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          MISSION 
A community seeking to live well with God,  

gathered around Jesus Christ in prayer and fellowship,  
and committed to welcome, worship and witness.  

 
The Church Office 

Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL 
01756 710587 

office@boltonpriory.org.uk 
The Rector 

The Rectory, Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23  

rector@boltonpriory.org.uk 
Website 

www.boltonpriory.church 
 

 

The Tower of Bolton Priory is open for private prayer from 09.00 to 
17.00 every day. Everyone is most welcome to come and say a prayer 
and light a candle. Access is restricted to the Tower, and we ask that 
no more than one individual or family group enters at one time.  

 
WEDDINGS and FUNERALS :  

By arrangement via the Church Office   
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                 Issue Number 479 
                      March 2021   
   

From Revd Nicholas Mercer 

Lent 2021 

It has been very reassuring to see how many members of the 
congregation have joined us each Sunday online during the past year 
of lockdowns. Indeed, in the past couple of months, it appears that 
our congregation has grown by approximately 25%. Online worship 
heralds a new age for the Church. At the same time, no less than 46 
people listened to the Ash Wednesday Service which marked the 
beginning of Lent. 
Although the period of Lent has traditionally been referred to as 
‘forty days and forty nights’, in fact the season is longer and also 
depends on how the days are counted. Furthermore, it can vary from 
one Christian Communion to another. Whatever the methods of 
calculation, it is generally accepted that Lent lasts from Ash 
Wednesday, 17 February, to the evening of Maundy Thursday, 
01 April. Put another way, when you read this message at the 
beginning of March, we still have another month of Lent to go. 
Ash Wednesday is so named because we remind ourselves of our 
mortality by the imposition of ashes. We recall that ‘from dust we 
come and to dust we will return’. Although we should be daily aware 
of our mortality, the frailty of human life has been so apparent to us 
all in the year of the pandemic. We have lost nearly twice as many 
people to COVID in one year as America lost in the entire Vietnam 
War. This reminder of our mortality should also prompt us into self-
reflection and then to penitence. We all need to recall our sinfulness 
and seek to make amends before Almighty God, lest we too should 
die. However, Lent is also a preparation for Easter. Despite the 
darkness of Lent, we are all in fact preparing ourselves, consciously or 
unconsciously, for Easter Day. 
So may we all travel safely and cautiously through this month, 
reminding ourselves that, in the midst of the wilderness, we are all 
being prepared for new life. Life in the light of the risen Christ. 
 
