
 

The Sung Eucharist 
of Maundy Thursday 
1st April 2021, 7.00 pm 

 
 

Welcome to Bolton Priory 

Maundy Thursday marks the beginning of the Easter Triduum, the Great Three Days 
which commemorate the events of the Last Supper, the Crucifixion and the 
Resurrection. 

The Liturgy for this evening recalls Jesus’s washing of his disciples’ feet, his institution 
of the Eucharist and his withdrawal to the Garden of Gethsemane for a time of prayer 
before his arrest and trial. 

The Watch of the Passion will take place immediately after the Eucharist. At the 
beginning and end of the Watch we hear sections of Matthew’s account of the final 
night of Jesus’ life, which culminates with St Peter’s third and final denial of Jesus 
during his trial. 



  



The Order of Service 

Organ Voluntary 

James Turner plays Choral Dorien (“Deux Chorals”) by Jehan Alain (1911-1940), on the 
Casavant/Walker Technical/Peragallo hybrid organ at St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, 
Armonk, New York. 

Hymn 

The hymn Great God, your love has called us here, is led by a Choir from Portland Oregon, 
conducted by Michael Joncas. 

Great God, your love has called us here 
As we, by love, for love were made. 

Your living likeness still we bear, 
Though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed. 

We come, with all our heart and mind, 
Your call to hear, your love to find. 

Great God, in Christ you call our name 
And then receive us as your own 

Not through some merit, right, or claim, 
But by your gracious love alone. 

We strain to glimpse your mercy seat 
And find you kneeling at our feet. 

We come with self-inflicted pains 
Of broken trust and chosen wrong; 

Half-free, half-bound by inner chains; 
By social forces swept along, 

By powers and systems close confined; 
Yet seeking hope for humankind. 

Then take the towel, and break the bread, 
And humble us, and call us friends. 

Suffer and serve till all are fed, 
And show how grandly love intends 

To work till all creation sings, 
To fill all worlds, to crown all things. 

Great God, in Christ you set us free, 
Your life to live, your joy to share. 

Give us your Spirit's liberty 
To turn from guilt and dull despair 

And offer all that faith can do 
While love is making all things new, 
While love is making all things new. 

Brian Wren, b.1936 

The Greeting 

Rector In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All  Amen. 

Rector The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you. 

All and also with you. 



The Welcome  

Rector A very warm welcome to our Sung Eucharist of Maundy Thursday. Today marks 
the beginning of the last three days of our Lord, and the liturgy this evening 
recalls Jesus washing his disciples’ feet, the institution of the Eucharist, and 
Christ’s withdrawal to the Garden of Gethsemane. 

At the end of the service, the altar will be stripped bare, and we will then keep 
watch with our Lord, recalling that night from the Gospel of Matthew. 

The Prayers of Penitence 

Rector Our Lord Jesus Christ says: “If you love me, keep my commandments. Unless I 
wash you, you have no part in me.” Let us confess to almighty God our sins 
against his love, and ask him to cleanse us by his forgiveness. 

We keep a period of Silence for reflection. 

Rector Have mercy on us, O God, in your great goodness; according to the abundance 
of your compassion blot out our offences. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 

Rector Against you only have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 
Christ, have mercy. 

All  Christ, have mercy. 

Rector Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean; wash us and we shall be whiter 
than snow. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 

Rector Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon 
and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

The Choir of Wakefield Cathedral sings the Harold Darke’s Gloria in F, conducted by 
Jonathan Bielby with Keith Wright on the Organ. 

The Collect for Maundy Thursday 

Rector Let us pray that we may love one another as Christ has loved us. 

 God our Father, you have invited us to share in the supper which your Son gave 
to his Church to proclaim his death until he comes: may he nourish us by his 



presence, and unite us in his love; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

The New Testament reading is taken from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians, 
chapter 11, verses 23 to 26 

Reader For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, 

“This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, 

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. “ 

Reader Let us wait upon the Lord; 
All  in whose word is our hope. 

We keep a period of Silence together 

Hymn 

The hymn Love is his word, love is his way, sung to the tune Cresswell, is led by the Choir 
of Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral, conducted by Christopher McElroy. 

Love is his word, love is his way, 
Feasting with all, fasting alone, 
Living and dying, rising again, 

Love, only love, is his way. 
Richer than gold is the love of my Lord: 

Better than splendour and wealth. 

Love is his name, love is his law, 
Hear the command, all who are his, 

‘Love one another, I have loved you.’ 
Love, only love, is his law. 

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord: 
Better than splendour and wealth. 

