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Introduction 

The Priory Church 
The Priory Church of St Mary and St Cuthbert, more commonly known as Bolton 
Priory, is a Christian community in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales National Park. It 
welcomes everyone, and celebrates human diversity. It is an Anglican Church within 
the Diocese of Leeds, where there has been continuous worship since 1154. When 
the Priory was dissolved in 1539, permission was granted to continue worshipping in 
the Nave which is now the Priory Church. The Reformation is a daily backdrop to our 
lives and, fittingly, worship is centred around the Book of Common Prayer 1662, 
which, in the Spirit of Pentecost, is used and understood across the world-wide 
Anglican Communion. Bolton Priory is committed, not only to reflecting the glory and 
Majesty of God in its worship, but also to proclaiming the Gospel, particularly by 
seeking social justice and stewardship of God’s creation. Today the Priory Church is 
under the leadership of the Reverend Lieutenant Colonel Nicholas Mercer. 

The History of the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
The Service of Nine Lessons and Carols was created in 1880 up by Edward White 
Benson, who served as the first Bishop of Truro from 1877 to 1883. The Service was 
initially housed in a temporary wooden building, since Truro Cathedral was being 
constructed at the instigation of Bishop Benson. It continued to be held in the wooden 
structure for another six years before the cathedral building was 
completed. Following his term as Bishop of Truro, Edward Benson was inducted as 
Archbishop of Canterbury 1883. 

In 1918, the Very Reverend Eric Milner-White, Dean of King’s College, Cambridge, 
adapted the Service for use in the College’s chapel, for the first Christmas following 
the end of The Great War in 1918. Dean Milner-White also wrote the Bidding Prayer 
that we use to this day. The service was first broadcast in 1928, and is now sent out 
by the BBC to millions of people around the world every year, and has been ever since 
1928, with the exception of only 1930. 

Digital Services 
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, in March of this year, churches were closed during 
the national lockdown that began on the 23rd March. They were allowed to reopen 
for prayer and limited services in July, but again closed in early November, as the rate 
of infections grew dramatically across the country. Even in the limited services, 
singing was still prohibited, as it could potentially spread the virus. As a result of the 
lockdown, the Priory Church created digital Sung Services for each Sunday, so that 
those who were unable to attend Church could listen on-line. This has been 
remarkably well “attended” throughout. As well as the regular services, the Priory 
Church has produced extra-special services for Remembrance Sunday, the Advent 
Carol Service and the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, where the music has been 
downloaded from recordings broadcast on the internet to supplement the liturgy of 



the Word. All these services are available to all on the Priory’s website, 
www.boltonpriory.org.uk. 

This Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
The spoken words and prayers for this service are led by the Priory Church’s Rector, 
Nicholas Mercer, with the Lessons read by members of the congregation. 
Congregational responses are highlighted by being printed in bold text. Because of 
the new Lockdown imposed on the whole of England during November, it became 
necessary for most of those who were asked by the Rector to read the Lessons in the 
Service had to do so over Zoom on the Internet, which the Rector recorded at the 
Priory onto his laptop. These readings were then included in the Service’s audio-file. 

The hymns, in which the congregation can join, are shown with the each one’s music 
and full lyrics. Verses within these hymns, where the Choir sings alone, are printed in 
italics, (such as verse 1 of Once in Royal David’s City). Carols which are sung by Choirs 
only are shown without the music and, again, with the words in italics. 

The introductory and closing Organ Voluntaries are two medleys, played by the gifted 
local organist, Jonathan Scott. The hymns and carols have been selected from ones 
sung by Choirs from England, Ireland and the USA, where their beautiful renditions 
have been downloaded from recordings published on YouTube. These selections 
include old favourites, including Once in Royal David’s City, O Little Town of 
Bethlehem, Hark the Herald Angels Sing and O Come All Ye Faithful. The Choir carols 
have been chosen from amongst old favourites and some which are probably slightly 
lesser known, but sung so beautifully, and are, in many instances, unaccompanied. 
Amongst these is Mary’s Lullaby. The Service finishes with a quite gorgeous rendition 
of the children’s favourite carol, Away in a Manger, sung here by the Choir of 
Christchurch Cathedral in Dublin. 