Nicholas 
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RICHARD BULL 
Born in Taunton, Richard came to Addingham via Taunton School, 
then Cardiff, where he studied architecture, National Service at RAF 
Cranwell, where he masterminded timetables for the staff, private 
practice in Dartmouth, before finally settling down with Lloyds Bank 
Architects’ department in their offices in Exeter, Bristol and London. 
As a countryman, the latter move was not appreciated but the blow 
was softened by the promise of taking over in Leeds and also 
managing offices in Newcastle and Manchester. A colleague 
remembers Richard as jovial and good fun and ‘great to have on your 
side in the tea break quiz’. (He always liked to win). 
He first came to the Priory in 1984 for the annual Bank Service and 
joined the choir towards the end of Canon Slaughter’s incumbency. 
Revd Roland Hirst then asked him to take over the Works 
Committee. He soon became acquainted with the Priory’s history. 
Before the days of Health and Safety, he enjoyed inspecting the lead 
work and the lightning conductor system on the roof; trapping 
rabbits under the floor who were causing damage to the loop 
system; supervising scaffolding and repointing to the East Wall. He 
also organised a matching glass door for the West Front after gale 
damage.  Dropping the flagpole to replace the rope and the regular 
replacement of the flag requires a head for heights as does the 
checking of the gutters and down pipes. Matt recalls cutting the 
grass in the Churchyard with Richard careering round on a mower, 
often with young Howard Blackburn having a go.  Margaret Young, 
on her hands and knees trimming the edges of the grass with a pair 
of hand sheep sheers while Chris Davidson barrowed 20 tons of 
gravel to spread on graves to suppress the nettles they had cleared. 
Roosting bats were an ongoing problem.  A roof was designed over 
the open organ pipes after a dead bat was found at the bottom of a 
pipe. All rewarding and enjoyable experiences. Richard also served 
three terms as Churchwarden with three different rectors, Roland 
Hirst, John Ward and George Moffatt. All were fine servants of God. 
Throughout his life, Richard enjoyed singing in church choirs, 
bellringing, sailing, gliding, hiking , playing rugby and hockey. His 
very favourite thing was bird watching, even going to Morocco to 
search for a rare slender billed curlew, but to him  there was no 
better place on earth than being in Strid Wood for the dawn chorus. 
He seldom went anywhere without his trusty binoculars and much  
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thumbed bird book.  
We shared a love of music.  His retirement from the Bank coincided 
with a weekend at the South Bank Centre to hear performances of all 
the music written by Mozart during his last year under the direction 
of Roger Norrington. A real feast. 
Richard threw himself into the Bolton Abbey pantomimes in the 
Village Hall and the Priory Pageants. We met when I joined the Priory 
walking group. This involved pub lunches and he cleared up my 
chocolate gateau. Ever practical, he offered to bring tile samples for 
my new kitchen. He fixed them to the wall as well! Roland Hirst 
assisted at our marriage in St Peter’s Methodist Church, Cross Hills in 
1988. From then on we have worshipped together at the Priory. 
Together with my son and daughter, we regularly went south to visit 
Richard’s daughter and two sons. We now have five very grown up 
children. All contributed at the service of Thanksgiving and 
Celebration for Richard’s life, attended by their spouses and all eleven 
grandchildren.  
We love and miss him. We have shared a vast quantity of lovely 
experiences. As a family we can cherish the memories. Richard was 
received into God’s care, quietly and peacefully on a day of glorious 
sunshine. We rejoice in his life that touched and influenced so many. 
We are all on a journey. Vaughan Williams’ Songs of Travel tell us to 
‘live and love and close the door’. God bless him. 

Jean Bull 
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PCC MEETING 26 JANUARY 2021  
We had a Zoom meeting, facilitated by Paul Middleton. Technology has 
thankfully enabled us to continue with our committee work.  
The financial statement and management accounts were of primary 
concern. The financial implication during the present lockdown is worrying 
as the pandemic continues. Hopefully, as the vaccination roll out continues, 
and we move into summer, church services, weddings, funerals and 
christenings will re-commence and we will ‘bounce back better’ as we all 
begin to resume ‘normal’ life again.  
The annual PAT testing along with the external fencing - around the heating 
apparatus - have been completed. In addition, the feedback from the 
heating in the December services has been very favourable.    
The environmental impact for the Church remains important and bird 
houses have to be installed in the graveyard. The move away from fossil fuel 
to a renewable tariff for the under-pew heating will greatly increase our 
green credentials. 
Safeguarding and risk assessments are an important part of our church life, 
and especially in this current situation. We now listen to science in such 
detail, and never has the science had such an impact on all our lives.  
As with all epidemics, they make us move forward, and this one has been no 
exception. Streaming  for church services including crematoriums has been 
a vital part of our society in the last year. Online services have enabled us to 
participate in Church life whilst the buildings have remained empty and 
silent. The need for continuing this, to enable streaming future services, was 
considered along with an online shopping facility. We discussed the Vestry 
project, looking at how we will fund the Priory in the years to come, and 
how the building and visitors can contribute to the life and work of this 
historic building set in such beautiful surroundings.  
The Covid Recovery Fund was discussed. Grants have been applied for and 
we await decisions. 
The 2020 Club and reaching out to the Parish Community is an important 
part of the Church work which the Priory would like to develop. The 2020 
Club was an attempt to alleviate loneliness in this rural community. The 
feedback has been good and many phone calls were made as people 
reached out to help each other.  
We look forward to the year ahead and we remain committed to looking 
after our remarkable Priory, and the people we meet in it. 
It only remains for me to thank you, the congregation and visitors, on behalf 
of the Rector and PCC for your support and hard work during this 
unprecedented year.  Keep safe everyone. 
The next PCC  meeting will be held on 09 March, 2021.   

