle of this pandemic and all that it brings, perhaps
we need to listen to what God is telling us in the midst? What is God
telling me about my life? What is he telling us about our society?
What is he telling us about the world? If we listen, the answer may be
far more radical than the one you expected, just like the babe in
Bethlehem two thousand years ago.
Nicholas
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APCM REPORT, 22 NOVEMBER 2020
After many discussions and changes of dates our APCM meetings were
held by ZOOM on Sunday 22 November.
It was certainly a first in the history of Bolton Priory and hopefully the last
APCM to be held this way - although it was quite successful thanks to Paul
Middleton, who skillfully arranged the meeting. Thank you to Paul, it was a
great help.
Nicholas, our Rector, took the chair and the meeting as a whole went
smoothly.
Matt Hey and Susan Barker were elected as Churchwardens until April
2021. Peter Lambert and Susan Barker were elected as the two Deanery
Synod representatives up to 2025. Paul Middleton and Liz Clayton were
re-elected to the PCC with Ann Crabtree and Kate Templeton elected as
new members.
The Rector welcomed the newcomers and thanked Paul Middleton for all
his many years as Church Warden and Lyn Bartlett for all her work on the
Finance Committee.
The Rector also thanked Norman and myself for all the work we have done
for Bolton Priory over the years as I have now left my position as PCC
secretary for personal health reasons.
I have so enjoyed my role and leave you in the very capable hands of Kate
Templeton, the new PCC secretary, who will be doing the minutes for the
PCC meeting held after the APCM.
Sandra Stubbs

THANK YOU TO THE PRIORY COMMUNITY
May I take this opportunity of thanking Nicholas and everyone at the Priory
for your kind support to Norman and me. It has been particularly
appreciated after Norman’s diagnosis with Alzheimer's a few years ago.
We will be still attending the Priory and look forward to seeing you all
again after ‘lock down’ .
I hope you all keep safe and well. Until we meet again.
Sandra

PCC REPORT FROM MEETING HELD BY ZOOM
22 November 2020 following Annual Meeting of Parishioners
As a result of the pandemic this was a Zoom meeting. Paul Middleton was
our technical host.
The Rector was in the Chair and the following appointments were made or
re-confirmed:
The PCC is as follows:
Matthew Hey - Deputy Chairman
No Deputy Church Wardens were appointed. They are not required by law.
Rosemarie Fisher remains Electoral Roll Officer
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Kate Templeton - Secretary
Michael Heatley - Treasurer
Bill Marshall-Smith - Deputy Treasurer
Ambassador to Ripon Cathedral - Anna Hartley
Standing Committee
Matt Hey, Susan Barker, Michael Heatley, Kate Templeton, Rector
Finance Committee
Chairman Susan Barker, Secretary Kate Templeton, Rector, Paul Middleton,
Michael Heatley, Gerry Yates, Anne Crabtree
Works Committee
Matt Hey, Susan Barker, Andy Carr, Gill Holme
Peter Loweth remains Gift Aid Secretary
Elaine Adams-Lambert remains PCC Rep for Village Hall Management
Committee
Rosemarie Fisher remains PCC Rep for Friends of Bolton Abbey
Jean Crawford remains Rep for the Disabled
Jean Crawford remains Safeguarding Officer
Elaine Adams-Lambert remains Environmental officer
The Rector welcomed the new members of the PCC and thanked everyone
for their continued commitment to Bolton Priory
AOB – Parish Share and Gift of Music Stand
The Rector reported that Kath Pickles had offered, extremely generously, to
donate a music stand made by Robert Thomson, ‘the Mouseman’, to the
Priory.
The PCC were delighted to accept this gift and The Rector and the PCC
expressed a wish to organise a special service to dedicate the music stand to
the Priory, when church services are reinstated.
The Parish Share for 2020 was our last item of business.
Finance is obviously a very important part of running our Church, both at
Bolton Abbey and the Diocese, and throughout the United Kingdom.
This year has been exceptional with receipts greatly reduced owing to the
lockdown and tiered restrictions.
This year 2020 has been very difficult for the Church of England and Bolton
Priory is no exception. It has had far fewer services including weddings and
far fewer visitors than normal. It is no surprise therefore that our income
has decreased considerably. Nevertheless the Parish Share still exists and,
ideally, should be met by the parish. The Bishop of Leeds has since written
to all parishes explaining the current challenging financial situation. At the
end of August the Diocese was £2 million under its predicted budget and
£1.6 million was as a result of lower Parish Share payments. Although the
Church Commissioners have stepped in to provide some assistance, the
Bishop had urged Churches to meet their parish share, if possible.

