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MISSION
A community seeking to live well with God,
gathered around Jesus Christ in prayer and fellowship,
and committed to welcome, worship and witness.
The Church Office
Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL
01756 710238
office@boltonpriory.org.uk
The Rector
The Rectory, Bolton Abbey, Skipton BD23 6AL
rector@boltonpriory.org.uk
Website
www.boltonpriory.church
_______________________________________________________
SUNDAY
08.00
Holy Communion
09.15
Liquid Family Service First Sunday of the month
10.30
Sung Eucharist
_______________________________________________________
WEDNESDAY
10.00
Holy Communion
_______________________________________________________
BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS and FUNERALS
By arrangement via the Church Office
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Issue Number 48
December 2021
January 2022
From Revd Nicholas Mercer
At the beginning of December we enter the season of Advent. This is
the season when we wait for the birth of the Christ Child on
Christmas Day and prepare ourselves for the festive season generally.
In Church we have an Advent Wreath which acts as a clock marking
this countdown to Christmas. There are five candles on the wreath
which all have different meanings and are designed to help us with
our preparation. Although there are sometimes different meanings
attached to the candles, they are widely regarded as representing the
Prophets, the journey to Bethlehem, the Shepherds and finally the
Angels. The sequencing reminds us of the Christian story which we
tell again each and every year and, at the same time, reminds us of
our own journey of faith to see the Christ Child for ourselves.
However, at the centre of the wreath is a single white candle. The
white candle represents the light of God coming into the world
through the birth of Jesus Christ. This is a single candle and the single
most important event of the festive season. The birth of a child in a
manger is not only an act of love by God but it is also an act of
salvation. It marks the beginning of a new stage in the history of
mankind as Jesus Christ has re-opened to humans the path to union
with God.
An Orthodox hymn for Christmas Eve says
‘Heaven and Earth are united today for Christ is born. Today has God
come down to earth and man gone up to heaven.’
So, in this festive season, may we all remember the countdown to
Christmas. May we remember, once again, our Christian story and
our own journey of faith. However, above all, may the single white
candle remind us of the birth of the Christ Child. As St Basil put it ‘the
birthday of the whole human race’.
May you all have a very blessed Christmas.
Nicholas
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PCC REPORT 16 NOVEMBER, 2021
The meeting was held in the Boyle Room, 9 members were present,
7 members were absent. The number on the Church Electoral Roll is
127. Peter Loweth wishes to resign at the next APCM in 2022 after
serving for eight years as Parish Giving and Gift Aid Officer. Gill
Holme has resigned from the Liquid Worship Team. Our thanks to
both Gill and Peter for all their hard work and dedication. Rosemary
Murgatroyd and Andrea Turner have been recruited to join the
Liquid Worship Team. The Deanery Synod meeting was held for the
first time in nearly two years at Scargill House on 04 October. It was
hosted by Bishop Helen-Anne. The meeting was inspirational,
emphasising the value of ‘hope’ as we all recover and move
forward to the future. Susan Barker and Peter Lambert attended.
The streaming equipment is in the process of being installed. The St
George’s flag, flying at the moment, will be renewed before Easter.
Preparations are being made for the Queens Jubilee, discussions
are ongoing and hopefully a tree will be planted to commemorate
the occasion. In addition, a proposal was made to replace the glass
doors with a suitable replacement. The Works Committee will
review and feedback. We would like to remove the redundant
heaters, air vents and the Calor tank, subject to the Church
Architects approval. The Parish Share was not discussed, the
treasurer was not present. This will be deferred until the next
meeting.
Jonathan Dickson has been outstanding during the pandemic
producing the online services for over 90 weeks. The PCC would like
to present him with a token of our appreciation in due course. Our
thanks and a gift voucher will also be presented to Dave Gore for
opening and locking up the Priory when required.
The Museum of the Moon is scheduled for 10 to 31 October 2022.
Events: lectures and concerts will be organised over the three
weekends. Hopefully, the ‘Moon’ will attract visitors and increase
footfall to the Priory.
Preparations are being made for the return of the Welcome/
Guiding Team to the Priory, hopefully by 03 April 2022.
Anyone interested, both previous guides and new helpers, will be
made very welcome. Please do give your names to Kate Templeton,
or the Parish Administrator in the Church Office.
The meeting concluded with the Grace.
Kate Templeton
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A PRIORY GUIDE?
We are hoping to restart the welcome/guiding team in April 2022,
covid Permitting.
Anyone interested please do get in touch with either Kate Templeton
or Margaret Cody at the Church Office. We hope to run introduction
and education days in the New Year to enable everyone to meet up
and regroup. All are cordially invited and will be made most welcome.
Please do get in touch as the visitors to the Priory are most thankful
and grateful to the Welcome Team for their help and guidance.
Kate Templeton
01943 463150

