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The History of the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
The Service of Nine Lessons and Carols was created in 1880 by Edward White Benson, who 
served as the first Bishop of Truro from 1877 to 1883. The Service was initially housed in a 
temporary wooden building, since Truro Cathedral was being constructed at the instigation of 
Bishop Benson. It continued to be held in the wooden structure for another six years before 
the cathedral building was completed. 

Following his term as Bishop of Truro, Edward Benson was inducted as Archbishop of 
Canterbury 1883. In 1918, the Very Reverend Eric Milner-White, Dean of King’s College, 
Cambridge, adapted the Service for use in the College’s chapel, for the first Christmas 
following the end of The Great War in 1918. Dean Milner-White also wrote the Bidding Prayer 
that we use to this day. The service was first broadcast in 1928, and is now sent out by the 
BBC to millions of people around the world every year, and has been ever since 1928, with the 
exception of only 1930. 

For the first time in the history of Bolton Priory, the church has live-streamed a service for 
those unable to attend this Christmas, This was broadcast using YouTube at 4:30 pm on 
Sunday 19th December 2021. However, the audio-file service here was designed some 
months before live-streaming became available, and so the spoken words, the Welcome, 
Bidding, Prayers and Lessons, have been extracted from the live-streamed service, and 
incorporated into this audio-file service. The exceptions to this are two-fold. In the live-
streamed service, the fourth Lesson is taken from the book of Micah. In this service, the fourth 
lesson is taken from Isaiah, as is used in the Nine Lessons and Carols from King’s College, 
Cambridge. In addition, the was a loud organ noise cutting over the first of the Rector’s 
Acclamations, so this acclamation has been removed, leaving just the remaining two with their 
responses. 

The Music selected for this Service 
The music been selected for this Service has been taken from Internet items recorded by 
Choirs and Orchestras from throughout the United Kingdom, with the addition of a number 
from Europe and the USA. Instead of Organ Voluntaries, the Service’s opening and closing 
music consists of Orchestral recordings, respectively played by The Munich Bach Orchestra, 
and The All Souls Orchestra Langham Place. 

The Christmas Hymns comprise well-known favourites, including Once in royal David’s city, O 
come all ye faithful and Hark the Herald, Angels sing. Special recordings of O little town of 
Bethlehem and It came upon the midnight clear, with the music for these the ones which are 
prevalent in the USA, and are, in fact, those which were originally commissioned by the 
Hymns’ authors in Massachusetts. These wonderful melodies are not necessarily well known 
on this side of the Atlantic, but bring to the Service a varied treasure of sound, and are both 
excellently performed by USA Choirs. 

The Carols include two which are sung in their original language, French. Both of these will be 
well recognisable to the listeners, as they are both well known in their English versions. These 
are L’Enfance du Christ, (The Sherpherds' Farewell), and Quelle est cette odeur agréable, 
(Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing). 



Other carols, although quite well known, are ones that are not regularly used in Church Carol 
Services. These include Mary’s Boy Child, Little Donkey and Little Jesus, Sweetly Sleep. 

At the end of this Service Booklet is a brief history of each of the Orchestras for the opening 
and closing music, and the Choirs which are leading the Hymns and singing the Carols. 

So, please sit back and join us in listening to this music composed and sung by such gifted 
musicians and choristers, and celebrate the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

  



The Order of Service 

The Service is led by the Priory Church’s Rector, the Revd Nicholas Mercer, and the Lessons 
are read by members of the Priory Church’s congregation. 

Welcome to Bolton Priory 

Rector My Brothers and sisters, in the name of Christ we welcome you to Bolton Priory. 

We come together, as Christmas draws near, to prepare to celebrate the birth of our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Let us hear again the wonderful story of our redemption, and 
join together in singing our praises with the heavenly host. 

Opening music 

The Overture to Christmas Oratorio, by J. S. Bach (1685 – 1750), is played by The Munich Bach 
Orchestra, conducted by Karl Richter. 

The Acclamation 

Rector Light has sprung up for the righteous 
All and joyful gladness for those who are true-hearted. 

Rector Glory to God in the highest 
All and peace to his people on earth. 
  