There was a long and detailed discussion to discuss the appropriate
response. The Priory does have reserve monies both in restricted and
unrestricted accounts. However, according to the Treasurer, the Parish has
unrestricted reserves of £90,000 and therefore could meet our share for
2020 as requested. In essence, there was a debate whether the Parish
should pay its share in full for this year and write to the Diocese explaining
that we may be unable to do so in 2021 or, alternatively, withhold the rest
of our share for this year and do the same in 2021, if circumstances dictate.
Finally we had a vote, and the majority decided that, in these exceptional
circumstances, the appropriate approach was to pay our share in full for this
year and for the Treasurer to write to the Diocese explaining that 2021 may
be difficult.
Before the meeting concluded, the Rector confirmed that work to install the
new under-pew heating is scheduled to start 14 December 2020. It was
estimated to require 5 days for installation.
Liz Clayton discussed the winter fuel allowance and whether members of
the Priory wished to donate that money to the Priory to assist with the cost
of the new heating.
The Rector confirmed that his wife had prepared a Bolton Priory Calendar
for sale now. This was a fundraiser and it was hoped that every parishioner
would soon have one in their house.
We concluded with thanks from the Rector and the Grace.
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2020 CLUB
I am very conscious that people may be lonely this Christmas particularly
with the COVID restrictions. I have therefore set up the ‘2020’ Club in the
parish whereby parishioners are put into random groups of twenty people
and then asked to contact others in the group. The idea is that everyone
gets a phone call and a Christmas card at the very least and no one is left
out. It will also help us to get to know each other better and may include
people we have never spoken to either. Each group of twenty will be
headed up by a group leader who will then contact you to see if you would
like to take part in the activity. If not, please say so but it would be lovely if
no one was left out this Christmas and we all stayed
in touch in these difficult times.
Rector

THE PARISH OFFICE
The Parish Administrator, Margaret Cody, is
temporarily working from her home. The telephone
number is 01756 710587. The email remains the same. This is a changing
situation; Margaret will be moving back to the Parish Office, 01756 710238
as soon as this is allowed to happen.
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 2020
Thank you to
Elaine Adams Lambert
for these images of the Priory
Church ready for
Remembrance Sunday. It was a
cause of great regret that, as a
community, we could not
worship together on this
special day.
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REVIEW: ‘PATHS TO CHRIST’
My name is Maurice
Mullard and I worship at
St Margaret’s Church in
Ilkley. I come to St Mary
and St Cuthbert on early
mornings to light a
candle and to listen to
the Gregorian chant.
Early one morning I met
the Rector Nicholas as he
was coming into the
Priory after his early
morning run. We talked
about prayer and how it
lingers and impresses
itself into the walls. We
feel them in the silences.
My book ‘Paths to Christ’
is an account of my
personal journey of faith
and how my
understanding ebbs and
flows. The book is about
making pictures, we turn words into pictures and we try to be in that
picture. How does it feel if someone says to you Jesus is coming
‘Jesus is coming' and you are in the crowd? We are all on journeys on
unique paths to Christ and all we need to remember is to Love God
with all of our hearts and to love our neighbour. I just pray that what
I have written is worthy of the God our Father who loves all so much.
Maurice Mullard
The book can be purchased through Amazon both in Kindle or paperback format.

I have read the book and recommend it as our Advent reading as we
too make our Paths to Christ through this season of self-reflection.
The book costs £6 in signed paperback and you can phone me or
email to order a copy .
Rector
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A LONG WINTER AT HOME?
Here's a great idea from one of our advertisers Homeinstead

Live Well, Stay Safe
Remaining physically and mentally active is key to ageing well.
Keeping your brain active not only helps your mental wellbeing but it
can also prevent degenerative diseases from occurring in later life
such as Dementia. With reduced opportunities for social interaction
this year, now more than ever, it’s important that people maintain
activities that help boost brain function.
Local home care provider, Home Instead Senior Care, has produced a
puzzle book to help combat the effects of social isolation and to keep
the brain alert with stimulating activities. Suitable for everyone,
including those living with dementia, this is a free booklet that can be
posted to those living in our community.
To receive your free copy of the puzzle book, please get in touch with
their friendly team on 01943 662188.

