
The Sung Eucharist of Ash Wednesday 

with Imposition of Ashes 

17th February 2021 at 7.00 pm 
 

 
 

Welcome to Bolton Priory 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent.  

As a sign both of penitence and of commitment to the Lent journey, it 
became common from the middle ages for Christians to be marked in ash 
with the sign of the cross on their foreheads. We follow this practice 
tonight. All who wish to do so are invited to come forward for ashing during 
the Liturgy of Penitence. 
 

We welcome all Christians who receive Holy Communion in their own 
Churches to do so at Bolton Priory. If you do not wish to receive Holy 
Communion, you are invited to come forward for a blessing 
  



  



The Order of Service 

Organ Voluntary 

Luca Raggi plays J.S. Bach’s Christe du Lamm Gottes (BWV 619) on the Schnitger 
Organ at St Michael's Church, Zwolle. 

Introit 

The Collegiate Church of St Mary Choir sings William Maher’s setting of Soul of 
my Saviour 

Lent Prose 

Rector Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against you. 

All Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against you. 

Rector To you, Redeemer, on your throne of glory: lift we our weeping eyes 
in holy pleadings: listen, O Jesu, to our supplications. 

All Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against you. 

Rector O thou chief Corner-stone, Right Hand of the Father: Way of 
Salvation, Gate of Life Celestial: cleanse thou our sinful souls from all 
defilement. 

All Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against you. 

Rector God, we implore you, in your glory seated: bow down and hearken 
to your weeping children: pity and pardon all our grievous trespasses. 

All Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against you. 

Rector Sins oft committed now we lay before you: with true contrition, now 
no more we veil them: grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution. 

All Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against you. 

Rector Innocent, captive, taken unresisting: falsely accused, and for us 
sinners sentenced, save us, we pray you, Jesu our Redeemer. 

All Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against you. 

  



Rector In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 

Greeting and Introduction 

Rector Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you. 

All and also with you.   

Rector Brothers and sisters in Christ, since early days Christians have 
observed with great devotion the time of our Lord's passion and 
resurrection and prepared for this by a season of penitence and 
fasting. By carefully keeping these days, Christians take to heart the 
call to repentance and the assurance of forgiveness proclaimed in the 
gospel, and so grow in faith and in devotion to our Lord. 

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance 
of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, 
and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God's holy word.  

Kyrie Eleison 

The Choir of Wakefield Cathedral sings John Ireland’s setting of the Kyrie Eleison 

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison. 
Christe eleison, Christe Eleison, Christe Eleison. 

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison. 

The Collect for Ash Wednesday 

Rector Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully. 

 Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast 
made, and dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent: create 
and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting 
our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, 
the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 

  



The Liturgy of the Word 

Reading 

The Old Testament reading is taken from the book of Joel Chapter 2 verses 12-17 
(KJV) 

Reader Therefore, also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your 
heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: and 
rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your 
God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. 

Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing 
behind him; even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD 
your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn 
assembly: gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the 
elders, gather the children, and those that suck on the breasts: let the 
bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. 

Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch 
and the altar, and let them say, “Spare thy people, O LORD, and give 
not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over 
them.” Wherefore should they say among the people, “Where is their 
God?” 

Let us wait upon the Lord; 
All in whose word is our hope. 

We keep silence together. 

Hymn 

The hymn Lord Jesus, think on me, is led by the Collegiate Church Choir of 
Warwick, and sung to the tune Southwell 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 
And purge away my sin; 

From harmful passions set me free, 
And make me pure within. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 
With care and woe oppressed; 
Let me thy loving servant be, 
And taste thy promised rest. 

  



Lord Jesus, think on me 
Amid the battle’s strife; 

In all my pain and misery 
Be thou my health and life. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 
That, when the flood is passed, 

I may the eternal brightness see, 
And share thy joy at last. 

Synesius of Cyrene, c 375 – 430 

The Holy Gospel 

The Holy Gospel is written in the 6th Chapter of the Gospel of St Matthew 
beginning at the 16th verse (KJV) 

Rector Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! The Lord is a great God. 
O that today you would listen to his voice. Harden not your hearts. 

All Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

Rector Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All Glory be to you, O Lord. 

Rector Moreover, when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad 
countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear 
unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, “They have their reward.” 

But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy 
face; that thou should appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy 
Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, 
shall reward thee openly. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Sermon - The Rector 

We keep silence together. 



The Liturgy of Penitence 

Self-Examination 

Rector  Let us now call to mind our sin and the infinite mercy of God. 
God the Father, 

All have mercy on us. 

Rector God the Son, 
All have mercy on us. 

Rector God the Holy Spirit, 
All have mercy on us. 

Rector Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, 
All have mercy on us. 

Rector From all evil and mischief; 
from pride, vanity, and hypocrisy; 
from envy, hatred, and malice; 
and from all evil intent, 

All good Lord, deliver us. 

Rector From sloth, worldliness, and love of money; 
from hardness of heart 
and contempt for your word and your laws, 

All good Lord, deliver us. 

Rector From sins of mind and body; 
from the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil, 

All good Lord, deliver us. 

Rector In all times of sorrow; in all times of joy; 
in the hour of death, and at the day of judgement, 

All good Lord, deliver us. 

Rector By the mystery of your holy incarnation; 
by your birth, childhood, and obedience; 
by your baptism, fasting, and temptation, 

All good Lord, deliver us. 

Rector By your ministry in word and work; 
by your mighty acts of power; 
and by your preaching of the kingdom, 

All good Lord, deliver us.   



Rector By your agony and trial; 
by your cross and passion; 
and by your precious death and burial, 

All good Lord, deliver us. 