Kate Templeton, PCC Secretary 



9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      
 

10 

 



11 

 

  
 

 

 

 

RE-OPENING OF THE PRIORY 
Following the Government’s announcement last week regarding the 
cautious unlocking of society, Bolton Priory will re-open for worship 
at the beginning of Holy Week on the 28 March. Our first service will 
be Palm Sunday when we remember our Lord’s triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. 

The Holy Week services in church are as follows: 
MARCH 
28 Sunday   10.30     The Eucharist of Palm Sunday 
APRIL 
04 Sunday   10.30   The Eucharist of Easter Day 

These services will also be online. 
 
APRIL       ONLINE ONLY SERVICES 
01 Thursday  19.00    Sung Eucharist and Vigil  
02 Friday   12.00    The Three Hours Devotion  
04 Sunday  09.15   Liquid Worship  

There will be a service of Holy Communion in Church each Sunday at 
10.30 thereafter and restrictions will be lifted as and when it is safe to 
do so and, as directed by the Diocese. 

Please note that, at the time of going to press, there are no further 
guidelines on social distancing, masks, singing and the distribution of 
the elements at Holy Communion. Therefore all current restrictions 
remain in place until further notice. Services will be limited to 30 
people and communicants are requested to book in advance through 
Margaret Cody. 01756 710587  office@boltonpriory.org.uk 
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LOVE IN A TIME OF COVID 
It has been, in the words of the Chief Executive of the NHS, a year 
that few will wish to remember and none will be able to forget. The 
numbers are chilling - at the time of writing over 100.000 deaths so 
far in the UK alone. And so many more worldwide. We have been 
subjected to a frightening taste of what it must have been like to live 
through the great Influenza pandemic that swept the globe at the end 
of the First World War. Bad as things have been, this time at least we 
have been so much better equipped through modern science and 
technology to fight back relatively quickly, and certainly more 
effectively. Thanks to the ingenuity of universities, research labs and 
pharmaceutical companies worldwide we can at least begin to look 
forward now to a time when mass vaccination will eventually prevent 
most of this awful disease burden. And also this time we have the 
staff in our incomparable National Health Service rapidly developing 
better and better treatments for those with severe and life-
threatening Covid complications. 
I spent the first half of my professional career as a healthcare 
professional working in the NHS, and the latter half at the University 
of Leeds leading the university's education and training of nurses, 
midwives, radiographers, radiotherapists, ultrasonographers, 
pharmacists, biomedical scientists, physiotherapists and others. 
Working with our colleagues in the medical school we graduated each 
year thousands of skilled and dedicated healthcare professionals to 
serve in the NHS. If you ever asked our students why they were there 
they would almost always reply with some version of ‘because I 
wanted to care for people’. Each year at graduation ceremonies we 
would listen as the newly qualifying doctors recited together the 
Hippocratic Oath, and the moment never failed to move us reminding 
so powerfully as it does that we work with people not ‘cases’, while 
calling us to the highest ethical standards and commitment. It never 
crossed our minds then of course that by the time those graduating 
students in front of us had reached the pinnacle years of their 
professional practice they would be on the front line of the greatest 
challenge ever faced by the NHS, almost overwhelming it. 
Delivering today's healthcare requires a staggering array of highly 
specialist roles among its healthcare professionals. The knowledge, 
skills and experience required in each role are constantly expanding 
and changing as the medical sciences draw on latest research to  

mailto:office@boltonpriory.org.uk
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provide better and more effective care. But not everything changes; 
not everything in healthcare is about the science and technology. I 
read recently about the experience of a hospital chaplain who had 
been called out to administer the last rites to a man dying of Covid. 
He made his way to the ward and put on his PPE. After pausing for a 
moment to prepare himself emotionally, he went onto the ward. He 
describes then the scene that met him as he entered the room. There 
were six healthcare professionals gathered around the dying man's 
bedside. Two were holding his hands. Several were crying, the tears 
running down their faces into the masks they wore beneath their 
uncomfortable PPE headgear. One of the nurses quietly and gently 
prayed aloud as the patient they had cared for, had fought for, slowly 
passed away. 
It was, said the chaplain, the holiest thing he had ever seen. 
Looking back I could wish that we had done more to prepare our 
students for the relentless pressure of a constant stream of 
desperately sick patients, the physical exhaustion of endless shifts, 
the inevitable feelings of frustration, anger and hopelessness when 
nothing you do can help any more, and the emotional toll of losing 
patient after patient before their time. But then hindsight is always 
20/20. Anyway, I think they probably came to us already better 
prepared with an understanding of what was needed at the core of 
their chosen profession, and a commitment to give it sacrificially, 
greater than we could ever have given them. To that heart-rending 
bedside scene so movingly described by the chaplain those staff 
brought so much more than their scientific knowledge and technical 
expertise, important as those are; they brought the light of love into 
the darkest of circumstances – thank God. 
John Hudson, 
Halton East 
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A LONG WINTER AT HOME? 