Eric Spencer has an Online Shopping
Service which can be found at:
www.ericspencer.co.uk
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THE SALES TABLE WITH CHRISTMAS ITEMS
During the restrictions there is going to be a small sales table in the
Tower. There will be items from the
main table and a small amount of
Christmas stock.

PRIORY CHRISTMAS CARDS
The new Priory Christmas card is now
available. A pack of ten cards costs £5.
Please ring or email the Priory Office
01756710238 or 01756 710587 if you
wish to place an order.
Cards can be left for collection or posted
to you.
Margaret Cody

DATES FROM THE CHURCH CALENDAR
DECEMBER
06 SUNDAY
13 SUNDAY
20 SUNDAY
24 Thursday
25 Friday
27 SUNDAY

CHRISTMAS DAY

ADVENT 2
ADVENT 3
ADVENT 4
Christmas Eve
CHRISTMAS DAY
CHRISTMAS 1

JANUARY

Last night in the open shippen
The Infant Jesus lay,
While cows stood at the hay-crib
Twitching the sweet hay.

03 SUNDAY
06 Wednesday
10 SUNDAY
16 Saturday

As I trudged through the snow-fields
That lay in their own light,
A thorn-bush with its shadow
Stood doubled on the night.
And I stayed on my journey
To listen to the cheep
Of a small bird in the thorn-bush
I woke from its puffed sleep.

17 SUNDAY
24 SUNDAY
25 Monday
31 SUNDAY

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
THE EPIPHANY
THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST
Marriage of George Ramshaw and
Rebecca Cornwall
THE EPIPHANY 2
THE EPIPHANY 3
The Conversion of Paul
THE EPIPHANY 4

FEBRUARY
02 Tuesday

07 SUNDAY
14 SUNDAY

The bright stars were my angels
And with the heavenly host
I sang praise to the Father,
The Son and Holy Ghost.

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
Candlemas
SEXAGESIMA
QUINQUAGESIMA

Andrew Young
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To be finished

BOLTON PRIORY ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME
06 December
10.30
10.30
10.30
13 December
10.30
10.30
20 December
10.30
10.30
24 December
14.00
16.00
18.00
25 December
10.00
10.30
27 December
10.30
03 January
10.30
10.30
10.30

Advent 2
Holy Communion
Online Morning Service
Online Liquid Worship
Advent 3
Holy Communion
Online Morning Service
Advent 4
Holy Communion
Online Morning Service
Christmas Eve
Christingles available from the Tower
Online Christingle
Online Nine Lessons and Carols
Christmas Day
Festal Eucharist with choir
Online Morning Service
Christmas 1
Online Morning Service
Christmas 2 Epiphany
Holy Communion
Reverend Barry Overend
Online Morning Service
Online Liquid Worship

Please note that the service may
be subject to change depending
on Government restrictions.
Please check the website
regularly:
www.boltonpriory.church
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PAINTERS OF THE PRIORY Part 2
Last month we looked at three famous painters of the Priory;
Turner, Girtin and Landseer. Many lesser-known painters were also
entranced by the beauty of the landscape. Here are some of them:
William Westall is
perhaps a less wellknown name; he was
born in Hertfordshire in
1781 and he too visited
the Priory. Here's a
painting which is
attributed to him.
William Mellor was born
in 1851 in Barnsley and
specialised in landscapes
and particulary in local
scenes around Ilkley,
Scarborough and
Harrogate, in all of which
he lived in at various
points of his life. All his
paintings were done on
location in summer or
autumn.
Tim Scott Bolton was
born in Shropshire in
1947. He travelled
extensively throughout
the world and in 2017
accompanied the Prince
of Wales to Europe as
Royal Tour Artist. Here’s
his painting of the Priory
from a different
viewpoint.
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John Atkinson Grimshaw is
considered one of the great
painters of the Victorian era.
He was born in Leeds in 1836
and lived in the area all his life.
He was self-taught and used a
camera obscura to project
scenes on to canvas.

Keith Melling was born in Colne
in 1946 and studied at Burnley
School of Art. He specialises in
Yorkshire scenes and this oil
painting features the stepping
stones as a foreground to the
Priory in winter.