There are a number of pages where there is the comment This Page is intentionally 
left blank. These pages ensure that, where a hymn and its music spans two pages, the 
music is on the left page and the words on the right page, so that both are visible to 
the reader without having to turn pages. 
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The Order of Service 

Welcome to Bolton Priory 
Rector My Brothers and sisters, in the name of Christ we welcome you to Bolton 

Priory. 

We come together, as Christmas draws near to prepare to celebrate the 
birth of our saviour Jesus Christ. Let us hear again the wonderful story of 
our redemption, and join together in singing our praises with the Heavenly 
Host. 

Voluntary - A Festive Overture on Christmas Themes 

The opening voluntary is played by the local organist Jonathan Scott on the 
1913 JJ Binns Organ at Rochdale Town Hall 

The Acclamation 
Rector Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

All he has come to his people and set them free. 

Rector Light has sprung up for the righteous 

All and joyful gladness for those who are true-hearted. 

Rector Glory to God in the highest 

All and peace to his people on earth. 

Hymn 

“Once in Royal David’s City” is led by The Trinity Singers of Dublin, with the 
RTE Concert Orchestra, conducted by David Brophy. 

 



Once in royal David's city 
Stood a lowly cattle-shed, 

Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little Child. 

He came down to earth from heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, 
And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor, and mean, and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy 

And through all His wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey, 

Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms He lay: 
Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as He. 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see Him; but in heaven, 
Set at God's right hand on high; 

Where like stars His children crowned 
All in white shall wait around. 

The Bidding 
Rector My brothers and sisters: in the name of Christ I welcome you. We have 

come together as Christmas draws near to prepare for our celebration of 
the birth of God's beloved Son. Through the days of Advent, we have 
followed the light of Christ, and now we travel in spirit with Mary and 
Joseph to Bethlehem, to acclaim, with the multitude of the heavenly host, 
the coming of the Prince of Peace. Through Scripture and silence, prayer 
and song, let us hear again the wonderful story of our redemption, and, 
hearing, let us rejoice and respond with lively faith.  

Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth 
of your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our 
Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold him when he shall come 
to be our Judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

Choir 



The First Lesson – Genesis 3: 8-14 

Read by His Grace the Duke of Devonshire, Patron of the Priory Church. 

God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman shall bruise the 
serpent's head. 

And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord 
God amongst the trees of the garden. 

And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, “Where art thou?” And 
he said, “I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 
and I hid myself.” And he said, “Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou 
eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” And 
the man said, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of 
the tree, and I did eat.” And the Lord God said unto the woman, “What is this 
that thou hast done?” And the woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I did 
eat.” 

And the Lord God said unto the serpent, “Because thou hast done this, thou art 
cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt 
thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 

Thanks be to God. 



Carol 

Boris Ord’s carol “Adam Lay Ybounden” is sung by the Choir of All Saints 
Cathedral in Derby, conducted by Peter Gould. 

Adam lay ybounden 
Bounden in a bond 

Four thousand winters 
Though he not too long 

And all was for an apple 
An apple that he took 

As clerkes finden 
Written in their book 

Nay had the apple taken been 
The apple taken been 

Nay had never our lady 
Abeen heavenly queen 

Blessed be the time 
That apple taken was 

Therefore we bound singen 
Deo gracias, deo gracias! 



Hymn 

“In The Bleak Midwinter” is led by The Chorus of St Martin-in-the-Fields, with the 
Academy of St Martin in the Fields Orchestra, conducted by Sir Neville Marriner. 

 

In the bleak mid-winter frosty wind made moan; 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter long ago. 

Our God, heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain, 
Heaven and earth shall flee away, when He comes to reign: 

In the bleak mid-winter, a stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty —Jesus Christ. 