NATIVITY PLAY
PERFORMED BY THE PUPILS OF
THE BOYLE AND PETYT SCHOOL
11 DECEMBER, 2021
BOLTON PRIORY

CHRISTMAS CORNER
The new Christmas stock has
arrived and there are many
interesting new items. They
are displayed in the Christmas
Corner in the Priory next to
the Choir Vestry. Please do
take a look.
Margaret Cody
The children will be performing their Nativity Play in a Nativity
Service on Saturday, 11 December at the Priory.
There will be two performances, one at 11.00 and the other
at 14.00. You are all most welcome to attend.

Please park in the Village Car Park, charges apply.
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Bolton Abbey
Christmas Charity Bazaar
Saturday 11 December 2021
12.30 to 15.00
Bolton Abbey Village Hall
.

THE BEAMSLEY PROJECT
Twenty-five years ago this year, the parish saw the opening of a new
facility in the area. The former Beamsley Methodist Church opened its

Homemade tea, coffee and cake

door to a new venture. An old church building had been re-purposed
to provide holiday accommodation for people with disabilities. Today
the Beamsley Project Charitable Trust continues the work of ensuring
there are good accessible places for people to have holidays in the
Yorkshire Dales.
Hundreds of people have been able to enjoy the area that many of us
take for granted on a day-to-day basis and they have created amazing
lasting memories to take away with them. In addition, our bursary
scheme allows us to support children with special needs whose
families are experiencing financial challenges to enjoy a holiday; an
opportunity that without our support they would not be able to
experience. Some have enjoyed the total contrast to their home
areas close to inner cities. Others have been able to venture away
from home after being unable to have a holiday for a long period
because of the lack of suitable facilities. Our wet rooms, lifts, hoists,
changing tables and other aids are supplied free of charge and help to
make a holiday as stress free as possible. The garden, the adjoining
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Admission Free
Parking Free in the Hall car park
Gifts Galore from the Many Charity Stalls

field and picnic area all add to the peaceful and relaxing atmosphere
that a wide variety of groups enjoy.
After a very quiet period because of the pandemic the Beamsley
Project is fully open and delighted to make the wonderful facilities
available to groups and to families. In the Centre we can sleep up to
24 people and the Cottage is ideal for a family or for small groups
from care homes looking for a change. They can be booked separately
or together. Together we can sleep 30 people.
You may be able to support our work as a registered charity in several
ways:

pass on the word to friends and relatives in other parts of the
country

pass on the word to local people as we know that even locals
like to come and stay

join the Friends of the Beamsley Project, a volunteer group that
supports our work by fund raising and organising awareness
events and it’s a great way to make new friends

join our list of regular donors who make use of the Gift Aid
system to enhance our work

offer your voluntary services by providing advice, DIY, gardening
and other helpful jobs
Corporate bodies and other organisations are invited to contact us to
discuss how they can support this local charity. If you would like a
chat please contact Margaret or Sarah who staff the office three days
a week. At other times you can leave a message or send us an email.
Do get in touch, we would love to
hear from you.