Here's a great idea from one of our advertisers, Homeinstead 

Live Well, Stay Safe 

Remaining physically and mentally active is key to ageing well. 

Keeping your brain active not only helps your mental wellbeing but it 

can also prevent degenerative diseases from occurring in later life 

such as Dementia. With reduced opportunities for social interaction 

this year, now more than ever, it’s important that people maintain 

activities that help boost brain function. 

Local home care provider, Home Instead Senior Care, has produced a 

puzzle book to help combat the effects of social isolation and to keep 

the brain alert with stimulating activities. Suitable for everyone, 

including those living with dementia, this is a free booklet that can be 

posted to those living in our community. 

To receive your free copy of the puzzle book, please get in touch with 

their friendly team on 01943 662188. 
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Eric Spencer has an Online Shopping  
Service which can be found at:   

www.ericspencer.co.uk 
  

http://www.ericspencer.co.uk/
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 LENT COURSE 

Due to COVID restrictions, it is impossible to meet together over 
Lent. However, for our Lent course this year, I thought that we would 
look at the Bible and ask ourselves the question ‘How might an 
intelligent and open minded person understand the Bible today’?
During the five Wednesdays in Lent we will study John Barton’s 
wonderful book ‘A History of the Bible’, 2019. You may wish to order 
a copy through Amazon to read it for yourself.  

Since the last Parish magazine was published, the BBC have, 
unhelpfully, removed the links to the Lent Course which I had 
recommended, based on John Barton’s excellent book, The History 
of the Bible. However, the five episodes can still be found using the 
links below: 
 
Episode 1  Ancient Book, Modern World  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXn0bdVNdUo 
 
Episode 2  The Gospel Truth  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqFf070hqXs 
 
Episode 3  In the beginning  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TA1b35WbbxQ 
 
Episode 4  Who's in and who's out  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5uNe3VYeyk 
 
Episode 5  Nine lessons and Carols  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=azsAZMvVPu4 
  
If you have any problems please Google ‘YouTube John Barton 
History of the Bible’; all the episodes are published on-line. 

At a later date, I am looking forward to discussing these episodes 
together. However, you could not wish for a more remarkable book 
about the Book at the heart of our faith. 

Rector 
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      DATES FROM THE CHURCH CALENDAR 

       MARCH 

07 SUNDAY   LENT 3 

14 SUNDAY   MOTHERING SUNDAY 

       LENT 4 

19 Friday    Joseph of Nazareth 

21 SUNDAY   LENT 5 

25 Thursday   The Annunciation of Our  
       Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

28 SUNDAY   PALM SUNDAY 

       Sunday Next Before Easter  

       APRIL 
01 Thursday   Maundy Thursday 

02 Friday    Good Friday 

03 Saturday   Easter Eve 

04 SUNDAY   EASTER DAY 

11 SUNDAY   EASTER 2 

18 SUNDAY   EASTER 3 

23 Friday    St George 

25 SUNDAY   EASTER 4 

26 Monday    St Mark 

 
PLEASE NOTE 
The Priory is now closed during lockdown but  the Tower remains 
open for private prayer. 
For the Church Sunday audio services, the weekly sheet and magazine 
please look at our website www.boltonpriory.church  
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXn0bdVNdUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqFf070hqXs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TA1b35WbbxQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5uNe3VYeyk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azsAZMvVPu4
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 To be finished 

‘ABOVE THE ASSIGNED MEASURE’ 
I have been extremely heartened indeed by the response to the Lent 
Appeal to date and the warm letters of support for the Priory. We 
have raised over £5,000 in the first week and it is still rising! If you 
have not done so already, could you contribute what you might have 
put into the collection plate during Lent or even exceed ‘the assigned 
measure’? We would be exceedingly grateful for any monies you felt 
able to donate to Bolton Priory.  
Rector 

THE PARISH OFFICE 
The Parish Administrator, Margaret Cody, is temporarily working from her 
home. The telephone number is 01756 710587. The email remains the 
same.  