Hymn 

The hymn Once in Royal David’s City is led by The Choir of Hereford Cathedral, and conducted by 
Roy Massey, with Huw Williams on the organ. 

 
 

Once in Royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little Child. 

He came down to earth from heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, 
And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor, and mean, and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

And through all His wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey, 

Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms He lay: 
Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as He. 

For he is our childhood’s pattern; 
Day by day, like us He grew; 

He was little, weak and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feeleth for our sadness, 
And He shareth in our gladness. 

And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
Through His own redeeming love; 
For that Child so dear and gentle 

Is our Lord in heaven above, 
And He leads His children on 

To the place where He is gone. 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see Him; but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high; 

Where like stars His children crowned 
All in white shall wait around. 

Cecil Frances Alexander (1815-1895) 

The Bidding 

Rector My brothers and sisters: in the name of Christ I welcome you. We have come together 
as Christmas draws near to prepare for our celebration of the birth of God's beloved 
Son. Through the days of Advent, we have followed the light of Christ, and now we 
travel in spirit with Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem to acclaim with the multitude of 
the heavenly host the coming of the Prince of Peace. Through Scripture and silence, 
prayer and song, let us hear again the wonderful story of our redemption, and, 
hearing, let us rejoice and respond with lively faith.  

Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your Son 
Jesus Christ: grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, we may with sure 
confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

Solo 

Choir 



Lesson 1 read by Mike Vineall, parishioner and Head of the Servers’ Rota 

Genesis, chapter 3, verses 8 to 14. 

Reader God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman shall bruise the 
serpent's head. 

And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: 
and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst 
the trees of the garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, 
“Where art thou?” And he said, “I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself.” And he said, “Who told thee that thou wast 
naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest 
not eat?” And the man said, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave 
me of the tree, and I did eat.” And the Lord God said unto the woman, “What is this 
that thou hast done?” And the woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.” 

And the Lord God said unto the serpent, “Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed 
above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and 
dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.” 

Thanks be to God. 
  



Carol 

The carol The Lord at first did Adam make, with the lyrics taken from the Davies Gilbert Collection 
and the music composed by Peter Backhouse, is sung by The Choir of St Mary’s Cathedral, 
Edinburgh, and conducted by Timothy Byram-Wigfield. 
 

The Lord at first did Adam make  
Out of the dust and clay. 

And in his nostrils breathed life  
E'en as the Scriptures say: 

And then in Eden's Paradise,  
He placed him to dwell, 

That he within it should remain,  
To dress and keep it well. 

Now let good Christians all begin 
An holy life to live; 

And to rejoice and merry be 
For this is Christmas Eve. 

And thus within the garden he 
Was set, therein to stay; 

And in commandment unto him 
These words the Lord did say: 

"The fruit which in the garden grows 
To thee shall be for meat, 

Except the tree in midst thereof 
Of which thou shall not eat." 

Now let good Christians all begin 
An holy life to live; 

And to rejoice and merry be 
For this is Christmas Eve. 

"For in the day thou shalt it touch 
Or dost to it come nigh, 

If so thou do that eat thereof, 
Then thou shalt surely die." 

But Adam he did take no heed 
Unto that only thing, 

But did transgress God's holy law, 
And so was wrapped in sin. 

Now let good Christians all begin 
An holy life to live; 

And to rejoice and merry be 
For this is Christmas Eve. 

Now mark the goodness of the Lord, 
Which He to mankind bore; 

His mercy soon He did extend, 
Lost man for to restore: 

And therefore to redeem our souls 
From death and hellish thrall, 

He said His own dear son should be 
The Saviour of us all. 

Now let good Christians all begin 
An holy life to live; 

And to rejoice and merry be 
For this is Christmas Eve. 

  



Hymn 

The hymn It came upon the midnight clear is led by The Crouch End Festival Chorus, accompanied 
by The City of Prague Philharmonic Orchestra. 

 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, 
From heaven's all-gracious King." 
The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing. 

Still through the cloven skies they come, 
With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heavenly music floats 
O'er all the weary world;

Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hovering wing; 

And ever o'er its babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing. 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
The world has suffered long; 

Beneath the angel-strain have rolled 
Two thousand years of wrong; 

And man, at war with man, hears not 
The love-song which they bring; 

O hush, the noise, ye men of strife, 
And hear the angels sing. 