John Tomlinson
Email: info@beamsleyproject.org
Tel: 01756 710 255
The Beamsley Project are having
a stall at the Charity Christmas
Bazaar. Please support them
there.
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THE BOYLE AND PETYT PRIMARY SCHOOL
Christmas is the most magical time for children and at the Boyle and
Petyt Primary School. Our pupils have been getting very excited about
the festivities that lie ahead.
Our half term has been busy and varied. We have enjoyed welcoming
visitors to enrich the experiences of our children. We were particularly
pleased to be visited by The Rt Hon Julian Smith MP at the end of
Parliament Week. The children asked a range of insightful questions
and learned lots about the workings of the House of Commons.
More recently Cath Downes came to tell the children about the charity,
Educate the Kids. Their fantastic choir, The Singing Children of Africa,
visited the Priory on their ‘Believe’ tour in 2018. Our pupils were
fascinated to learn about how the children at the Jolaurabi School live
and learn. They were shocked to see the Kenyan children’s homes and
the basic nature of the school facilities but more than that, they were
inspired to want to sponsor a child.
Reading is crucial to the future success of children and we have been
promoting reading in school this term; we have run a Book Fair and a
Readathon and we are planning to set up a library in school to support
the children’s learning and to encourage reading for pleasure. We are
grateful to the work and support of our parents’ group, the Friends of
Beamsley, without whom a library would just be a dream.
For anti-bullying week the children
celebrated kindness; we wore odd socks
to help us to remember that we are all
special and wonderful in our own unique
ways. Throughout the week, the children
wrote messages of kindness that we
displayed in the hall and on the final day,
we dressed up in pyjamas to celebrate
Children in Need; it was a week of
generosity, friendship and community.
Our school is a bright and vibrant learning environment and I am
always keen to hear from people who can bring enrichment to our
children’s lives and learning. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if
you would like to visit or work with us at the school.
I look forward to seeing many of you at the Service of Nine Lessons and
Carols on 19 December.
Charity Orviss, Headteacher
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DATES FROM THE CHURCH CALENDAR
DECEMBER
04 Saturday
05 SUNDAY

10.00
09.15
13.00

09 Thursday
11 Saturday

11.00
and 14.00

12 SUNDAY
15 Wednesday
16 Thursday
19 SUNDAY

16.30
18.00
18.00
16.30

Carols
24 Friday

With thanks to all our advertisers
without whom this magazine would

not be possible.
Please support them in 2022
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16.00
23.30
25 Saturday
08.00
10.00

26 SUNDAY
MARTYR
27 Monday
28 Tuesday

Advent Study Day
ADVENT 2
Liquid Worship
Funeral Service for
Barbara Walker-Sharp
Nativity Play
ADVENT 3
The Duchess’ Children’s’ Christmas Party
Estate Carol Service
Boyle and Petyt Carol Service
ADVENT 4
Service of Nine Lessons and
Christmas Eve
Christingle Service
Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
Holy Communion
Festal Eucharist
STEPHEN, DEACON, FIRST
St John
The Holy Innocents
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JANUARY
02 SUNDAY
09.15
06 Thursday
09 SUNDAY
12 Wednesday
16 SUNDAY
23 SUNDAY
25 Tuesday
30 SUNDAY

12.00

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Celebrant: The Revd Barry Overend
Liquid Worship
THE EPIPHANY
THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST
Renewal of Vows, Toby Jordon and
Vlada Alzir
THE EPIPHANY 2
THE EPIPHANY 3
The Conversion of Paul
THE EPIPHANY 4

COMMUNION
The 08.00 service of Holy Communion has now resumed as has the
10.00 Wednesday Holy Communion.