We also have very talented artists from our
own Parish, Denise Ledgerwood who
painted this beautiful image on the left and
Andrew Wade who painted the ruined East
Window and designed the magazine cover.

Paul Dene Malor was born in
Brighouse in 1969 and studied
at Halifax Art College. He was
awarded Professional Artist of
the Year in 2015. He has
painted a wide variety of
landscapes and here he
captures the reflections of the Priory in his preferred medium of
watercolour.
The Priory still holds a charm
for modern artists.
Ronald Haber was born in
Manchester and studied art
and photography. He is
known for his en plein air
paintings and brings a
charming modern take to a
timeless subject.

Surely the ancient building and its unique setting will continue to
inspire artists for many years to come.
Susan Beerling
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A LETTER FROM BROWNBREAD TO BBC REPAIR SHOP
Hello,
I am a dog, a sort of terrier I
think. I am approximately 12
inches high and 18 inches long
from tip of my scruffy nose to my
scruffy tail and I am a sort
of rich chestnut colour.
I was a birthday present from my
owners Aunt and arrived in West
Yorkshire on October 17th 1940. I
came from Hamleys of Regent
Street and according to the label
which is still attached to my tummy I was made by Chiltern Toys.
Now I know that if I was a bear or
a dog on wheels you would be
more interested in me but I’m
afraid I'm not. I was supposed to
be called Gingerbread but my
new Mum was only five at the
time, she apparently couldn't say Gingerbread so I became
Brownbread.
I am coming apart at the seams a bit but still have my original leather collar with all the studs, I only have one eye
but it is the original. My foot pads are worn as is my nose
and one ear is a
bit floppy and
my hind legs
seem to be coming rather detached . Since
arriving in West
Yorkshire all
those years ago
I have lived on
that little girl’s
bed ever since.
Until her marriage in 1967
I lived in the
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family home and since then I have only moved when she
has moved. She has travelled the world extensively
throughout her life (BOAC stewardess!) but as I have never
had a passport I have always remained on her bed at
home.
On October 17th 2020 I celebrated my 80th and she
celebrated her 85th. Now I appreciate that she is still
extremely fit and active, plays golf, walks, drives and
gardens like a maniac but she IS 85 after all and as she
has no young grandchildren, what is going to happen to
me? In my present state I’m just going to be chucked in the
bin. I’m sure if I was spruced up a bit someone would look
after and love me as my owner has done over these many
years.
I only live about 10 miles
from my first home so a trip to
see you would be by far the
longest journey of my life.
When I came north in 1940 I
think I was hand delivered
but came up first class on the
Pullman train from King’s
Cross to Leeds.
As you can tell there’s still life
in the old dog yet!
We have taken a ’selfie’ Hope
you can tell which is which!
Very best wishes to you all, just
love the programme, you are
all sooooo clever.
From
Brownbread Riley