Edmund H. Sears (1810–1876) 
 

Lesson 2 read by Liz Higgins, Parishioner and member of the Liquid Worship 
Team 

Genesis, chapter 22, verses 15 to 18. 

Reader The promise to Abraham. 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By 
myself I have sworn,” saith the Lord: “Because you have done this, and have not 
withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring 
as numerous as the stars of heaven, and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 
offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and, by your offspring, shall all the 
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my 
voice." 

Thanks be to God. 
  



Carol 

The carol Little Donkey, written by Eric Boswell, is sung by The Mistletoe Singers 

 

Little donkey, little donkey on the dusty road, 
Got to keep on plodding onwards with your 

precious load; 
Been a long time, little donkey, through the 

winter’s night; 
Don’t give up now, little donkey, 

Bethlehem’s in sight. 

Ring out those bells tonight 
Bethlehem, Bethlehem. 
Follow that star tonight 
Bethlehem, Bethlehem. 

Little donkey, little donkey, had a heavy day, 
Little donkey, carry Mary safely on her way; 
Little donkey, little donkey, journey's end is 

near, 

There are wiseman waiting for a sign to bring 
them here; 

Do not falter little donkey, there's a star ahead, 
I will guide you, little donkey, to a cattle-shed. 

Ring out those bells tonight 
Bethlehem, Bethlehem. 
Follow that star tonight 
Bethlehem, Bethlehem. 

Little donkey, little donkey, had a heavy day, 
Little donkey, carry Mary, safely on her way; 
Little donkey, carry Mary, safely on her way. 

Eric Boswell (1921–2009) 

 

 

Lesson 3 read by Clare Granger, parishioner 

Isaiah, chapter 9, verses 2, 6 and 7. 

Reader Christ's birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land 
of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his Kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will perform this. 

Thanks be to God. 
  



Carol 

The carol L’Enfance du Christ, (The Shepherds’ Farewell), written by Hector Berlioz (1803-1869), 
is sung by Tenebrae, accompanied by The London Symphony Orchestra, and conducted by Sir 
Colin Davies 

 

Il s'en vont loin de la terre 
Où l'étable vit le jour 

De son père et de sa mère 
Qu'il reste le constant amour! 

Qu'il grandisse et qu'il prospère 
Et qu'il soit bon père à son tour. 
Qu'il grandisse et qu'il prospère 
Et qu'il soit bon père à son tour. 
Et qu'il soit bon père à son tour. 

Oncques si, chez l'idolâtre 
Il vient à sentir le malheur 
Fuyant la terre marâtre, 

Chez nous, qu'il revienne au bonheur! 
Que la pauvreté du pâtre 

Reste toujours chère à son coeur! 
Que la pauvreté du pâtre 

Reste toujours chère à son coeur! 
Reste toujours chère à son coeur! 

Cher enfant, Dieu te bénisse! 
Dieu vous bénisse, heureux époux! 

Que jamais de l'injustice 
Vous puissiez sentir les coups! 
Qu'un bon ange vous avertisse 
Des dangers planant sur vous! 
Qu'un bon ange vous avertisse 
Des dangers planant sur vous! 
Des dangers planant sur vous!

Thou must leave Thy lowly dwelling,  
The humble crib, the stable bare.  
Babe, all mortal babes excelling,  
Content our earthly lot to share.  

Loving father, Loving mother,  
Shelter Thee with tender care! 
Loving father, Loving mother,  

Shelter Thee with tender care! 
Shelter Thee with tender care! 

Blessed Jesus, we implore Thee  
With humble love and holy fear.  
In the land that lies before Thee,  
Forget not us who linger here!  

May the shepherd’s lowly calling,  
Ever to Thy heart be dear! 

May the shepherd’s lowly calling,  
Ever to Thy heart be dear! 
Ever to Thy heart be dear! 

Blest are ye beyond all measure,  
Thou happy father, mother mild!  

