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In the Western Christian tradition, Palm Sunday, one week before Easter Day, marks 
the beginning of Holy Week.  

The Service is divided into two key components. The first is the procession with 
palms which represents Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  It is from this part 
of the service that the name “Palm Sunday” derives. The second part of the service 
is the solemn reading of the Passion from Mark’s Gospel. This reading reminds us 
that Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem ends with his crucifixion on Good Friday. 
The service helps to orientate us to the week ahead and prepare us for Christ’s 
crucifixion and, ultimately, joyful Resurrection on Easter Sunday.  

 
  



  



The Order of Service 

Organ Voluntary 

Haig Mardirosian plays Herzliebster Jesu (Chorale Preludes Op.post.122, no 2) by Johannes 
Brahms (1833-1897), on the Organ at the Church of the Ascension and St Agnes. 

Welcome 

Rector A very warm welcome to our Eucharist of Palm Sunday. Palm Sunday marks the 
beginning of Holy Week, and this service is divided into two key components. 
The first is the procession with palms, which represents Christ’s triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem. The second part of the service is the solemn reading of the 
passion from Mark's Gospel. This reading reminds us that Christ’s triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem ends with his crucifixion on Good Friday. 

Introit 

The Schola Cantorum of St Peter the Apostle of Chicago sings The children of the Hebrews, 
conducted by J Michael Thompson 

The Greeting 

Rector Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you. 

All And with thy spirit.  

Rector Brothers and Sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing, by works of 
love and self-sacrifice, for the celebration of our Lord's death and resurrection.  

Today we come together to begin this solemn celebration in union with the 
Church throughout the world. Christ enters his own city to complete his work 
as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us go with him in faith and 
love, so that, united with him in his sufferings, we may share his risen life. 

Prayer for the palms 

We hold our palms while the Rector says the following prayer 

Rector Let us pray. 

God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer 
and to die; by thy blessing, let these palms be for us signs of his victory and grant 
that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow 
him in the way that leads to eternal life; who is alive and reigns now and for 
ever.  

All  Amen.  



The Palm Gospel: Mark 11. 1-11 

Rector Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Rector When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, 

“Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find 
tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says 
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send 
it back here immediately.’” 

They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they 
were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, 
untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them 
to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and 
he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread 
leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and 
those who followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is 
the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the 
twelve. 

Rector This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

Rector Let us go forth, praising Jesus our Messiah.  

Hymn 129 

We sing the hymn, Ride on, ride on, in majesty, to the tune Winchester New, led by the 
Choir of King’s College, Cambridge. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty!  
Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry,  

Thy humble beast pursues his road  
With palms and scattered garments strowed.  

Ride on, ride on in majesty!  
The winged squadrons of the sky 

Look down with sad and wondering eyes  
To see the approaching sacrifice.  

  



Ride on, ride on in majesty!  
Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh;  
The Father on his sapphire throne  

Awaits his own anointed Son.  

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

Bow thy meek head to mortal pain,  
Then take, O God, thy power and reign. 

Henry Milman, 1791-1868, alt 

The Collect for Palm Sunday 

Rector Let us pray for a closer union with Christ in his suffering, and in his glory. 

We keep a time of silence. 

Rector Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards mankind, hast 
sent thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer 
death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow the example of his great 
humility: mercifully grant, that we may both follow the example of his patience, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Reading: Philippians 2. 5-11 

Reader The Epistle is taken from St Paul’s letter to the Philippians, chapter 2 beginning 
at the fifth verse. 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and 
became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. 

Therefore, God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

  



Hymn 128 

We sing the gradual hymn, All glory, laud and honour, to the tune St Theodulph, written 
by J S Bach (1685-1750), led by the Choir of King’s College Cambridge, conducted by Stephen 
Cleobury with Richard Farnes on the Organ. 

All glory, laud and honour 
To thee, Redeemer, King, 

To whom the lips of children 
Made sweet hosannas ring. 

Thou art the King of Israel, 
Thou David’s royal Son, 

Who in the Lord’s name comest, 
The King and blessed One. 

All glory, laud and honour 
To thee, Redeemer, King, 

To whom the lips of children 
Made sweet hosannas ring. 

The people of the Hebrews 
With palms before thee went; 

Our praise and prayer and anthems 
Before thee we present. 

All glory, laud and honour 
To thee, Redeemer, King, 

To whom the lips of children 
Made sweet hosannas ring. 

Thou didst accept their praises; 
Accept the prayers we bring, 
Who in all good delightest, 

Thou good and gracious King. 

All glory, laud and honour 
To thee, Redeemer, King, 

To whom the lips of children 
Made sweet hosannas ring. 