PARISH MAGAZINE DEADLINE FEBRUARY MAGAZINE
THIS EDITION WILL BE A PRINTED VERSION
Please could we have any copy for the February magazine by
15 January. It can be sent to the Editor or the Church Office. Please
send by email to either; priorymag@yahoo.co.uk or
office@boltonpriory.org
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100 YEARS AGO, DECEMBER 1920
LOCAL NEWS AND NOTES
Barden – On Friday, Nov. 19th, we held our Sewing Meeting for the
Bazaar in the Church School. In the evening a ‘Social’ took place and
was well attended. Local talent was procured and several songs were
rendered, between which we had dances, a very enjoyable evening.
The sum of £2 16s. was made for the buying of material to work up
for the Bazaar. The next Sewing Meeting is to be held on Dec. 3rd at
3.30 p.m. to be followed by a Whist Drive and ‘Social’ at 7 p.m.
Doubtless owing to the extraordinary mild weather recently, a certain
lady in this district was enabled to decorate her table with flowers
representing the four seasons of the year, viz., Wallflowers (Spring),
Shirley Poppies (Summer), Chrysanthemums (Autumn) and Christmas
Roses (Winter). Is not this rather unique?
A pair of hen harriers has been obtained on the moors near Barden
this November. The record is interesting and has been duly notified to
the district ornithological authorities, who state that the last properly
authenticated record of this rare bird in this neighbourhood was of
one shot on Rylstone Fell in 1878. The hen harrier is a large hawk that
is occasionally found on the moors in Scotland and the North of
England, where they prey very largely on the grouse.
Halton East – On Monday, Nov. 15th, a Meeting in connection with
the ‘League of Nations Union’ was held in the Mission Room and was
well attended. The Rector, as chairman, introduced the speakers, Mr.
Green, the district secretary and Mr. Cook. The objects of the Union
were ably expounded and Mr. Green gave instances of the work
already accomplished by the League of Nations, notably
the fact that Sweden and Finland had been persuaded to
bring their difference concerning the Aaland Islands for
discussion before the League. The meeting was convened
mainly through the efforts of Mrs. Leach, who kindly
entertained the speakers at ‘The White House’ after the meeting.
PAROCHIAL NOTES
In Memoriam – The wife of the late Rector of Bolton Abbey passed
away on Nov. 13th, at 4 a.m. Much sympathy is felt throughout the
Parish for Mr. Macnabb and his children in their bereavement. Many
enquiries have been made from every part of the Parish and Mr.
Macnabb has kindly written to the Rector supplying some details;
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He states that he and Mrs.Macnabb went up to London on Nov. 12 th
to interview a heart specialist, as Mrs. Macnabb had had trouble with
her heart. Whilst at the Doctor’s house the deceased lady was taken
ill very suddenly as a result of a stroke and died early the next
morning; she had no pain, but passed away in her sleep.

100 YEARS AGO, JANUARY 1921
PAROCHIAL NOTES
The Rector takes this opportunity of wishing all his parishioners a very
happy and blessed New Year.
The Parish Magazine – We begin the year 1921 with a new Magazine,
‘The Church Monthly’, thus reverting to the original Magazine with
which Mr. Howes began the publication. We also regret that we are
obliged to curtail the parish news somewhat and we feel this is better
than raising the price. Some step was obliged to be taken, owing to
the rapid advance in the cost of printing during 1919 and 1920, which
has led to a deficit of over £10 owing to the Rector. We trust that this
year, with the help of one or two more advertisements, the Magazine
will pay for itself and if the cost of printing should go down we shall
be able to reduce the cost.
The Christmas Services – The mid-day service at the Abbey and the
afternoon service at Barden on Christmas Day were better attended
than last year and we hope that next year, when Christmas Day will
fall on a Sunday, there will be congregations such as there ought to
be on one of the greatest of our Festivals. The decorations were neat
as usual at the Abbey and lavish as ever at Barden; in
both cases the thanks of the congregation are due to
the decorators.

WEEKLY ONLINE PRIORY SUNDAY SERVICES
Morning Service 10.30
This service can be seen online on the Priory’s own YouTube channel.
Go to the home page of the Priory website
www.boltonpriory.church and click on: ‘Our Online Services’
You can also find our channel if you go to the YouTube web site and
search for ‘Bolton Priory’. On the first Sunday of the month we also
record our Liquid Family Service, a service suitable for all age groups.

PRIORY DIRECTORY
Rector

The Revd Nicholas Mercer
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Margaret Cody
Churchwardens
Matthew Hey
Susan Barker
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Kate Templeton
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Michael Heatley
Gift Aid
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Works Committee
Matthew Hey
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Liquid Worship
Joan Mason
Electoral Roll Officer
Rosemarie Fisher
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Elaine Adams-Lambert
Contact for Young People Lorna Heatley
Parish Disability Officer Jean Crawford
Parish Safeguarding
Jean Crawford
Sidesmen’s Rota
Susan Whittaker
Flower Rota
Lorna Freegard
Welcome Team Leader
Kate Templeton
Cleaning Rota
Andrew Wade
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Fund Raising
Liz Clayton
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Val Middleton
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WEEKLY SHEET
Please see the Home Page of our website www.boltonpriory.org.uk
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01756 710326
01756 710587
07702 555339
01756 711260
01943 463150
01423 509629
01756 711129

07906 082037
07702 555339
01756 711260
07985 136819
07985 136819
01756 753013
01943 608049
07964 561959
01756 794542
07772 498838
07951 788909
01943 831165
01943 607907
01943 463150
01943 862614
01943 830190
07880 700339

01943 430654
01943 513275
07880 700339
01756 710482
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