PARISH MAGAZINE DEADLINE APRIL MAGAZINE 
THIS EDITION WILL BE ONLINE AND PRINTED  
Please could we have any copy for the April magazine by  
15 March. It can be sent to the Editor or the Church Office. Please 
send by email to either; priorymag@yahoo.co.uk or 
office@boltonpriory.org  

POSTAL MAGAZINES 
If you would like to receive your magazine by post just let the Church 
Office know, 01756 710238.  The cost is £10.  You can also read it 
online at the Priory website.www.boltonpriory.org.uk  

WEEKLY ONLINE PRIORY SUNDAY SERVICES 
Morning Service 10.30 
This service can be seen online on the Priory’s own YouTube channel. 
Go to the home page of the Priory website 
www.boltonpriory.church and click on: ‘Our Online Services’ . 
You can also find our channel if you go to the YouTube web site and  
search for ‘Bolton Priory’. On the first Sunday of the month we also 
record our Liquid Family Service, a service suitable for all age groups. 

WEEKLY SHEET 
Please see the Home Page of our website www.boltonpriory.org.uk 
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FINDING THIRTY BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 
There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them? 
This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an 
airplane seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping 
him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to 
some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing 
from his John Boat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo. 
Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned 
it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of 
solving this puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her 
nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a 
fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, 
especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalised. 
Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually 
takes a minister or a scholar to see some of them at the worst. 
Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for 
the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a 
recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta 
Phi lemonade booth set a new record. The local paper, The Chronicle, 
surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of 
the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts 
it, ‘The books are all right here in plain view hidden from sight.’ Those 
able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those who 
have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books like 
Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in 
mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A 
chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who 
claim to know the 
answers. Remember, there 
is no need for a mad 
exodus. There really are 30 
books of the Bible lurking 
somewhere in this 
paragraph waiting to be 
found.  
God Bless. 
 
Many thanks to  
Aurora Mercer 
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ANAGRAMS OF BRITISH TOWNS AND CITIES 

1  MATCH  HELEN 

2  FEER  LED  STICH 

3  ALE  CHORD 

4  KLESON  TOF 

5  VOIL  PROLE 

6  LOST  RIB 

7  P  COOK  BALL 

8  BRAY  RENT  UC 

9  D  B  FORARD 

10  D  GARB  MICE 

11  CON  NILL 

12  H  T  BIG   RON 

13  H  NON  PART  TOM 

14  BUN  CLARK  B 

15  SHANE  MET  R C 

16  WHIP  CIS 

17  REEL  CITES 

18  L  CLIMED  FACES 

19  FLEMS  CHORD 

20  H  MO  LAD 

21  OTHOR  STUMP 

22  LEGY HIKE 

23  MORE  HARTH 

24  MARI  N   CATH  L 

25 E  TUG  SCROLE 

 

Answers can be found  on page 31 
 
Many thanks to Rosemary Murgatroyd 
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 POSTAGE STAMPS FOR SUPPORT DOGS 
We are collecting stamps to help the charity ‘Support Dogs’. Their 
explanatory letter below explains their mission to aid adults and 
children who suffer from autism, epilepsy and other disabilities. 
‘We would like to express our thanks to you for supporting our 
charity by donating stamps.  
The income we receive 
from stamps, although 
modest, is incredibly 
important to us especially in 
the current climate when 
fundraising is so hard.  
Thanks to the kindness of 
people like you, we are 
thrilled to say that we have 
seen a 70% increase in 
money raised in the past 12 
months! 
By supporting us, you are 
doing something really 
special.  You will enable a 
child with autism to be 
matched with their ‘best 
friend’, a support dog who 
will be their safe place in a 
world they find frightening.  
An adult with epilepsy will 
be able to live their life 
without the fear and danger of unpredictable seizures.  Disability 
will no longer define lives; rather people will live life with dignity, 
independence and confidence.’ 