Enough for Him, whom Cherubim worship night and day, 
A breast full of milk and a manger full of hay; 

Enough for Him, whom Angels fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel which adore. 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a Shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part, 
Yet what I can I give Him, give my heart. 

Soloist 

Soloist 



The Second Lesson - Genesis 22: 15-18 

Read by Gill Holmes, parishioner and member of the Liquid Worship team 

The promise to Abraham 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, 
“By myself I have sworn,” saith the Lord: “Because you have done this, and have 
not withheld your son, your only son, and I will indeed bless you, and I will make 
your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by 
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, 
because you have obeyed my voice." 

Thanks be to God. 

Carol 

John Rutter’s carol “Mary’s Lullaby” is sung by the Choir of St Pail’s 
Cathedral in London, conducted by John Rutter. 

See the child that Mary bore 
On her lap so softly sleeping, 

In a stable cold and poor 
Ox and ass their vigil keeping. 

Sing lullaby, sing lullaby 
My own dear son, my child. 

Lullaby, sing lullaby 
Lullaby, my little baby. 

Flights of angels round his head 
Sing him joyful hymns of greeting. 
Peace on earth, goodwill to men, 
Each to each the song repeating. 

Sing lullaby, sing lullaby 
My own dear son, my child. 

Lullaby, sing lullaby 
Lullaby, my little baby. 



Shepherds kneeling by his bed 
Offer homage without measure. 
Wise men, by a bright star led, 

Bring him gifts of richest treasure 

Sing lullaby, sing lullaby 
My own dear son, my child. 

Lullaby, sing lullaby 
Lullaby, my little baby. 



The Third Lesson - Isaiah 9: 2, 6 and 7 

Read by Clare Granger, parishioner 

Christ's birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in 
the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. For unto us 
a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
Kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

Thanks be to God. 

Carol 

Gustav Holst’s carol, “A Babe is born all of a May” is sung by the Choir of 
New College in Oxford, conducted by Edward Higginbottom, with Frances 
Kelly on the Harp. 

A Babe is born all of a May 
In the salvation of us; 

To Him we sing both night and day, 
Veni creator spiritus. 

At Bethlehem, that blessed place, 
The child of bliss was born. 

Him to serve God, give us grace, 
O lux beata trinitas. 

There came three kings out of the East 
To worship the King so high, 

With gold and myrrh and frankincense, 
A solis ortus cardine 

The shepherds heard an angel cry 
A merry song sung he, 

Why are ye so sore aghast? 
Jam ortus solis cardine 

The angel came down with a cry, 
A fair song then sung he, 

In the worship of that child, 



Gloria tibi Domine. 

The Fourth Lesson – Micah 5: 2-5a 

Read by Jonathan Dickson, parishioner and on-line Services editor 

The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem. 

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. Therefore, will he 
give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then 
the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. And he shall 
stand and feed in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the Name of the 
Lord his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of 
the earth. And this man shall be the peace. 

Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” is led by the Choir of New College in Oxford, 
with Timothy Wakerell at the organ, and conducted by Robert Quinney. 

 



O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee to-night. 

O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the King, 
And Peace to men on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary, 

And gathered all above. 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

Their watch of wondering love. 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given; 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His Heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 

But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

The dear Christ enters in. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray! 

Cast out our sin and enter in, 
Be born in us to-day. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel! 

Choir 



The Fifth Lesson - St Luke 1: 26-38 

Read by Imogen Addy, Headmistress of the Boyle and Petyt School  

The Angel Gabriel salutes the blessed Virgin Mary. 

In the sixth month the Angel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 
Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and 
said, “Hail, thou art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou 
among women.” 

And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind 
what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, “Fear 
not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He 
shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord shall give 
unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 

Then said Mary unto the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” 
And the angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore, also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, 
behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and 
this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing 
shall be impossible.” And Mary said, “Behold the handmaiden of the Lord; be it 
unto me according to thy word.” And the angel departed from her. 

Thanks be to God. 

  



 
  



Hymn 

“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven came” is led by the Cambridge Choir. 