Love is his way, love is his mark, 
Sharing his last Passover feast, 

Christ at the table, host to the twelve, 
Love, only love, is his mark. 

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord: 
Better than splendour and wealth. 

Love is his law, love is his word: 
Love of the Lord, Father and Word, 

Love of the Spirit, God ever one, 
Love, only love, is his word. 

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord: 
Better than splendour and wealth. 

Luke Connaughton, 1917-1979 



The Gospel 

The Gospel is read from St John, chapter 13, verses 1 to 17 and 31b to 35 

Rector Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. I give you a new commandment, 
says the Lord: Love one another as I have loved you. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

Rector Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord.    

Rector Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart 
of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray him. 

And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the 
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with 
the towel that was tied around him. 

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you 
will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to 
him, “Lord, not my feet but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, 
“One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is entirely 
clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray 
him; for this reason, he said, “Not all of you are clean.”  

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the 
table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me 
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So, if I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For 
I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very 
truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers 
greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed 
if you do them.  

And when he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, 
and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also 
glorify in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only 
a little longer. You will look for me; as I said to the Jews so now, I say to you, 
Where I am going, you cannot come. I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By 



this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Sermon 

The Rector presents the Sermon 

After the sermon we keep a time of Silence together. 

The Washing of Feet 

A reading from the Gospel of St John, chapter 13, verses 3 to 5. 

Rector During supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the 
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to 
wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 

Choir 

During the washing of feet, a Choir sings, O Lord hear my prayer. 

Prayer 

Rector Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our 
brothers and sisters we do also for you. Give us the will to be the servant of 
others as you were the servant of all, and gave up your life and died for us, but 
are alive and reign, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Rector In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father through Christ the Saviour of 
the world. For the Church throughout the world: that through our faithful 
observance of these holy days, we may be formed more truly into the likeness 
of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
O God of Life, we pray to you.  

All  Graciously hear us, O God.    

Rector For peace in our world: that the grace of Christ's death and resurrection may 
lead to the reconciliation of nations, tribes and peoples: 
O God of Life, we pray to you.  

All  Graciously hear us, O God.      



Rector For the sick: that they may be healed, strengthened, and encouraged through 
our prayers: 
O God of Life, we pray to you.  

All  Graciously hear us, O God.   
For the poor of the world: that we may respond generously  
to meet their needs: 
O God of Life, we pray to you.  

All  Graciously hear us, O God.   

Rector For all those soon to be baptized and confirmed: that they may respond with 
full hearts to the love of God: 
O God of Life, we pray to you.  

All  Graciously hear us, O God.   

Rector Merciful God, you have called us each into your presence and, through the 
power of your Holy Spirit, have made of us the Body of Christ, the people of 
God. As we journey through these holy days, help us always to be your grateful 
and faithful people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Rector Jesus says: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Do not let your hearts 
be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All  and also with you. 

Hymn 

The Hymn O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray, sung to the tune Song 1, is led by the 
Choir of York Minster, conducted by Philip Moore, with John Scott Whiteley on the Organ. 

O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray 
That all thy Church might be forever one, 

Grant us at every Eucharist to say 
With longing heart and soul, "Thy will be done." 

O may we all one Bread, one Body be, 
Unto this Sacrament of Unity. 

For all thy Church, O Lord, we intercede; 
Make thou our sad divisions soon to cease; 
Draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 
By drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace; 
Thus may we all one Bread, one Body be, 

Unto this Sacrament of Unity. 

  



We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold; 
O bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep, 

Back to the faith which saints believed of old, 
Back to the Church which still that faith doth keep; 

Soon may we all one Bread, one Body be, 
Unto this Sacrament of Unity. 

So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease, 
May we be one with all thy Church above, 

One with thy saints in one unbroken peace, 
One with thy saints in one unbounded love; 
More blessed still, in peace and love to be 

One with the Trinity in Unity. 

William Turton (1856-1938) 

The Eucharistic Prayer  

Rector The Lord be with you. 
All   and with thy spirit. 

Rector Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Rector  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
All  It is meet and right so to do.   

Rector It is indeed meet and right to give you thanks, Father most holy, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. For on this night he girded himself with a towel and, taking the 
form of a servant, washed the feet of his disciples. 

He gave us a new commandment that we should love one another as he has 
loved us. Knowing that his hour had come, in his great love he gave this supper 
to his disciples to be a memorial of his passion, that we might proclaim his death 
until he comes again, and feast with him in his kingdom. 