Guard ye well your heav’nly treasure,  
The Prince of Peace, The Holy Child!  
God go with you, God protect you,  
Guide you safely through the wild! 
God go with you, God protect you,  
Guide you safely through the wild! 
Guide you safely through the wild! 

 

 

Lesson 4 read by Jonathan Dickson, Parishioner 

Isaiah 11.1–4a, 6–9 

Reader The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.  

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear 
of the Lord; and shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. With 
righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the 
earth.  



The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead 
them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’s den. They shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.  

Thanks be to God.  

Hymn 

The hymn O little town of Bethlehem is led by The Choirs of All Saints Church, Worcester, 
Massachusetts, and conducted by Graeme McCullough, with Kevin Neel on the organ. 

 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee to-night. 

For Christ is born of Mary, 
And gathered all above; 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the King 
And Peace to men on earth.  

How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is given; 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His Heaven. 

No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin; 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 

Where children pure and happy 
Pray to the blessed Child, 

Where misery cries out to Thee, 
Son of the Mother mild; 

Where Charity stands watching, 
And Faith holds wide the door, 

The dark night wakes, the glory breaks, 
And Christmas comes once more. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray! 

Cast out our sin and enter in, 
Be born in us to-day. 

We hear the Christmas angels, 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel! 

Phillips Brooks (1835–1893) 
 

  



Lesson 5 read by John Sykes, Chairman Boyle & Petyt Primary School 

The Gospel of St. Luke, chapter 1, verses 26 to 38. 

Reader The Angel Gabriel salutes the blessed Virgin Mary 

In the sixth month the Angel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 
Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, 
“Hail, thou art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.” 

And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what 
manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, “Fear not, Mary: for 
thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Highest: and the Lord shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 
and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end.” 

Then Mary said unto the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” And the 
angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore, also that holy thing, which 
shall be born of thee, shall be called the Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, 
she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who 
was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible.” And Mary said, “Behold 
the handmaiden of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.” And the angel 
departed from her. 

Thanks be to God. 
  



Hymn 

The hymn What child is this is led by Schola Gregoriana, conducted by Mary Berry. 

 
 

What child is this, who, laid to rest 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud 
The babe, the son of Mary. 

Why lies He in such mean estate 
Where ox and donkeys are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spears shall pierce him through 
The cross he bore for me, for you. 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh. 
Come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings 
Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise a song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby. 

Joy, joy for Christ is born 
The babe, the Son of Mary. 

William Chatterton Dix (1837–1898) 

  



Carol 

The French traditional carol, Quelle est cette odeur agréable, (Whence is that goodly fragrance 
flowing?), is sung by Ensemble Corund, accompanied by La Banda Antix, and conducted by 
Stephen Smith. 

 

Quelle est cette odeur agréable, 
Bergers, qui ravit tous nos sens? 

S'exhale t'il rien de semblable 
Au milieu des fleurs du printemps? 

Quelle est cette odeur agréable 
Bergers, qui ravit tous nos sens? 

Mais quelle éclatante lumière 
Dans la nuit vient frapper nos yeux 

L'astre de jour, dans sa carrière, 
Futil jamais si radieux! 

Mais quelle éclatante lumière 
Dans la nuit vient frapper nos yeux. 

A Bethléem, dans une crêche 
Il vient de vous naitre-un Sauveur! 
Allons, que rien ne vous empâche 

D'adorer votre redémpteur. 
A Bethléem, dans une crêche, 

Il vient de vous naître-un Sauveur. 

Dieu tout puissant, gloire éternelle 
Vous soit rendue jus-qu'aux cieux. 

Que la paix soit universelle, 
Que la grace a bonde en tous lieux. 
Dieu tout puissant, gloire éternelle, 
Vous soit rendue jus-qu'aux cieux 

Whence is that goodly fragrance flowing 
to steal the senses all away? 

adorns the air, and nothing like it 
the shepherds sensed in fields in May? 
Where is that goodly fragrance flowing 

to steal the senses all away? 

What is that light so brilliant breaking 
Here in the night across our eyes? 

Never so bright the day-star waking 
Started to climb the morning skies. 

What is that light so brilliant breaking 
Here in the night across our eyes? 

Bethlehem, there in manger lying, 
Find your Redeemer, haste away! 