PARISH MAGAZINE DEADLINE FEBRUARY MAGAZINE
Please could we have any copy for the joint February magazine by 15
January. It can be sent to the Editor or the Church Office. Please send
by email to either; priorymag@yahoo.co.uk or
office@boltonpriory.org

THE PARISH MAGAZINE ONLINE AND AT BA POST OFFICE
The Magazine is now published in both printed and online versions.
You can view it online or pick one up from Bolton Abbey Post Office.
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FROM BOLTON ABBEY TO DISTANT LANDS - PART 2
THE HISTORY OF THE WRIGHTSON FAMILY
In 1867 William Wrightson died at the age of forty-four. In one of the
window panes at Hesketh House was scratched the year 1867. Is this
the room in which William Wrightson died?
Mary stayed on as head of the house and continued to farm. However,
in 1873 it was necessary for Mary and those children still living with
her to leave Hesketh House when William Carr took over the lease. It is
said that Mary was heartbroken. The family moved to Bradford. By
1881 Mary and four children were living in New Zealand, sons Joseph
and Benjamin having come out first to the newly established
settlement of Feilding, approximately 160 km from Wellington.
Daughter Gertrude, born in Goole in 1849, married a school master,
Charles Bird. They had three daughters and two sons but it seems only
one, a son, had children. Charles became headmaster of the Sir Joseph
Williamson’s Mathematical School in Rochester, Kent.
Oldest son Walsh was born in Bolton Abbey in 1852. At the age of
eight he was at school in Burley in Wharfedale. He went on to study in
Leeds to become a civil engineer. After training, he worked in Leeds
and Huddersfield before at the age of twenty-three being appointed to
a position with the Ceylon Civil Service.
It was in Ceylon, now Sri Lanka, that he married Helen Maud
Montague Armitage.
From 1895-1907 Walsh
was Director of Public
Works in Trinidad and
Tobago. In 1900 he was
made a CMG and this
framed award is still in
the family. Walsh’s time
in Trinidad was not
without controversy. The
1903 Water Riots in the
capital were sparked by
his proposal to have
water meters installed in
private homes. Despite
this, there is still today a Wrightson Road in Port of Spain.
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After his retirement Walsh and Helen returned to England and lived
for some years in Reigate, Surrey. He became involved in community
affairs and from 1912-1919 was a member of the Surrey County
Council. At the age of seventy-four he left England with Helen and
they settled in Mandeville, Jamaica. Although he made trips back to
England, it was in Jamaica that he saw out his days and he died there
in 1935. He and Helen did not have children.
Second son Joseph born in 1854, also in Bolton Abbey, is the mystery
man. He trained in the merchant navy and gained his certificate as a
second mate in 1876. While he came to New Zealand with brother
Benjamin, he didn’t stay. He went back to sea for a time in the mid
1880s and then back in Feilding worked as a produce and commission
agent dealing in wool. In 1897 he was employed on a Japanese ship

and spent 67 days in the Dreadnought Seamen's Hospital recovering
from dysentery. Intriguingly, in 1900 he commanded a ship for the
Japanese in the Boxer Rebellion. For this he received an impressive
award from the Japanese Emperor. This framed award is still in the
family. After this, Joseph disappeared and to date it is not known
what became of him.
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Benjamin was twenty-two when he and Joseph arrived in New
Zealand in January 1879. Five years later he married Isabel Heselton
in Wellington. Isabel was the daughter of a Bradford accountant. For
six years Benjamin was co-owner of a brewery before turning to
farming. A year before his death in 1912 there was an article in a
local newspaper praising his expertise in intensive cultivation. He
produced magnificent crops of fruit, vegetables and herbs
interspersed with marigolds and sunflowers, all without the use of
fertilisers. Benjamin had one daughter, Dorothy, and one son,
William Walsh Wrightson who was my husband’s grandfather.

A DEVONSHIRE ARMS MENU 1975
A couple recently paid a visit to the Devonshire Arms at Bolton Abbey
to give us a copy of the dinner menu from their dining experience in
1975. Pricing has increased only slightly since then!
Chara Forrest, Resident Manager

To be continued
Patricia Wrightson
Whitby, New Zealand

REINDEER REPORT
Chimneys: colder.
Flightpaths: busier.
Driver: Christmas (F)
Still baffled by postcodes.
Children: more
And stay up later.
Presents: heavier
Pay: frozen.
Mission in spite
Of all this
Accomplished

U. A. Fanthorpe
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Get Well, Stay Well at the

Craven Clinic
This lovely Clinic, established in 1992, nestles in a quiet courtyard at
the top of Skipton's High Street on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales.