 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came 
His wings as drifted snow his eyes as flame 

"All hail," said he, "thou lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favoured lady." Gloria! 

"For lo, a blessed mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honour thee, 

Thy Son shall be Emanuel, by seers foretold 
Most highly favoured lady," Gloria! 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head 
"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said, 

"My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name." 
Most highly favoured lady. Gloria! 

Of her, Emanuel, the Christ was born 
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
"Most highly favoured lady," Gloria! 

Soloist 



Carol 

John Rutter’s carol, “Nativity Carol”, is sung by the Cambridge Singers, with 
the City of London Sinfonia, conducted by John Rutter. 

Born in a stable so bare 
Born so long ago 

Born 'neath light of star 
He who loved us so 

Far away, silent he lay 
Born today, your homage pay 

For Christ is born for aye 
Born on Christmas Day 

Cradled by mother so fair 
Tender her lullaby 

Over her son so dear 
Angel hosts fill the sky 

Far away, silent he lay 
Born today, your homage pay 

For Christ is born for aye 
Born on Christmas Day 

Wise men from distant far land 
Shepherds from starry hills 
Worship this babe so rare 

Hearts with his warmth he fills 

Far away, silent he lay 
Born today, your homage pay 

For Christ is born for aye 
Born on Christmas Day 

Love in that stable was born 
Into our hearts to flow 

Innocent dreaming babe 
Make me thy love to know 

Far away, silent he lay 
Born today, your homage pay 

For Christ is born for aye 
Born on Christmas Day 



The Sixth Lesson - St Matthew 1: 18-23 

Read by Ben Heyes, Estate Manager Bolton Abbey  

St Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus. 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make 
her a public example, was minded to put her away privily. 

But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto 
thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And 
she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” 

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by 
the prophet, saying, “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 
son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God 
with us.” 

Thanks be to God. 

  





Hymn 

“See amid the Winter's Snow” is led by the Choir of St Paul’s Cathedral in 
London, with soloist Anthony Wray, and conducted by John Scott. 

 

  



See amid the winter's snow, 
Born for us on earth below, 

See the tender Lamb appears, 
Promised from eternal years. 

Hail thou ever blessed morn, 
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Lo, within a manger lies 
He who built the starry skies; 

He who throned in height sublime 
Sits amid the cherubim. 

Hail thou ever blessed morn, 
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Say, ye holy shepherds, say 
What your joyful news today; 

Wherefore have ye left your sheep 
On the lonely mountain steep? 

Hail thou ever blessed morn, 
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Teach, O teach us, Holy Child, 
By Thy Face so meek and mild, 

Teach us to resemble Thee, 
In Thy Sweet humility! 

Hail thou ever blessed morn, 
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

  

Soloist 

Soloist 



Carol 

Robert Shaw’s carol, “Coventry Carol”, is sung by the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra Choir, conducted by Robert Shaw. 

Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, 
Bye bye, lully, lullay. 

O sisters too, how may we do 
For to preserve this day 

This poor youngling for whom we do sing, 
“Bye bye, lully, lullay?” 

Herod the king, in his raging 
Chargèd he hath this day 

His men of might in his own sight, 
All young children to slay. 

Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, 
Bye bye, lully, lullay. 

Then woe is me, poor child, for thee, 
And ever mourn and may 

For thy parting neither say nor sing, 
“Bye bye, lully, lullay.” 

Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, 
Bye bye, lully, lullay. 

  



The Seventh Lesson - St Luke 2: 8-16 

Read by Lorna Heatley, parishioner and ordinand 

The shepherds go to the manger 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around about them: and they were sore afraid. 
And the angel said unto them, “Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to another, “Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.” And 
they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger. 

Thanks be to God 

  



Hymn 

“Joy to the World” is led by the Huddersfield Choral Society, with Organist 
David Bell and conducted by Awel Hughes. 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come. 
Let earth receive her King. 

Let every heart prepare Him room. 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing, 

Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns. 
Let men their songs employ. 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders of His love. 