At the Priory we would like to receive any of your used stamps, 
postmark intact please. They are sorted when they arrive at their 
destination. Stamps can be left in the Tower, where we hope to 
have  a box, or posted through the office door. When we have 
sufficient they will be sent to a Support Dog collection point in a 
prepaid package.                 
Margaret Cody  
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FROM GIRLINGTON, HEATON AND MANNINGHAM CHURCHES 
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TO ANY READER 

As from the house your mother sees 

You playing round the garden trees, 

So you may see, if you will look 

Through the windows of this book, 

Another child, far, far away, 

And in another garden play. 

But do not think you can at all, 

By knocking on the window, call  

That child to hear you. He intent 

Is all on his play-business bent. 

He does not hear; he will not look, 

Nor yet be lured out of this book. 

For, long ago, the truth to say, 

He has grown up and gone away,  

And it is but a child of air 

That lingers in the garden there.     

Robert Louis Stevenson 

OUR MOTHER 

Our mother is a detective, 

She is a great finder of clues, 

She found the mud and grass on our shoes 

When we were told not to go in the park – 

Because it would be getting dark – 

But come straight home. 

She found the jam on our thumbs, 

And in our beds the tiniest crumbs 

From the cakes we said we had not eaten. 

When we blamed the cat for breaking the fruit bowl – 

Because we did not want a fuss – 

She knew it was us. 

Allan Ahlberg 
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ANOTHER TEDDY TALE 
When I was born in October 1940 my aunt, 
then the millinery buyer at Lingard’s 
department store in Bradford, bought two 
presents for her new niece – a pram blanket 
and a teddy bear. Unable to carry them both 
home at once, she decided to take the teddy. 
But at ten o’clock that night she noticed a 
huge red glow over the town centre – 
Lingard’s had been bombed by the Luftwaffe 
believed to be releasing the remainder of their 
load before returning to Germany – my aunt 
had lost her job, and the blanket had gone for 
ever, but teddy had survived.  
Ever since, like his owner a bit (lot) the worse 
for wear, he has been an almost constant 
presence - loved by me, our daughters, and 
now our grand-daughter. Unfortunately, although very like one of 
the coveted Steiff brand, he has no button in his ear to prove it! But 
he does now have two crocheted friends with whom he shared a 
bubble at Christmas -  unlike their creator one of our daughters, who 
was forbidden to do so by Boris.  
Diana Parsons 

ANAGRAM ANSWERS  
1  CHELTENHAM  
2  CHESTERFIELD  
3  ROCHDALE  
4  FOLKESTONE  
5  LIVERPOOL  
6  BRISTOL  
7  BLACKPOOL  
8  CANTERBURY  
9  BRADFORD  
10  CAMBRIDGE  
11  LINCOLN  
12  BRIGHTON 

13 NORTHAMPTON  
14 BLACKBURN  
15  MANCHESTER  
16  IPSWICH  
17  LEICESTER  
18  MACCLESFIELD  
19  CHELMSFORD  
20  OLDHAM  
21  PORTSMOUTH  
22  KEIGHLEY  
23  ROTHERHAM  
24  ALTRINCHAM  
25  GLOUCESTER 
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MAGAZINE ARCHIVES 
100 YEARS AGO,  
MARCH 1921 
PAROCHIAL NOTES 
Cinema Film Making at 
Bolton Abbey – On Feb.10th 
and 11th some of the Ideal 
Film Company visited Bolton 
Abbey and made several 
pictures with a view to 
illustrating Benjamin 
Disraeli, later  Lord 
Beaconsfield’s novel, ‘Sybil’, 
(see right). It is not 
definitely established that 
Bolton Abbey is the ‘Marney 
Abbey’ described in the 
book, but it will be 
interesting to those who 
know our beautiful ruins to 
see them produced on the 
‘movies’. A picture was also 
taken of the waterfall above 
the footbridge and of the steep wooded bank of the river where Mr. 
Cowley Wright, a well-known film actor, did a tragic fall to depict the 
attempted murder of Charles Egremont. One welcomes these efforts 
of the Ideal Film Company to encourage the reading of well-written 
books and to produce some of the rich scenery of this beautiful 
neighbourhood. 
Bazaar Notes – One hears encouraging reports of progress in Bazaar 
work being made in various parts of the Parish. We are not yet able to 
publish the names of the openers of the Bazaar on May 31st and June 
1st, but we hope to do so next month. 
The Magazine Account shows a deficit of £15  10s.  10d. By the 
reduction in the amount of printing and an increase in the number of 
advertisements, it is hoped that the Magazine this year will nearly pay 
for itself, especially if the cost of printing gradually becomes more 
normal. 
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THE FILM 
Sybil was a 1921 British silent drama film directed by Jack Denton and 
starring Evelyn Brent, Cowley Wright and Gordon Hopkirk. It is 
unfortunately now considered to be a lost film. 