Run ye with eager footsteps hieing, 
Worship the Saviour born today. 

Bethlehem, there in manger lying, 
Find your Redeemer, haste away! 

Praise to the Lord of all creation, 
Glory to God in the fount of grace; 
May peace abide in every nation, 
Good will of men in every race. 

Praise to the Lord of all creation, 
Glory to God the fount of grace. 

 

  



Lesson 6 read by Keith Nightingale, parishioner and Friend of Bolton Priory 

The Gospel of St. Matthew, chapter 1, verses 18 to 23. 

Reader St Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: when as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make a public 
example, was minded to put her away privily. 

But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto 
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary 
thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their 
sins.” 

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 
prophet, saying, “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and 
they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.” 

Thanks be to God. 
  



Hymn 

The Hymn, See amid the winder’s snow, is led by The Choir of Magdalen College Oxford, 
conducted by Bill Ives. 

 

 

See, amid the winter's snow, 
Born for us on Earth below, 

See, the tender Lamb appears, 
Promised from eternal years. 

Hail, thou ever blessed morn, 
Hail redemption's happy dawn, 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Lo, within a manger lies 
He who built the starry skies; 

He who, throned in height sublime, 
Sits amid the cherubim. 

Hail, thou ever blessed morn, 
Hail redemption's happy dawn, 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Say, ye holy shepherds, say, 
What your joyful news today; 

Wherefore have ye left your sheep 
On the lonely mountain steep? 

Hail, thou ever blessed morn, 
Hail redemption's happy dawn, 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

"As we watched at dead of night, 
Lo, we saw a wondrous light: 

Angels singing 'Peace On Earth' 
Told us of the Saviour's birth." 

Hail, thou ever blessed morn, 
Hail redemption's happy dawn, 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Sacred Infant, all divine, 
What a tender love was Thine, 

Thus to come from highest bliss 
Down to such a world as this. 

Hail, thou ever blessed morn, 
Hail redemption's happy dawn, 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Teach, O teach us, Holy Child, 
By Thy face so meek and mild, 

Teach us to resemble Thee, 
In Thy sweet humility. 

Hail, thou ever blessed morn, 
Hail redemption's happy dawn, 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Edward Caswell (1814-1878) 
 

 

  

Men 

Ladies 



Carol 

The carol Mary’s Boy Child, written by Jester Hairston, is sung by The Crouch End Festival Chorus, 
accompanied by The City of Prague Philharmonic Orchestra, and conducted by Paul Bateman. 

Long time ago in Bethlehem, so the Holy Bible say, 
Mary's boy child Jesus Christ, was born on Christmas Day. 

Hark, now hear the angels sing, a new king born today, 
And man will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day. 
Trumpets sound and angels sing, listen to what they say, 

That man will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day. 

While shepherds watch their flock by night, they see a bright new shining star, 
They hear a choir sing a song, the music seems to come from afar. 

Now Joseph and his wife, Mary, came to Bethlehem that night, 
They found no place to bear her child, not a single room was in sight. 

Hark, now hear the angels sing, a new king born today, 
And man will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day. 
Trumpets sound and angels sing, listen to what they say, 

That man will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day. 

And then they found a little nook, in a stable all forlorn, 
And in a manger cold 'n' dark, Mary's little boy was born. 

Long time ago in Bethlehem, so the Holy Bible say, 
Mary's boy child Jesus Christ, was born on Christmas Day. 

Hark, now hear the angels sing, a new king born today, 
And man will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day. 
Trumpets sound and angels sing, listen to what they say, 

That man will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day. 
Trumpets sound and angels sing, listen to what they say, 

That man will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day. 

 

  



Lesson 7 read by Carol Ray, parishioner and Spiritual Director in Training 

The Gospel of St. Luke, chapter 2, verses 8 to 16. 

Reader The shepherds go to the manger. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said 
unto them, “Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to another, “Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.” And they came 
with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 

Thanks be to God. 
  



Hymn 

The hymn Thou didst leave thy throne is led by The Choir of Christ’s College, Cambridge, 
conducted by David Rowling, with Alexandra Jobling on the organ. 