The Eighth Lesson - St Matthew 2: 1-11 

Read by Paul Middleton, parishioner and member of the PCC 

The Magi are led by the stars to Jesus 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he 
that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east, and are come 
to worship him.” 

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they 
said unto him, “In Bethlehem of Judaea.” For thus it is written by the prophet, 
“And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes 
of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.” 

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them 
diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and 
said, “Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, 
bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.”  

When they had heard the king, they departed; and, Io, the star, which they saw 
in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child 
was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when 
they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, 
and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. 

Thanks be to God. 



Hymn 

“O Come all ye Faithful” is led by the Farnham Youth Choir and the 
Cambridge Singers, with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by 
John Rutter. 

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye To Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him born the King of Angels: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

God of God, light of light, 
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 

Very God, begotten, not created: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 



See how the shepherds, Summoned to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above! 

Glory to God, In the highest: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

Carol 

The traditional carol, “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”, is sung by the Clare 
College Singers from Cambridge, with the Clare College Orchestra and 
Organist Jeremy Blandford, conducted by John Rutter. 

Infant holy, infant lowly, 
for his bed a cattle stall; 

oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging angels singing, 
Nowells ringing, tidings bringing; 

Christ the babe is Lord of all; 
Christ the babe is Lord of all! 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping 
vigil till the morning new; 

saw the glory, heard the story - 
tidings of a gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 
praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you; 
Christ the babe was born for you! 



The Ninth Lesson 9 - St John 1: 1-14 

Read by Rector Nicholas Mercer. 

St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

ln the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and 
without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life; and the life 
was the light of men. And the light shineth in the darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a 
witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the 
true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on 
his name: which were born, not of blood, nor the will of the flesh, nor the will 
of man, but of God. 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

Thanks be to God. 



The Prayers. 
Rector And let us pray. 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. Let us bring before God the 
needs of the world. 

Wonderful Counsellor, give your wisdom to the rulers of the nations. 

Lord, in your mercy 

All Hear our prayer. 

Rector Mighty God, make the whole world know that the government is on your 
shoulders. 

Lord, in your mercy 

All Hear our prayer. 

Rector Everlasting father, establish your reign of justice and righteousness for ever. 

Lord, in your mercy 

All Hear our prayer. 

Rector Prince of peace, bring in the endless kingdom of your peace. 

Lord, in your mercy 

All Hear our prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Rector Let us commend all whom we love, or who have asked for our prayers, to 

the unfailing mercy of our heavenly Father, and say together, as Christ 
himself taught us: 

All Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



Hymn 

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” is led by the Choir of Christchurch Cathedral 
in Dublin, with Organist Judith Gannon. 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing: 
"Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic hosts proclaim: 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! the herald angels sing: 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 



Christ by highest Heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail the incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel 

Hark! the herald angels sing: 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 

Hail the Heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings 

Risen with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 

Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 

Hark! the herald angels sing: 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 



The Blessing 
Rector And may the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the 

perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the 
peace of the Christ child, be yours this Christmas. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, 
be with you and all those you love, this Christmas time and always. 

All Amen. 

Carol 

W J Kirkpatrick’s carol, “Away in a Manger”, is sung by the Choir of 
Christchurch Cathedral in Dublin with Organist Jeremy Blandford. 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there. 

Voluntary - A Christmas Fantasy 

The closing voluntary is played by the local organist Jonathan Scott, on the 
Marcussen Organ at Bridgewater Hall, Manchester. 

Thank you and a Merry Christmas 
Rector Dear friends: I hope that you have enjoyed this service of Nine Lessons and 

Carols, and that you are inwardly renewed and refreshed by the celebration 
of the birth of our saviour Jesus Christ. I pray that we can all meet up at the 
Priory again for next year's service. 

In the meantime, despite all that we have had to endure this year, we can 
all give thanks to God for his blessings at Christmas, knowing that his Son is 
indeed the light that “shineth in the darkness”. 

I wish you all a very blessed Christmas. 
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