THE BOOK  
‘Sybil, or the Two Nations’ was published in 1845 and in it Disraeli said 
he ‘considered the condition of the people’. He wrote in 1870 of this 
novel: ‘At that time the Chartist agitation was still fresh in the public 
memory, and its repetition was far from improbable. I had visited and 
observed with care all the localities introduced, and as an accurate 
and never exaggerated picture of a remarkable period in our 
domestic history, and of a popular organisation which in its extent 
and completeness has perhaps never been equalled, the pages of 
Sybil may, I venture to believe, be consulted with confidence.’ Sybil, 
indeed, is not only an extremely interesting novel; but as a study of 
social life in England it is of very definite historical value.  

THE AUTHOR, BENJAMIN DISRAELI, LORD BEACONSFIELD 
Disraeli was one of the great British politicians of the nineteenth 
century. He served twice as Tory Prime Minister, in 1868 and from 
1874 to 1880 and was also a prominent figure in opposition. He is 
most famous today for the bitter 
hatred between himself and his 
political rival William Gladstone. He 
enjoyed the favour of Queen 
Victoria, who shared his dislike of 
Gladstone. His most significant 
political achievements are the 1867 
Reform Act, in which he was 
instrumental, and the creation of 
the modern Conservative Party, 
with which he is credited. His 
literary career was greatly 
overshadowed by his 
parliamentary ambitions 'climbing 
the greasy pole', but includes both 
romances and political novels.    
Editor              Benjamin Disraeli 

34 

 

PRIORY DIRECTORY 
Rector The Revd Nicholas Mercer 01756 710326 

Parish Administrator Margaret Cody 01756 710587 
Churchwardens  Matthew Hey 07702 555339 
 Susan Barker 01756 711260 
PCC Secretary Kate Templeton 01943 463150   
PCC Treasurer Michael Heatley 01423 509629 
Gift Aid Peter Loweth 01756 711129  
Director of Music Tim Raymond  
 stanghan@aol.com   
Concert Coordinator Paul Middleton 07906 082037 
Works Committee Matthew Hey 07702 555339  
Deanery Synod Susan Barker 01756 711260 
 Peter Lambert 07985 136819  
Verger  Peter Lambert 07985 136819  
Sacristan Jennifer Hardaker  
Chalicists’ Rota Mike Vineall 01756 753013  
Liquid Worship Joan Mason 01943 608049  
Electoral Roll Officer Rosemarie Fisher 07964 561959 
Environmental Officer Elaine Adams-Lambert 01756 794542 

Contact for Young People Lorna Heatley 07772 498838 
Parish Disability Officer Jean Crawford 07951 788909 
Parish Safeguarding Jean Crawford  
Sidesmen’s Rota Susan Whittaker 01943 831165 
Flower Rota Lorna Freegard 01943 607907  
Welcome Team Leader Kate Templeton 01943 463150   
Cleaning Rota Andrew Wade 01943 862614  
Friends of Bolton Priory Jill Riley 01943 830190 
Fund Raising Liz Clayton 07880 700339 

   
MAGAZINE TEAM   
Editor Val Middleton 01943 430654 
 priorymagazine@yahoo.co.uk  
Deputy Editor Judith Allen 01943 513275  
Advertising  Liz Clayton 07880 700339 
Distribution Gill Holme 01756 710482 
   
   

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Evelyn_Brent
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