 

 

Thou didst leave thy throne 
And thy kingly crown, 

When thou camest to earth for me; 
But in Bethlehem's home 
There was found no room 

For thy holy nativity. 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 

There is room in my heart for thee. 

Heaven's arches rang 
When the angels sang, 

Proclaiming thy royal degree; 
But in lowliest birth 

Didst thou come to earth, 
And in great humility. 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for thee.

Thou camest, O Lord, 
With the living word 

That should set thy people free; 
And with mocking scorn 

And with crown of thorn, 
They bore thee to Calvary. 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for thee. 

When the heavens shall ring, 
And her choirs shall sing, 
At thy coming to victory, 

Let thy voice call me home, 
Saying "Yet there is room, 

There is room at my side for thee." 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 

There is room in my heart for thee. 

Emily Elizabeth Steele Elliott (1836-1897) 
 

  



Lesson 8 read by Paul Middleton, Choir & PCC member and Concert Director 

The Gospel of St. Matthew, chapter 2, verses 1 to 11. 

Reader The Magi are led by the stars to Jesus 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews? For we have seen the star in the east, and are come to worship 
him.” 

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people 
together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judaea.” For thus it is written by the prophet, “And thou Bethlehem, 
in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall 
come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.” 

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently 
what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, “Go and 
search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word 
again, that I may come and worship him also.” 

When they had heard the king, they departed; and, Io, the star, which they saw in the 
east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come 
into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him: and when they opened their treasures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. 

Thanks be to God. 
  



Hymn 

The hymn O come all ye faithful is led by The Crouch End Festival Chorus, accompanied by The 
City of Prague Philharmonic Orchestra, and conducted by Nick Raine. 

 

 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 

God of God, 
Light of light, 

Lo! He abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
Very God, 

Begotten no created: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord.

Lo! star led chieftains, 
Magi, Christ adoring, 

Offer Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
We to the Christ Child 

Bring our hearts’ oblations. 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation; 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 

In the highest; 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 

Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) 
 

  



Carol 

The carol Three kings from Persian lands afar, with music composed by Peter Cornelius, is sung 
by the baritone Nicholas Sears with The Cambridge Singers, accompanied by The City of London 
Sinfonia, and conducted by John Rutter. 
.

Three kings from Persian lands afar 
To Jordan follow the pointing star; 

And this the quest of the travelers three,  
Where the new-born King of the Jews may be.  

Full royal gifts they bear for the King; 
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

The star shines out with a steadfast ray;  
The kings to Bethlehem make their way,  

And there in worship they bend the knee.  
As Mary’s child in her lap they see; 

Their royal gifts they show to the King; 
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering.  

Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem, 
The kings are travelling, travel with them!  

The star of mercy, the star of grace, 
Shall lead thy heart to its resting-place.  

Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring;  
Offer thy heart to the infant King, 

Offer thy heart! 

How brightly shines the morning star!  
With grace and truth from heav’n afar  

Our Jesse tree now bloweth. 
Of Jacob’s stem and David’s line, 

For thee, my Bridegroom, King divine,  
My soul with love o’erfloweth. 
Thy word, Jesu, inly feeds us, 

Rightly leads us, life bestowing. 
Praise, O praise such love o’erflowing. 

Lesson 9 read by Rector Nicholas 

The Gospel of St. John, chapter 1, verses 1 to 14. 

Rector St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without 
him was not anything made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light 
of men. And the light shineth in the darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, 
to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that 
Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received 
him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, nor the 
will of the flesh, nor the will of man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

  



The Prayers 

Rector And let us pray. 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. Let us bring before God the needs of the 
world. 

Wonderful counsellor, give your wisdom to the rulers of the nations.  

Lord, in your mercy 
All Hear our prayer. 

Rector Mighty God, make the whole world know that the government is on your shoulders.  

Lord, in your mercy 
All Hear our prayer. 

Rector Everlasting father, establish your reign of justice and righteousness for ever.  

Lord, in your mercy 
All Hear our prayer. 

Rector Prince of peace, bring in the endless kingdom of your peace.  