St Theodulph of Orleans, (d. 821) 
  



The Passion Reading: Mark 15. 1-39 

Evangelist  The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders 
and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed 
him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him,  

Pilate “Are you the King of the Jews?”  
Evangelist He answered him,  
Jesus “You say so.”  
Evangelist Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, 
Pilate “Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.”  
Evangelist But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.  

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom 
they asked.  Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had 
committed murder during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to 
ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then he answered them,  

Pilate  “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?”  
Evangelist For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him 

over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for 
them instead. Pilate spoke to them again,  

Pilate “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?”  
Evangelist They shouted back,  
Crowd “Crucify him!” 
Evangelist Pilate asked them,  
Pilate  Why, what evil has he done?”  
Evangelist  But they shouted all the more,  
Crowd “Crucify him!”  
Evangelist So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after 

flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.  Then the soldiers led him 
into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters), and they 
called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and 
after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began 
saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They struck his head with a reed, spat 
upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped 
him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out 
to crucify him.  

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his 
cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they 



brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 
And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they 
crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what 
each should take.  

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of 
the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified 
two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided 
him, shaking their heads and saying,  

Passers-by “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
yourself, and come down from the cross.” 

Evangelist In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him 
among themselves and saying,  

Priests “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, 
come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.”  

Evangelist  Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.  

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 

  “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”, which means, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me? ” 

 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 
And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it 
to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him 
down.” Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who 
stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this 
man was God’s Son!”  

We keep a time of silence.  

  



The Creed 

Rector Let us proclaim our faith in God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
All  I believe in one God the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things 
visible and invisible:  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds. 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man, 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 
And he shall come again with glory 
to judge both the quick and the dead: 
whose kingdom shall have no end.      
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshipped and glorified, 
who spake by the prophets. 
And I believe one catholic and apostolic Church. 
I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. 
And I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

  



The Sermon 

The Sermon is presented by the Rector. 

Hymn 112 

We sing the offertory hymn, My song is love unknown, to the tune Love Unknown, written 
by John Ireland (1879-1962), led by the Choir of King’s College Cambridge, conducted by 
Stephen Cleobury with Thomas Williamson on the Organ. 

Rector All things come of thee, and of thine own do we give thee. 
 

My song is love unknown, 
My Saviour’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown 
That they might lovely be. 

O who am I that for my sake 
My Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

Sometimes they strew his way, 
And his sweet praises sing, 

Resounding all the day  
Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” is all their breath, 
And for his death they thirst and cry. 

Here might I stay and sing, 
No story so divine: 

Never was love, dear King, 
Never was grief like thine. 

This is my friend, in whose sweet praise 
I all my days could gladly spend. 

Samuel Crossman (1624-1683) 

The Intercession 

Rector Let us pray 

 Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church militant here in earth.  

Almighty and ever-living God, who by thy holy apostle hast taught us to make 
prayers and supplications, and to give thanks, for all men: we humbly beseech 
thee most mercifully to accept our alms and oblations, and to receive these our 
prayers, which we offer unto thy divine majesty; beseeching thee to inspire 
continually the universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord: and 
grant, that all they that do confess thy holy name may agree in the truth of thy 
holy word, and live in unity and godly love. 



We beseech thee also to save and defend all Christian kings, princes and 
governors; and specially thy servant Elizabeth our Queen, that under her we 
may be godly and quietly governed: and grant unto her whole Council, and to 
all that are put in authority under her, that they may truly and impartially 
minister justice, to the punishment of wickedness and vice, and to the 
maintenance of thy true religion and virtue. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops, priests and deacons, that they may 
both by their life and doctrine set forth thy true and lively word, and rightly and 
duly administer thy holy sacraments: and to all thy people give thy heavenly 
grace; and specially to this congregation here present; that, with meek heart 
and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy word; truly serving thee 
in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 

And we most humbly beseech thee of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and 
succour all them, who in this transitory life are in trouble, sorrow, need, 
sickness, or any other kind of adversity. 

And we also bless thy holy name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith 
and fear; beseeching thee to give us grace so to follow their good examples, 
that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 

Grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only mediator and advocate. 
All Amen. 

Invitation to Confession  

Rector Ye that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity 
with your neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, following the 
commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: draw 
near with faith, and take this holy sacrament to your comfort; and make your 
humble confession to almighty God, meekly kneeling upon your knees.  

Confession 

Rector And we say together: 
All Almighty God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
we acknowledge and bewail 
our manifold sins and wickedness, 
which we, from time to time, 
most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word and deed, 
against thy divine majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.  



We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us; 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honour and glory of thy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

Absolution 

Rector Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 
forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn 
unto him: have mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your sins; 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen 

The Comfortable Words 

Rector Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all that truly turn to 
him: 

“Come unto me, all that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.” 
(Matthew 11.28) 

“God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all 
that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3.16) 

Hear also what Saint Paul saith: 

“This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.” (1 Timothy 1.15) 

Hear also what Saint John saith: 

“If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 
and he is the propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 2.1,2) 

  



The Preface 

Rector The Lord be with you. 
All   and with thy spirit. 
Rector  Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Rector  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
All   It is meet and right so to do.   