Owned and managed by Nikki Cookson, the clinic has a team of fully
trained therapists, all belonging to professional organisations and experienced in their chosen field.
A deeply peaceful and soothing environment, the Clinic is a place
where change, healing and feeling better about life occur in a safe,
loving environment. It's a judgement-free zone where you can feel
sure your problems will be treated with respect and integrity.
Over 30 therapies are offered - please take time to browse the therapies we offer and see how we can help you towards well-being,
health and happiness.
Gift Vouchers are available to purchase online.

01756 796690
www.cravenclinic.co.uk
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FROM AUDIO-FILE TO SERVICE STREAMING
Twenty months ago the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby,
directed that our churches be closed to protect the public from the
world-wide scourge of the Covid 19 Virus Pandemic. As a result,
Rector Nicholas, with less than a year at the helm of the Priory
Church, grabbed at the idea that we could produce a service each
Sunday to be broadcast online on the Priory’s website using YouTube.
And, with the help of chorister and ex Churchwarden, Paul Middleton,
and the Director of Music, Tim Raymond, this we did.
It fell to me to search the Internet for, and download the Hymns,
Anthems, Introits and Organ Voluntaries for the music selected by
Tim. The spoken words, prayers, readings and sermons, were
recorded by the Rector in the church in order to take advantage of
the acoustics. With this he was well supported by his wife, Aurora,
and, on occasion, also by his daughter and two sons. These recordings
were then emailed across to me, where I combined them with the
music into an audio-file for the full service, usually about 45 to 50
minutes long.
After proof-listening to the full service, I also supplied a list of each
service’s tracks, 25 in all, the hymn lyrics to be shown on YouTube,
and a list of the choirs, conductors, venues and organists for each
piece of music. I would then email this to Paul for him to add the
visual track with its pictures, rolling text and video clips. He would
then publish the service on the Priory’s YouTube channel. In recent
months broadcasting has been taken over by the Rector’s wife,
Aurora. This series of 98 services is now coming to an end on Sunday
21 November when the last audio-file will be broadcast.
As the Covid-19 Pandemic draws to a stuttering close and the church
is now fully open again for worship, Rector Nicholas has arranged for
the Sunday Morning Service to be streamed live on the Priory’s
website.* This will be set up with the aid of Paul and specialists from
Ripon Cathedral who have experience of streaming services. The
intention is, at the time of going to press, that the first of these will be
streamed live on Advent Sunday,28 November 2021, at the 10.30
Morning Service and also at the 16.30 Advent Carol Service.
Thereafter each 10.30 Sunday Morning Service would also be
streamed.
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And so, after twenty months, my job of compiling the service’s audiofiles will come to an end. It has been a real privilege and joy to have
been involved in such a project. I have listened to such wonderful
music in order to download the best recordings every week. Music
played by great organists and sung by really great choirs from here in
the United Kingdom and around the world. This has been a glorious
experience and I hope and pray that it has helped many people to
enjoy their worship, at least in spirit, with all of us at the Priory
Church whilst we haven’t been able to worship together in person.
Jonathan Dickson
*A good example of a streamed service can be seen on Winchester
Cathedral’s YouTube channel, where Rector Nicholas gave the
sermon on Remembrance Day, 14 November.