Lord, in your mercy 
All Hear our prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Rector Let us commend all whom we love, or who have asked for our prayers, to the unfailing 
mercy of our heavenly Father, and say together, as Christ himself taught us: 

All Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

  



Hymn 

The hymn Hark the herald angels sing is led by The Crouch End Festival Chorus, accompanied by 
The City of Prague Philharmonic Orchestra, and conducted by Nick Raine. 

 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King: 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic hosts proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King" 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

Hail the incarnate Deity, 
Pleased with man to man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King" 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise them from the earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King" 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 

The Blessing 

Rector And may the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of 
the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ child, 
be yours this Christmas. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be with you 
and all those who you love and pray for; this Christmas time and always. 

All Amen. 
  



Carol 

The Czech traditional carol Little Jesus, sweetly sleep (Rocking), with music by Percy Dearmer, is 
sung by Chanticleer 

 

Little Jesus, sweetly sleep, do not stir, 
We will lend a coat of fur. 

We will rock you, rock you, rock you, 
We will rock you, rock you, rock you. 

See the fur to keep you warm 
Snugly round your tiny form. 

Mary's little baby, sleep, sweetly sleep, 
Sleep in comfort, slumber deep. 

We will rock you, rock you, rock you, 
We will rock you, rock you, rock you. 

We will serve you all we can, 
Darling, darling little man. 

 

Closing music 

A Christmas Medley is played by The All Souls Orchestra Langham Place and conducted by Noël 
Tredinnick. 

Rector Nicholas and his family 

Wish everyone a very joyful Christmas 

  



  



Brief histories of the Orchestras and Choirs 
Munich Bach Orchestra 

After Karl Richter founded the Munich Bach Choir in 1954, he formed the Munich Bach-
Orchestra to provide the choir with instrumental accompaniment. The orchestra rapidly 
became established as a prominent international ensemble in its own right. The ensemble 
began touring around the world, putting on performances in Paris, Moscow, Tokyo and New 
York. Before historically informed performance practice gained popularity, Richter's orchestra 
was especially noted for its interpretations of the works of J. S. Bach and other Baroque 
composers 

Hereford Cathedral Choir 

There has been a choir at Hereford Cathedral since at least the 13th century, producing 
beautiful music in the building’s unrivalled acoustic and glorious surroundings. Today, the 
choir’s 18 boy choristers aged 7–13, together with the lay clerks and choral scholars (the 
gentlemen of the choir who sing the alto, tenor and bass parts), continue this tradition into the 
21st century, providing music at the cathedral’s daily services and many special occasions 
throughout the year. 

St Mary’s Cathedral Choir, Edinburgh 

Unique in Scotland in singing daily services and having its own choir school, the Choir of St 
Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh enjoys an international reputation through its recordings, tours, 
broadcasts, and concerts. Described by Gramophone as ‘one of Scotland’s (indeed the UK’s) 
musical jewels’, the choir consists of choristers aged 9-13 (all attending St Mary’s Music School 
on Cathedral or government bursaries), university choral scholars and professional lay clerks. 

Crouch End Festival Chorus 

Crouch End Festival Chorus is one of Britain’s leading symphonic choirs with a reputation 
nationally and internationally for its eclectic repertoire, innovation and versatility in both the 
concert hall and recording studio. Based in north London, the choir was founded in 1984 by 
David Temple and John Gregson. John is still very much involved as one of our patrons. David 
has remained as Music Director since the first rehearsal in 1984. With around 150 singers on 
the books, the Choir is known for its wide range of singing skills. 

The Mistletoe Singers 
Formed in 2006 by soprano, Lisa Schultz, the Mistletoe Singers delight in presenting traditional 
carols for Christmas. 

Tenebrae 

The Tenebrae Choir is a London-based professional vocal ensemble founded and directed by 
former King's Singer Nigel Short. Co-founded by Short and Barbara Pollock in 2001, its 
repertoire covers works from the 16th to the 21st Century. 

The Choirs of All Saints Church, Worcester, MA  

The Choir of All Saints consists of both boy and girl choristers for the treble part, with adult 
volunteers singing the lower three parts. Entry to the choir is by audition, and the boy and girl 
choristers start their training with a probationary year, when they learn about the routines and 
repertoire of the choir and are given a firm grounding in vocal technique and sight-reading. 
2018 marked the 150th anniversary of choral music at All Saints. 



