
BLESSING 
The Spirit of truth leads us into all truth, 
give us grace to confess that Jesus is Lord 
and strengthen us to proclaim the word 
and works of God. And the blessing of God 
Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be 
with us always.  Amen 

 
LUIQUID WORSHIP TIME AT HOME 

Things you might like to do 

 
Why don’t you make a Christmas card 
for a friend or relation?  It would be 
lovely for them to have a homemade 
card from you. 
 
Dear Liquid Worshippers 
We would like to wish you all a Happy 
Christmas and a Happy 2021 when we 
hope that we can all meet more freely 
with family and friends.  We are unable 
to have our usual Christingle Service to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus, which for 
many of us starts our Christmas.  
Christingles will be in the Tower for you 
to collect on December 22nd, 23rd and 
24th from 2 pm. 
 
If you can’t collect a Christingle you 
could make your own. Christingles are 
made up of many different things to 
remind us that Jesus is the light of the 
world.  This is explained along with 
instructions at the end of this service 
sheet. There is also a picture of one for 
you to colour in. 
 
 

Email List 
If you would like to be on our email 
list so that you receive an order of 
service each month please contact 
office@boltonpriory.org.uk  
 
 

THE PRIORY CHURCH, BOLTON ABBEY 
 

Sunday 6th December 2020 
 

LIQUID FAMILY SERVICE 
 

Preparing the Way of Our Lord 

 
 
 

Alleluia!  
The Spirit of God fills the whole earth: 

O come, let us worship. Alleluia  
 

Birthday Hymn 
Comes a birthday once again, 

Happy day, oh happy day! 
Through the sunshine,  

through the rain, 
God will lead us on our way. 

 
Father let the New Year be 

Bright and holy, sweet and true, 
Keep oh keep us close to Thee, 

Day by day the whole year through. 
 

PRAYING TOGETHER 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts 

of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
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WE SAY TOGETHER 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy 

Lord have mercy. 

 
You can make a collection at home by 
going online www.boltonpriory.church 

 
Advent Candle Song sung to the tune 

of Away in a Manger 
A candle is burning 
A flame warm and bright 
A candle of HOPE 
in December’s dark night 
While angels sing blessings 
from heaven’s starry sky 
Our hearts we prepare now 
For Jesus is nigh 
 
A candle is burning 
A candle of PEACE 
A candle to signal 
that conflict must cease 
For Jesus is coming 
to show us the way 
A message of Peace 
humbly laid in the hay 
 
A candle is burning 
A candle of JOY 
A candle to welcome 
Brave Mary’s new boy 
Our hearts fill with wonder 
And eyes light and glow 
As Joy brightens gloom 
like the sunshine on snow 
 
A candle is burning 
A candle of LOVE 
A candle to point us 
to heaven above 
A baby for Christmas 
A wonderful birth 
For Jesus is bringing 
God’s Love to our earth 
 

PRAYING TOGETHER 
God our Father, we thank you for the 
stories Jesus told that teach us about you. 
We thank you for our families and for all 
the people that help keep us safe and 
healthy every day. Help us to remember 
that we are all part of your family, and 
that Jesus is our friend.  Amen 
 

Reading 
John the Baptist 

Pages 106-107 in the 
Lion Storyteller Bible  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation  
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
The power, and the glory, Amen 
 

We Shall Go Out With Joy 
We shall go out with joy  
and be led forth with peace 
And the mountains and the hills  
shall break forth before you 
There’ll be shouts of joy  
and the trees of the field 
Shall clap, shall clap their hands. 
 

And the trees of the field shall  
clap their hands 
And the trees of the field shall  
clap their hands 
And the trees of the field shall  
clap their hands 
 

And we’ll go out with joy. 
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Prayers 
Advent/John the Baptist 

 
 
 O Lord, we pray for your presence as we prepare during Advent to celebrate the birth of 
Your Son at Christmas. During this period of reflection help us to appreciate more fully the 
significance of how You took on human form, in the person of Jesus Christ the Son, and how 
He, having lived a blameless life, died in order to advocate on behalf all who turn to Him - 
Jews and gentiles alike.  
 
In our reflections help us to take on the words of the prophet Isaiah who wrote: ‘Have you 
not seen? Have you not heard?’ as he reminded the Jews that your presence had never left 
them even when in exile. It is easy for us also to forget that you are around us and within 
us wherever we are and that we do not live in parallel worlds, one real and the other a 
spiritual world only to be dipped into when the going gets tough. We pray that our 
preparations for the birth of the Messiah during Advent will remind us of this and heighten 
our awareness of the significance of the Christmas message. 
Amen   
 
 
Help us to ‘Seek the way of the Lord.’  In our modern times teach us to heed the preaching 
of John the Baptist who, having emerged from the desert, challenged the social, moral and 
spiritual standards of the Jews by demanding repentance from selfish attitudes and 
practices in preparation for the presence of the longed-for Messiah. We ask that we too 
may take up that challenge not only to seek forgiveness for past wrongs but to review our 
own behaviours and cultures so that we live lives worthy of your calling through 
transforming intent into action. 
Amen 
 
 
O God, we pray for our world beset by turmoil. We pray for individuals, families and 
communities as we face the uncertainties of a pandemic that is no respecter of boundaries. 
We pray for respite from a climate of increasing mistrust as those with responsibilities for 
the welfare of all evade transparency whilst relations within and between nations increase 
in rancour. We pray that they strive for so-called progress will not lead to the degradation 
of our environment and to the demise of humanity. During this time of Advent reflection 
may we pray that those with influence will pause to take breath; to consider long term 
solutions; and to work together for everyone’s benefit. We pray that people of faith may 
move beyond being distantly critical by feeling able to become a central part of the answer. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Christingle 

 
Christingle means ‘Christ’s Light’ and it is a symbol of the Christian faith.  Lots 
of churches hold Christingle Services around Christmas time.   
Christingles are made up of different parts, each one being there to remind us 
of something. 
 
The orange represents the world. 
The candle reminds Christians of Jesus who they believe to be the light of 
the world. 
The red ribbon goes all around the ‘world’ and being the colour of blood, 
reminds Christians that Jesus died. 
The four cocktail sticks could have either of two meanings, the four seasons 
or the four corners of the world. 
The sweets or dried fruit remind Christians of God’s gifts to the world 
including kindness and love. 
The foil is there to catch waxy drips from the candle but also reflects the light. 
 

To Make a Christingle 
 

1 orange, red ribbon or tape, a square of foil, about 5cm square, sweets or 
dried fruit, 4 cocktail sticks, 1 candle. 
 

1. Put the ribbon or tape around the middle of the orange 
2. Cut a cross in the top of the orange, big enough to hold the candle 
3. Put the foil in the cross 
4. Put the candle in the hole where the foil is 
5. Put sweets or fruit on the cocktail sticks 
6. Put the cocktail sticks in the orange 
7. Light the candle 
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