Therefore, earth unites with heaven to sing a new song of praise; we too join 
with angels and archangels as they proclaim your glory without end. 

Sanctus and Benedictus 

The Choir of Wakefield Cathedral sings John Ireland’s setting of the Sanctus and 
Benedictus conducted by Jonathan Bielby, with Keith Wright on the Organ. 

  



Prayer 

Rector Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power 
of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread 
and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, 
in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of 
me.” 

A bell is rung. 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it 
to them, saying: 

“Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

A bell is rung. 

Rector Christ is the bread of life: 
All  When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory. 

Rector And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made 
once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and 
glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this 
memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before 
you this bread and this cup, and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand 
in your presence and serve you. Send the Holy Spirit on your people, and gather 
into one in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, 
in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Cuthbert, and all the saints, may 
praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with 
whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be 
yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

All  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Rector Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 



thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

Rector Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
All we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Giving of Communion 

Rector Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are those 
who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

Agnus Dei 

The Choir of St Edmundsbury Cathedral, Bury St Edmunds sings Harold Darke’s setting of 
the Agnus Dei, conducted by Paul Trepte, with Mervyn Cousins on the Organ. 

Anthem 

The Cambridge Singers sing the Anthem O Sacrum Convivium, composed by Olivier 
Messiaen (1908-1992), and conducted by John Rutter. 

Prayer after Communion 

Rector  Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament, you have 
given us the memorial of your passion: grant us so to reverence the sacred 
mysteries of your body and blood, that we may know within ourselves and 
show forth in our lives the fruit of your redemption, for you are alive and reign, 
now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 



The Procession to the Altar of Repose and the Stripping of the Sanctuary. 

Rector When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives, and Jesus 
began to be sorrowful and troubled. 

Hymn 

The hymn Now my tongue, the mystery telling, sung to the tune Grafton, is led by the Choir 
of Sydney Sussex College, Cambridge, conducted by David Skinner, with Jamal Sutton on 
the Organ. 

Now, my tongue, the mystery telling 
Of the glorious body sing, 

And the blood, all price excelling, 
Which the gentiles? Lord and King, 
In a virgin's womb once dwelling, 
Shed for this world's ransoming. 

That last night, at supper lying, 
'Mid the twelve, his chosen band, 

Jesus, with the law complying, 
Keeps the feast its rites demand; 

Then, more precious food supplying, 
Gives himself with his own hand. 

Given for us, and condescending, 
To be born for us below, 

he, with men in converse blending, 
Dwelt the seed of truth to sow, 

Till he closed with wondrous ending 
His most patient life of woe. 

Glory let us give, and blessing 
to the Father, and the Son, 

honour, might and praise addressing, 
while eternal ages run; 

ever too his love confessing, 
who from both with both is one. 

St Thomas Aquinas, (1227-1274) 

The Watch 

When all have gathered for the Watch the first part of the Gospel of the Watch is read, St 
Matthew chapter 26, verses 30 to 56. 

Reader When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then 
Jesus said to them, 

“You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written, I will 
strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered. But after I am 
raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 

Peter said to him, “Though all become deserters because of you, I will never 
desert you.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock 
crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even though I must 
die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his 
disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took with him Peter and 
the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said 
to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with 
me.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My 



Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what 
you want.” 

Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, 
“So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you 
may not come into the time of trial? The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” 

Again, he went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot 
pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again, he came and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So, leaving them again, he went away and 
prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples 
and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at 
hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us 
be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a 
large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the 
people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is 
the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” 
and kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then 
they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. 

Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck 
the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your 
sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 
Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me 
more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the scriptures be 
fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the 
crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I 
were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest 
me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be 
fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 

Between We keep a period of Silence between the Gospel readings. 

A Gospel reading 

At the conclusion of the Watch the following is read from the Gospel of St Matthew, 
chapter 26, verses 57 to 75. 

Rector Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose 
house the scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter was following him at 
a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he sat 
with the guards in order to see how this would end. 



Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony 
against Jesus, so that they might put him to death, but they found none, though 
many false witnesses came forward. At least two came forward and said, “This 
fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days. 
“The high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they 
testify against you?” But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put 
you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will 
see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds 
of heaven.”  

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we 
still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?” 
They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spat in his face and struck him; 
and some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that 
struck you?” 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and 
said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before all of them, 
saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” When he went out to the 
porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man 
was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again, he denied it with an oath, “I do not know 
the man.” After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, 
“Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he 
began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that 
moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: 
“Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and 
wept bitterly. 

Prayer 

Rector Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the 
cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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