Schola Gregoriana 

The Schola was founded in 1975 by Dr Mary Berry, a Cambridge musician and musicologist, in 
order to ensure that the chant should continue to be taught, and that all those who wished to 
sing and study this profoundly spiritual and ancient music should be able to do so. It became a 
registered charity in 1984. 

Ensemble Corund 

Founded in 1993 in Lucerne, Switzerland, Corundum, better known as ruby and sapphire, 
serves equally as name, model and likeness for the professional ensemble of vocalists and 
instrumentalists. The sacred music of the renaissance and baroque, as well as music of the 
20th and 21st centuries form the core of its repertoire. The musicians of the Ensemble Corund 
have all made names for themselves as soloists in a variety of styles. They possess sound 
knowledge of historical performance practice and wide experience as professional ensemble 
singers and instrumentalists. 

Magdalen College Choir, Oxford 
The Choir of Magdalen College, Oxford was founded in 1480 with provision made in the statutes 
for 16 singing boys, eight Academical Clerks and four chaplains. Magdalen College was then one 
of the oldest and largest choral foundations in late-medieval England, and this historic legacy has 
been preserved and maintained over five centuries. The Choir, which now enjoys an international 
reputation as one of the finest ensembles in the UK, exists primarily to sing the daily church services 
in Magdalen College Chapel. The Academical Clerks now number 12 and the Consort of Voices 
was founded in 2010, offering opportunities to women students to sing in the Chapel on a weekly 
basis. 

Christ's College Choir, Cambridge 

The Chapel Choir was originally made up solely of male voices, the upper parts being sung by 
boy trebles. Lady Margaret Beaufort, the college Foundress, left a bequest of three organs on 
her death in 1509. The Chapel Choir continues the age-old traditions of maintaining chapel 
choirs in Cambridge, and Christ's has enjoyed a rich musical history. Today's Choir is widely 
recognised as one of Cambridge's finest mixed-voice ensembles. 

The Cambridge Singers 

The Cambridge Singers is an English mixed voice chamber choir formed in 1981 by their director 
John Rutter with the primary purpose of making recordings under their own label Collegium 
Records. The group initially comprised former singers from the Choir of Clare College, 
Cambridge, where Rutter had previously been the music director. 

Chanticleer 

Chanticleer is a full-time male classical vocal ensemble based in San Francisco, California. 
Founded in 1978 for interpretations of Renaissance music, its repertoire now includes a wide 
range of jazz, gospel and contemporary classical music. 

All Souls Orchestra Langham Place 

Founded in 1972 by the then newly-appointed All Souls Church’s Director of Music, Noël 
Tredinnick, the All Souls Orchestra has gone on to develop an internationally-respected 
ministry. The orchestra continues to delight thousands of concertgoers every year and is now 
directed by Principal Conductor Michael Andrews and Conductor Emeritus, Noël Tredinnick. 

  



  



  



 
 
 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Priory Church at Bolton Abbey 
A very warm welcome to Bolton Priory. We are a Christian community in the heart of the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park, who welcomes everyone and celebrates human diversity. 

Bolton Priory is an Anglican Church within the Diocese of Leeds, where there has been 
continuous worship since 1154. When the Priory was dissolved in 1539, permission was 
granted to continue worshipping in the Nave which is now the Priory Church. The Reformation 
is a daily backdrop to our lives and, fittingly, worship is centred around the Book of Common 
Prayer 1662, which, in the Spirit of Pentecost, is used and understood across the world-wide 
Anglican Communion. Bolton Priory is committed, not only reflecting the glory and Majesty of 
God in its worship, but proclaiming the Gospel, particularly by seeking social justice and 
stewardship of God’s creation. 

Contact details 

Rector The Revd Lt Col Nicholas Mercer 
The Priory Church of St Mary and St Cuthbert, 
Bolton Abbey 
Skipton 
North Yorkshire BD23 6AL 
 

Telephone 01756 710 238  
Email office@boltonpriory.org.uk  
Website http://www.boltonpriory.org.uk 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/boltonpriory.uk 

 