Rector By your mighty resurrection; 
by your glorious ascension; 
and by your sending of the Holy Spirit, 

All good Lord, deliver us.  

Rector Give us true repentance; 
forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance 
and our deliberate sins; 
and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit 
to amend our lives according to your holy word. 

All Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 

We keep silence together. 

Confession 

Rector Make clean our hearts, O God; 
All and renew a right spirit within us. 

Alll Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in what we have thought, 
in what we have said and done, 
and the good we have not done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love, 
and marred your image in us. 
We are sorry and ashamed, 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and lead us out from darkness to walk as children of light.  
Amen.  

  



The Imposition of Ashes 

The ashes are held before the Rector. 

Rector Dear friends in Christ, I invite you to receive these ashes as a sign of 
the spirit of penitence with which we shall keep this season of Lent.  

Let us pray. 

God our Father, you create us from the dust of the earth: grant that 
these ashes may be for us a sign of our penitence and a symbol of our 
mortality; for it is by your grace alone that we receive eternal life in 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All Amen. 

Reciprocal imposition of ashes 

The Rector gives and receives the imposition of ashes, and the following 
words are spoken as the ashes are imposed: 

Rector Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ.  

All Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ.  

Choral work 

The choir sings the Taizé chant 'O Lord hear our prayer' during the Imposition of 
Ashes. These words are repeated three times. 

O Lord, hear my prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. 
When I call answer me. 

O Lord, hear my prayer. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. 
Come and listen to me 

  



Prayer 

After the Imposition of Ashes the Rector says this prayer: 

 Rector God our Father, the strength of all who put their trust in you, 
mercifully accept our prayers; and because, in our weakness, we can 
do nothing good without you, grant us the help of your grace, that in 
keeping your commandments we may please you, both in will and 
deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Rector Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us access to his grace. 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and also with you.  

Hymn 

The hymn Be Thou my Guardian and my Guide, is sung to the tune Abridge 

Be thou my guardian and my guide, 
And hear me when I call; 

Let not my weary footsteps slide, 
And hold me lest I fall. 

And if I tempted am to sin, 
And outward things are strong, 

Do thou, O Lord, keep watch within, 
And save my soul from wrong. 

Still let me ever watch and pray, 
And feel that I am frail; 

That if the tempter cross my way, 
Yet he may not prevail. 

Isaac Williams, 1802-1865 
  



The Eucharistic Prayer and Preface 

Rector And now we give you thanks, because he was tempted in every way, 
as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace, we are able to triumph over 
every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who 
died for us and rose again. 

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in all places 
 to give you thanks and praise, holy Father, heavenly King, almighty 
and eternal God, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

 And now we give you thanks, because you give us the spirit of 
discipline, that we may triumph over evil and grow in grace, as we 
prepare to celebrate the paschal mystery with mind and heart 
renewed. 

 Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising 
you and singing: 

Sanctus and Benedictus 

The choir of Wakefield Cathedral sings John Ireland’s setting of the Sanctus and 
Benedictus 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Amen. 

Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest. 
Amen. 

  



Prayers 

Rector Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and 
wine may be to us his body and blood; who, in the same night that 
he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”  

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection 
and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your kingdom, and 
with this bread and this cup we make the memorial of Christ your Son 
our Lord. 

Jesus Christ is Lord:  
All Lord, by your cross and resurrection  

 you have set us free.  
 You are the Saviour of the world. 

Rector Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks 
and praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence 
of your divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your 
love and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, 
Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

All Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 

  



The Lord’s Prayer 

Rector Lord Jesus, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
your kingdom come; your will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

Rector Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup  
All  we proclaim the Lord's death until his coming.  

Giving of Communion 

Rector Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in 
remembrance that Christ died and lives for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  

Agnus Dei 

The choir of Wakefield Cathedral sings Harold Darke’s setting of the Agnus Dei 

O Lamb of God, 
That takest away the sin of the world; 

Have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, 
That takest away the sin of the world; 

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, 
That takest away the sin of the world, 

Grant us thy peace. 



Anthem 

During the taking of Communion, Tewkesbury Abbey School Choir sings the 
anthem O Saviour of the world, with the music composed by John Goss. 

Prayer after Communion 

Rector Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us both a 
sacrifice for sin and also an example of godly life: give us grace that 
we may always most thankfully receive these his inestimable gifts, 
and also daily endeavour to follow the blessed steps of his most holy 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen.  
All God of our pilgrimage, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

Refresh and sustain us as we go forward on our journey, in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

Rector Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up 
your cross, and follow him; 

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

Hymn 

The hymn We sing the praise of him who died, sung to the tune Bow Brickhill, is 
led by the Norwich Cathedral Choir 

We sing the praise of him who died, 
Of him who died upon the cross; 
The sinner's hope let men deride; 

For this we count the world but loss. 

Inscribed upon the cross we see 
In shining letters, God is love: 

He bears our sins upon the tree: 
He brings us mercy from above. 

The cross: it takes our guilt away, 
It holds the fainting spirit up; 

It cheers with hope the gloomy day, 
And sweetens every bitter cup. 



It makes the coward spirit brave, 
And nerves the feeble arm for fight; 

It takes its terror from the grave, 
And gilds the bed of death with light. 

The balm of life, the cure of woe, 
The measure and the pledge of love, 

The sinner's refuge here below, 
The angel's theme in heaven above. 

Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855 

The Dismissal 

Rector Go in the peace of Christ. 
All  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

The Organ Voluntary 

Michel Chapuis plays J.S. Bach’s Fantasia in C minor (BWV 562) 
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