Rector It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in 
all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

And therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee, and singing: 

Sanctus and Benedictus 

The Choir of Wakefield Cathedral sings John Ireland’s setting of the Sanctus and 
Benedictus, conducted by Jonathan Bielby with Keith Wright on the Organ. 

The Prayer of Humble Access 

Rector And we say together. 
All  We do not presume 

to come to this thy table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in thy manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy table. 
But thou art the same Lord, 
whose property is always to have mercy: 
grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, 
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 

  



The Prayer of Consecration  

Rector Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy didst give thine 
only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who 
made there (by his one oblation of himself once offered) a full, perfect and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world; and 
did institute, and in his holy gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 
memory of that his precious death, until his coming again. 

Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we 
receiving these thy creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, 
may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood: who, in the same night 
that he was betrayed, took bread; and, when he had given thanks, he brake it, 
and he gave it to his disciples, saying, 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: do this in remembrance 
of me.” 

A bell is rung three times. 

Likewise, after supper he took the cup; and, when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, saying, 

“Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for 
you and for many for the remission of sins: do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

All  Amen. 

A bell is rung three times. 

The Invitation 

Rector Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave 
for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance 
that he died and lives for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving. 

Agnus Dei 

The Choir of Wakefield Cathedral sings Harold Darke’s setting of the Agnus Dei, 
conducted by Jonathan Bielby with Keith Wright on the Organ. 



Anthems 

The Azusa Pacific University Choir of Los Angeles sings Holy, holy, holy by Franz Schubert 
(1797 -1828), with the Concertante Ensemble of London, conducted by Dr Gary Bonner. 

The Nelson Arion Male Voice Choir at Barrowford, Lancashire, sings Richard de Castre’s 
Prayer to Jesus by Richard R Terry (1865-1938), conducted by Frank Smith. 

The Choir of Trinity College Choir, Cambridge, sings Deck thyself, my soul with 
gladness by Johann Cruger (1598-1662), conducted by Richard Marlow. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Rector As our Saviour Christ hath commanded and taught us, we are bold to say 
together: 

All Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 

Prayer after Communion 

The Rector says the Prayer of Oblation 

Rector O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy humble servants entirely desire thy fatherly 
goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most 
humbly beseeching thee to grant, that by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole Church may obtain 
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. And here we offer 
and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and our bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy and lively sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee, that all 
we, who are partakers of this holy communion, may be fulfilled with thy grace 
and heavenly benediction. And although we be unworthy, through our 
manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept 
this our bounden duty and service; not weighing our merits, but pardoning our 
offences, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, in the unity 



of the Holy Ghost, all honour and glory be unto thee, O Father almighty, world 
without end. 

All Amen. 

The Blessing 

Rector Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for faith, a firm 
support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven; and the blessing of God 
almighty the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be amongst you and remain 
with you always. 

All Amen. 

Hymn 123 

We sing the hymn, There is a green hill far away, to the tune Horsley, written by William 
Horsley (1774-1858), led by the Choir of King’s College Cambridge. 

There is a green hill far away, 
Without a city wall, 

Where our dear Lord was crucified 
Who died to save us all. 

We may not know, we cannot tell 
What pains he had to bear, 
But we believe it was for us 
He hung and suffered there. 

He died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us good, 

That we might go at last to heaven, 
Saved by his precious blood. 

There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin, 

He only could unlock the gate 
Of heaven, and let us in. 

O dearly, dearly has he loved! 
And we must love him too, 

And trust in his redeeming blood, 
And try his works to do. 

C F Alexander 1818-1895 
  



The Dismissal 

Rector The Lord be with you. 
All  And with thy spirit. 
Rector  Let us bless the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
Rector  May the souls of all the departed rest in peace, 
All  and rise in glory. Amen. 

The Organ Voluntary 

Wolfgang Zerer plays Valet will ich dir geben BWV 736 by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-
1750), on the Flentrop 2013 Organ at St. Catherine's Church, Hamburg. 



  



  



 
 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, and Common 
Worship: Times and Seasons, material from both of which is included in this service, 
are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006 respectively. 

Contact details 

The Priory Church of St Mary and St Cuthbert, 
Bolton Abbey 
Skipton 
North Yorkshire BD23 6AL 
 

Rector The Revd Lt Col Nicholas Mercer 
Telephone 01756 710 238  
Email office@boltonpriory.org.uk  
Website http://www.boltonpriory.org.uk 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/boltonpriory.uk 
 