DO SUPPORT THE CHARITY MINCE PIE BAZAAR
Around 15 charities will be taking tables at the Bazaar. They include
the Donkey Rescue, Hedgehog Society, the Priory Church, and the
Beamsley Project.
We need two people to man the Priory table at the Christmas Charity
Bazaar, if you feel you can help please ring the Church Office, 01756
710238. The Priory would appreciate donations of baking, preserves,
seasonal items, mince pies, fruit cakes and any Christmas related
goods. These can be left in the Church or Church Office clearly
marked. Do come along and support over twenty charities including
the Priory at this event

PRIORY OFFICE
The Church Office is open on Mondays and Fridays until 15.00 and
Wednesday until 12 noon. The telephone number is 01756 710238.
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MAGAZINE ARCHIVES
100 YEARS AGO – DECEMBER 1921
PAROCHIAL NOTES
In Memoriam - Ann Holmes, the faithful servant of Miss de Maine, of
Stonybank, passed away on the evening of Nov 12th, after a painful
illness; she was very ill in the summer, but she made a partial
recovery and it was hoped she would quite regain her strength; it
was not to be, however; complications set in in the Autumn, and in
spite of the most careful nursing by her sister and Miss de Maine and
Mrs. Dunckley, she passed to her rest as stated. Her sunny
disposition had endeared her to all who knew her, and her faithful
attendance on Miss de Maine for 39 years speaks for itself. Much
sympathy is felt for her sisters and brother, Mr. John Holmes, and
also for Miss de Maine.
C.E.T.S - The parish of Bolton Abbey has been affiliated to the Church
of England Temperance Society in order to keep in touch with the
efforts that are being made throughout the country to fight the evil
of drunkenness. Mrs. Lawson has kindly undertaken the
secretaryship.
The Cricket Club - The Concert and Dance held in aid of the club on
November 18th was a brilliant success; the Secretary, Mr. Gadsby
spared no pains in his preparations, and the social and financial
success of the entertainment were due mainly to his untiring efforts.
We were fortunate in having the
Marquess of Hartington as chairman;
apart from the fact that Bolton Abbey folk
are always glad to welcome the Duke or
any of his family amongst them. Lord
Hartington won for himself a hearty
reception by his friendliness and tact; he
has a happy knack of saying just the right
thing at the right time.
The Club benefitted by the Concert to the
extent of about £27.
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MAGAZINE ARCHIVES
100 YEARS AGO – JANUARY 1922
PAROCHIAL NOTES
Christmas Services – The services on Christmas Day at the Abbey
were very well attended; carols were sung at evensong, one or two
being beautifully rendered unaccompanied. Carols were also sung at
Barden in the afternoon, when Stanley Isherwood made his “debut”
as a boy soloist, and
gave good promise.
The collections for the
“Waifs and Strays
Society” amounted to
the splendid total of £6
10s 1d., which beats
all past records for our
Christmas Day
collections, and will be
very gladly welcomed
by the Society, which is
having a hard struggle
at present.
Lecture – The Rector gave a lecture in the Institute at Bolton Abbey
on Dec. 14th, and repeated it at Barden the next evening. The subject
was – 1st part: Astronomy; 2nd part: an illustrated reading from
Dickens; the slides were much appreciated by good and attentive
audiences.
In Memoriam – Mr. William Demaine, the oldest inhabitant in the
parish at the time of his death, passed away on Dec. 5th, 1921. He was
87 years of age, and had been a member of the Skipton Board of
Guardians and Rural District Council for 50 years. He had a wonderful
gift of humour, and a very characteristic way of saying things which
could not fail to appeal to his listeners. The large congregation at the
funeral on Dec. 8th testified to the general respect in which he was
held in the parish, and the sympathy which is felt for his daughter.
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Matthew Hey
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Liquid Worship
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Parish Safeguarding
Chris Ray
Sidesmen’s Rota
Susan Whittaker
Flower Rota
Lorna Freegard
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Kate Templeton
Cleaning Rota
Andrew Wade
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Paul Middleton
Fund Raising
Liz Clayton
Friends of Bolton Priory
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01756 710326
01756 710238
07702 555339
07415 131926
01943 463150
01423 509629
01756 711129

07906 082037
07702 555339
01756 711260
07985 136819
07985 136819
01756 753013
01943 608049
07964 561959
01756 794542
07951 788909
07415 131926
01943 831165
01943 607907
01943 463150
01943 862614
01943 430654
07880 700339
01943 830190
01943 430654
01943 513275
07880 700339
01756 710482
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